AN ASSORTMENT OF IDEAS – FOUND ON THE WEB

((Food for thought!)V

For my Service Project I decided to let our soldiers know that they were appreciated and let their families know that others care. I gathered up supplies (both fun and useful) to ship overseas and to Fort Campbell. I got my troop (all first year Girl Scouts) some Brownies and some Juniors to help. I didn't even have to go out to seek donations for some of the things: a very nice lady who runs her own business in Gatlinburg gave me tons of things to send to the troops overseas and the families on the base. I also asked those who didn't purchase for themselves in the fall sale and cookie sale if they wanted to send something over to the troops. It was fun and I believe a great opportunity for not only myself, but for others to show our support and appreciation to our troops overseas and their families here at home.
J4G: This sounds like a great project, but not everyone can do it because of restrictions on shipping materials to the troops. We suspect that Angelique knew someone in order to ship things to on the ship and on the base. We don't recommend this as an activity unless you are sure that you can do it through an approved source. 
Wendy - Age 11
Troop 425, Homestead Council, NE 1/23/04 

My Bronze Award Project was to bake and deliver homemade cat and dog treats to the dogs and cats at the Humane Society. I baked them once a month and went out to give the treats to them after school. The animals really loved the treats and I was glad I did it. It took about 2-3 hours to bake the treats each month. I spent a lot of time to finish the project, but it was worthwhile. I would recommended the project to another girl. Jessica - Age 11
124, CT 1/22/04 

My friend Katherine and I made 24 fleece blankets and 14 pillows for a homeless shelter. We bought the fleece with the help of our school. Mary - Age 10
Troop 397, NJ 1/17/04 

For our Bronze Award project, our troop is going to set up a butterfly garden at our local library to honor a friend who passed away a couple years ago. Heather - Age 11
PA 1/17/04 

For my Bronze award I collected donated items for the soldiers overseas. I sent out letters to other troops, made announcements at my church, and made special boxes with flags on them. I sent them overseas, and sent out all of my thank yous. My favorite part was the feeling I got when I sent the donations overseas. Leslie - Age 18/04 

For My Bronze Award I ran a collection for toiletries and food to give to Home Start, a place that helps the homeless. I also collected books and donated them to our local library. Home Start and the library were very happy to get all the goodies, and I plan to do this again next year. Amy - Age 10
Troop 816, Laurel, MD 1/5/04 

For our Bronze Award project, my friend Melissa and I decided to help the less fortunate pets in our community. When we contacted the Animal Shelter, staff there told us that the County provides necessary food, shelter, and medical care for the pets, but they could use toys and other comfort items to make the pets more comfortable. Between October and December we collected a total of almost 200 items. Our church, school, and community were very generous. When we delivered our goods to the Shelter, staff there commented on how grateful they were for the donations we collected. We toured the animal shelter and met many nice cats and dogs who are looking for a new home. Tiffany - Age 11
425/Lone Star GSC, TX 1/4/04 

For my Bronze Award project, my friends and I put on a song and game workshop for Daisies and Brownies. Each of us had a different station that we were in charge of in a wide-game. I did songs, another did games, another did crafts and the last one was our registrar and snack person. It was a lot of work but it was fun and the girls enjoyed it. Brittany - Age 12
Troop 9079/ San Jacinto GSC, TX 1/3/04 

Some Girl Scout friends and and I have made about 40 teddy bears by hand, and with the help of a parent we conducted a toy drive for the kids at the M.D. Anderson cancer hospital in Houston, TX. We hope you get interested, too. Abby - Age 11
/Arizona Cactus Pine Council, AZ 12/31/03 

My Troop just completed our Bronze Award. We wanted to help children that did not have a Christmas. With the help of our community, we were able to fill 60+ shoe boxes with toys, books, toiletries and kid stuff. The boxes were wrapped in Christmas paper and then we filled them according to an age group for boys and girls. We delivered the boxes to a church in the Appalachian area and gave them to the families that needed a gift for their children. I learned that we can make a difference in someone's life who is less fortunate that we are. It was very rewarding. I organized a Holiday Concert for a local nursing home during December. I had 10 girls and 1 boy play Christmas songs on their instruments (pianos, clarinets, flutes, saxophones, violas and violins). We had several practices before the big day. I used my computer to make a program of who and what was played for the residents. The concert was performed in their dining hall during their lunchtime meal. Many residents complimented us and asked us to come back again next year. 

Laura - Age 10
Troop 45, KY 12/29/03 

For my Bronze Award project I chose to donate blankets to 'The Healing Place'. It is an outreach program in Louisville, Kentucky that helps over 400 men and women each day. Their mission is 'to reach the homeless, offer recovery for the addicted, and help restore productive lives.' I want to help the children at The Healing Place by asking friends and family to make and donate warm, colorful blankets. 
I collected 15 blankets. Morgan and Isla - Age 11
Troop 2807, TX 12/22/03 

At the Dallas Lighthouse for the Blind we helped the blind play bingo. We also helped by serving drinks, food and describing the prizes. We learned to think, help and share with others. We loved helping them and we will continue to. Sarah - Age 11
Troop 85/ Camden County, NJ 12/21/03 

It was fun. I learned how to love the earth. I also learned that doing something good feels great. Being a girl is fun. You meet a lot of new friends. Kayla - Age 10
2447, NY 12/20/03 

I painted benches at parks that had benches that were in really bad shape. I took me a while to plan it. It really does require a lot of effort and hard work. Once you are finished, you will love how much you helped the community and environment around you! Melissa - Age 11
Dogwood, MO 12/16/03 

I redid my Girl Scout Hut's library.
I painted, typed all the books into the computer, and much more. Macy C. - Age 11
Jonathan Trumbull S.U., CT 12/8/03 

Our troop has been helping The Hole In the Wall Camp which is for children/teenages who have cancer. We have donated many boxes of Girl Scout Cookies to them. We are also giving them scarves we have designed and made ourselves. We also made special plates for this camp. Each plate has our name and troop number on it with a special picture. We visit this camp every year and have watched them make this most incredible tree house for the campers who use wheelchairs. We will be going again this year to deliver more cookies and many more projects that we have worked on this year. Ashley - Age 9
Troop 434/Badger Council, WI 11/30/03 

Myself and three other girls are currently working on our Bronze Award. We just did a donation drive for our local Humane Society for our project. It was a HUGE success!!!! We collected over 300 items and had 15 people sign up to be dog walkers. We made posters, passed out flyers, and put up a bin for collecting at our school. All of the people at our school REALLY helped make this project a BIG success!!!! This was a LOT of fun and would recommend it to anyone!!!! Hayley - Age 12
Troop 817/Southeastern MA, MA 11/28/03 

I planted and took care of the garden at a local nursing home. I started in the Spring and cared for the garden all Summer and Fall. The residents and staff commented on how nice it was to have color on the patio. I am going to put up a small Christmas tree for the residents to enjoy! I wrote to local stores for donations of plants and mulch. I got such a good response that I had lots of materials to work with. Jenna - A
I am picking up trash and planting a garden where the trashy-covered ground was!
03 

For my Bronze Award I collected items for the local animal shelter. I walked door to door with flyers. I also stood outside the grocery store and handed them out, gave them to my classes at school and church, and to my swim team. I was collecting towels (for baths), rugs and blankets (for sleeping on) and fabric to make bandanas. (They needed bandanas to make the dogs look pretty to customers.) With the fabric donated to me I sewed 118 bandanas! I also brought them boxes and boxes of rugs and towels. Kids - Age 11
MI 11/22/03 

My troop earned our Bronze Award by hosting a Try-It workshop for Brownies. We hlped them earn Eco-Action and Safety Sense. Kristina - Age 13
3114, WA 11/18/03 

What I did for my Bronze Award was to collect tooth brushes for Hopelink.
My goal was to collect at least 100 brushes but I got over 300!
This proves that girls can do anything!!! Katie A. - Age 12
1147/Saddleback 3, CA 11/15/03 

My troop earned their Bronze Award by putting on a Daisy Birthday Party for 50 girls. We taught them the Girl Scout Promise, which earned them the center of their Daisy Petals. We also taught them the friendship squeeze and some Girl Scout songs. They did a service project and ate cupcakes. It was a lot of fun. Ashley - Age 12
Tierra del Oro, CA 11/15/03 

I did my Bronze Award with a friend. Together, we cooked soups for a local organization for families in need. Everyone there loved the soups, so we will be working with the same organization for our Silver Award. I would highly recommend the Bronze Award to any and all Junior Girl Scouts who have an interest in working in the community outside of Girl Scouting. Madori - Age 11
3451/ Warrenton, MO 11/15/03 

For our Bronze Award we are making hand-made cards for Keike Cards, an organization in Hawaii that sends out cards weekly to terminally ill kids. Christine - Age 13
Freedom Valley, PA 11/14/03 

Last year, a few members of my troop and I raised food items in preparation to help an organization which supplies breakfast meals for elderly shut-ins, called AID for FRIENDS. We got together a few Brownie troops, and raised a lot of food items. Erika - Age 11
Shawnee Council, PA 11/14/03 

For our Bronze Award we are currently hand-stitching paw-shaped Christmas stockings. We are filling them with toys and treats. We contacted the local Humane Society and asked them if when a dog or cat was adopted if they would give the new owners a stocking for their new pet. We will have this completed by early December. Stephanie - Age 14
724/Montachusett, MA 11/14/03 

When I was a Junior, what I did was to make a booklet about cooperative games. I made lots of copies and shared them with all the troops in town. I worked with one Brownie troop for over three months leading their pre-activity and post-activity by doing lots of games with them. They were a lot of fun. It was great to be able to try out my game ideas with them and it helped when I picked out which ones I wanted to put in my booklet. Their favorite was HEDGEHOG: Girls skip, run, jump, walk etc. around until the leader calls HEDGEHOG! At this they all crouch on the ground with their heads covered with arms so they can't see. When all eyes are covered the leader places a blanket over one girl and when she is fully covered says HEDGEHOG!. This is the cue for everyone but the covered girl to stand up and guess who the hedgehog (covered girl) is. Kim - Age 11
724/Montachusett, MA 11/14/03 
I worked with four other girls and we made wooden Trefoil-shaped candle holders with a place for three candles. We went to a wood shop and got help cutting out the shapes, then we sanded them, and stained them, and screwed in candle cups. We made one for each of the 13 troops in town, and even wood-burned their troop numbers onto them as well. We also made up a flyer about candle lighting ceremonies, safety and some sample ceremonies. We went to each of the troops and did a presentation on how to use them and taught the girls about safety. It was a lot of fun and it was a good project for all of us, because we were all able to each do our 15 hours... and then some! 

47 from GS Lake Erie Council, OH 11/7/03 

I helped clean up my local playground/park and then took all recyclable materials to my local recycler. Then I donated the proceeds of my aluminum cans to a local church for gifting to a needy family. I felt good about cleaning up the park and trying to help a family out. Emily - Age 10
310/ Totem Council, WA 11/4/03 

My two other troop members and I hosted a troop of Daisy Girl Scouts. We helped them earn their purple petal, which is the petal for "being a sister to every Girl Scout." Sarah - Age 10
Columbia River/1172, OR 10/30/03 

Hi! I wanted to serve single moms --because my sister is a single mom. First, I hosted a "Mom's Day Out" babysitting day. Kids came to my house (where I was supervised by my Mom) and we did lots of fun stuff together. Then, I had my Dad and some of his friends to help with yard work. We trimmed trees and carted off the yard debris to a recycle center (the trailer and recycling fees were donated)! Boy, did I work hard! Meghan - Age 12
750/Tustin 2, CA 10/26/03 

For my Bronze Award me and two of my friends had a book drive for our service project. First we created flyers on the computer that told everyone about what we were doing. It asked them to donate any books that they did not need to us. We spent an entire day handing out flyers and visiting garage sales to see if they had any books. We then donated the books to the clinic at our local hospital for children who are visiting the hospital to be able to take home with them. All of this took us at least 25 hours, but we had a blast doing it. Jessica - Age 11
171/Appleseed Ridge, OH 10/24/03 

I am helping my church wrap and stuff shoe boxes. This is for Samaritan's Purse: Operation Christmas Child! Tessa - Age 10

I'm making diaper bags for hospitals and foster children. Stacy - Age 12
1979, FL 10/22/03 

This project was very hard because it took us almost a year and a half and it got really boring, but when we finished we were very pleased with ourselves and the things we did . Alison - Age 10
193, LA 10/17/03 

Working at ###.H hospital in Slidell is fun. Before the project when my papa got his kidney removed, I asked a couple of the nurses about health care. So I got the inside scoop. GS is so fun!!! Karissa K.
1297 / DuPage County Council, IL 10/11/03 

For my Bronze Award project I did a Summer Food Drive for a local food pantry called Loaves and Fishes. I did this through my church which didn't do food drives during the summer at all until I did it. This food pantry serves 300 people in our community and they were very appreciative and I had a lot of fun doing it!!! :) Victoria - Age 12
Arizona Cactus Pine, AZ 10/10/03 
For my Bronze Award Project I worked with my mom, who is blind, to volunteer for a guide dog organization. Since she works for them, I got to go to conventions and answer questions about the program, as well as raise a guide dog puppy. It was a lot of fun and I would definitely do it again. 

Chelsea - Age 11
433, MO 10/9/03 

For our Bronze Award my troop and I are doing a tribute to a very special teacher in Twin Rivers. Martha Bonifeild passed away this past summer in a terrible car accident. We are making a memorial to her. Kelsey - Age 9
2114, NY 10/9/03 

Troop 2114 is doing their Bronze Award project. We will be planning and organizing the migrant families' Christmas project. Pineapple - Age 11
173, FL 10/8/03 

Hello! My friend and I are doing our Bronze Award currently. We are making pillows to give to homeless shelters. We are also putting together toiletries and goods that everybody needs. I have to work ####### completing my badges that go with the Bronze Award and the project itself. If you are in the same place as me, you need to do the same. Always do your best and work hard because you should be proud about doing the Bronze Award! Ashley - Age 10
Freedom Valley, PA 10/6/03 

We sent things that you would use in everyday life to the troops in Iraq! Samantha - Age 11
344/Western Reserve, OH 10/6/03 

We collected used soccer shirts from our community. After we got them washed and packaged we sent them to a Mission in Alabama. The children in this mission will be able to enjoy these shirts and maybe even start a fun game of soccer. Caitey and Kim - Age 11
troop#225/ freedom valley council, PA 10/5/03 

To do the Bronze Award, we had narrowed it down to two different choices for a service project. (ASPCA or a boarding kennel.) We chose to work at a boarding kennel and investigated different kennels. Then we chose one. We went into the kennel office and explained to the owner what we had to do for the award. She said we could come whenever we wanted and help out. The hours just flew by, it was so fun. We changed water, fed, and let out the dogs and cats. Sometimes, we even got to play with the animals. We also had the chance to groom some dogs. We had a great time doing this project, and you would, too. Anon - Age p 856, CA 10/1/03 

I have earned my Bronze Award by making kits for the poor children in Iraq. Erin - Age 11
#94, Inland Empire GSC, WA 9/30/03 

I made baby blankets and pillows to give to babies of teen moms. Michelle - Age 11
3202, KS 9/28/03 

Hi, I earned my Bronze Award by helping out my local hospital and collecting books. The books went to the children who were in the hospital and couldn't do anything. 
I felt soo great when I went around and delivered the books to the kids. Casey - Age 11
3185/GSCNC (former troop), VA 9/25/03 
Last year, my group held a leader dinner for the leaders in our service unit and provided childcare if it was needed. The girls in my troop who weren't earning it were offered to help and earn their Leadership Award or the Junior Aide patch. 



We collected lots of new and good used books. Then we redid/gave a small shelter a library. We gave mostly kids' books and we got bookshelves donated. I feel proud. We gave kids a chance to read who might not have been able to do so. Tara - Age 11
Junior Troop 37, Belgium 9/24/03 

Last year, my second year in Juniors, five girls in our troop earned the Bronze Award. We wanted to do something around Earth Day. We earned Eco-Action and Earth Connections; Junior Aide; all four Signs. We set up our project during Earth Week and it focused on kindergarten through fifth grades. We each took a grade and read age-appropriate environmental books to each class (The Lorax, The Giving Tree, etc); painted an Earth Day mural in the school lobby; set up information displays in the lobby; held an essay contest for grades 4-5 and a drawing contest for K-3 with an environmental theme. There was one winner per grade and they won an Earth Day T-shirt. We each made presentations to the class on a theme we chose. Kindergarten - Endangered animals; 1st and 2nd grade - Water pollution; 3rd grade - Tree deforestation; 4th grade - Recycling; 5th grade - Air Pollution. After our class presentations. We displayed everything in the cafeteria. We also had posters up throughout the elementary building. It was fun and we enjoyed the project! Katlin - Age 10
85/ Middletown, RI 9/23/03 

I earned my Bronze Award by having a children’s' expo. We had identification kits in case kids get lost, performers and crafts. Even our Senator came! KMKSSCJMBH - Age 11
Troop 215/Spar and Spindle, MA 9/19/03 

Our name stands for all of us: Kylie, Michelle, Kayla, Sarah, Sarah, Caitlyn, Jackie, Molly, Hannah.

For our Bronze award we worked as a troop on one project. First we decided to make activity bags for children who were visiting the emergency room at our local hospital and had to wait a long time and might be bored because it was their sister or brother that was sick and not them. As our badge requirements we earned the First Aid Badge and the Toy Maker Badge, and then we got to work on our project. We all brainstormed about the things we would like to put in the activity pack and then figured out a way to make it work. We put in crayons and coloring pages, home made play dough, cootie catchers, play money, and paper to make a get well card. We made over 200 of these activity packs and donated them to the local hospital. Candace - Age 11
Troop 893, AZ 9/17/03 

I'm going to help out at a local animal shelter. I'm going to sew rugs and help feed, clean up after, and play with all the animals. Judiann - Age 9
Troop 1517/SU 65, NY 9/17/03 

Our troop is earning our Bronze Award by keeping our beach clean and free of litter, re-painting old garbage pails and planting trees to help prevent beach erosion. Jenny - Age 11
Troop 3885, CA 9/17/03 

My troop hand-sewed stuffed bears and gave them to the fire department to give out to children who needed them. Megan - Age 11
Juiliette (individual member), Germany 9/17/03 

I earned my Bronze Award by baking about 1,00 cookies and collecting home-made greeting cards and sending them to one of the Navy ships out at sea because the sailors wouldn't be with their families during Christmas. They each got a cookie and shared the greeting cards. Katie - Age 12
668/ JAMS, NC 9/15/03 

Dear Juniors, I bridged to Cadettes last year and I know it is hard to find Bronze Award projects ideas, so here's what we did: We did a food drive at two of the schools that were in our troop. We got big boxes and decorated them and we got lots of flyers printed out and put one in each teacher's box and they could make copies if a student wanted one. We also got to put a announcement up about it. At first we only had 10 or 11 items then our librarian, who oversees clubs used the clubs funds and bought over $200 worth of items for our boxes, they were bulging. They adopted our project as one of their projects. So keep in mind club's help too. And don't be scared to talk to teachers you don't know and smile because it might just change someone's day! Katie - Age 12
668 / Jacksonville, NC 9/15/03 
My troop worked together and at all of our different schools we collected food and took it to the Ronald McDonald house and while we were there we cooked a meal for the guests. The reason we did this is because one of the 6th graders in our troop had some medical problems and she really wanted to give something back to the place because they had given her family so much. This project was completed last year before we all bridged to Cadettes. 

Cheyenne - Age 9
28/Lake to River GSC, OH 9/13/03 

Tricia, Trixie, Falanne and I made 20 curtains for the Girl Scout cabins at our camp in East Palestine, Ohio, totaling 42 hours of work to complete our Bronze Award Project. Upon completion of the curtains, the council provided us with curtain rods to put them up in the cabins. I am very proud to see them hanging there when we go to camp. Scottie - Age 12
FL 9/12/03 

We did a big clean-up and planted flowers in the all African American Cemetery! June - Age 11
61, TX 9/9/03 

Hi, we are working on the Bronze Award we just finished getting the Junior Aid patch by helping a Brownie troop. We are going to adopt grandparents at our local nursing home. Amanda - Age 12
470, TX 9/9/03 

I am going to make a flower bed at my school. Katie - Age 11
71/Girl Scouts Of Trailways Council, IL 9/7/03 

For my Bronze Award this year I collected sunscreen for outdoor sports teams and everyone LOVED it. I handed it out to girls softball teams since they get sunburned a lot. I got the idea from my Uncle Andy. He got Skin Cancer and died from it. This project was very important to me and I learned a lot. Antonella - Age 12

For my Bronze Award, I spent 2-3 hours every other Tuesday helping the Brownie troop at my school. We had a lot of fun. I also took time out to help my friends, the communtiy, and my troop. Andie - Age 12
1065, TX 9/6/03 

I did my Bronze Award with my two friends in my troop, Julie and Jordan. All three of us play piano and we went to nursing homes and played for them. Think it sounds easy? Well it wasn't. We had to write our own piece of music all by ourselves. It was hard cause we had to make it go with the right beat. We also made sugar cookies (no icing of course) and kool-aid lemonade or pink lemonade. It was very hard but well worth it!!!!! KC - Age 11
Citris, FL 9/5/03 

I tutored girls in grade 1-4 grades in math. Sammy Jo - Age 12
Troop 373/Raintree GSC, IN 9/1/03 

Our troop has collected books to donate to the hospital's childrens ward and to preschools. Hanna - Age 11
Troop 462/ Cumberland Valley GSC, TX 8/31/03 

Hi. For our Bronze Award my troop held an all day babysitting service Called Santa's Sitters. We called it that because it was near Christmastime and the parents could go Christmas Shopping. We did this with another troop. The kids were in groups with two scouts and rotated around to different stations. Some of those stations were movies, crafts, and board games. It was a lot of fun. We had a lot of kids show up. The money that we made we used to go on a trip at the end of the year to an indoor water park called Spash Lagoon. It was awesome. I was 11 and finishing up 6th grade when my troop of eight completed our Bronze Award. We "adopted" the toddler day care center at the Salvation Army in Nashville, TN. We painted up an old room, and turned another old room into "centers." We purchased and collected items for a music center, dress-up center, reading center and books on tape center. We threw a ribbon cutting party and played with the kids at each of the centers. We also write them letters and make activity sheets for them once a month. 
PA 8/31/03 
Jessica and Gaby - Age 11
Troop 808/ Angeles Council, CA 8/28/03 

To earn the Bronze Award we did some community service for our school and planted an American ######## Garden. We painted tiles with their pictures and names on them, and set them around the garden. Sara - Age 12
Cadette (we just bridged) Troop 172, FL 8/23/03 

We just finished earning our Bronze Award. My favorite part of earning the award was when we planted our Garden of Dreams for our adopted nursing home. It was fun and I think that every Junior Girl Scout should at least try to go for the Bronze Award. Troop - Age 10
Troop 108/Red River Valley Council, TX 8/22/03 

Although our troop continually does service project,s the girls gave this one more thought. As a leader I encouraged the girls to do a project to help the entire community. They chose to design and sew puppets and perform a puppet show at the public library. The girls handled the entire project including advertising with the local newspaper, library newsletter, and putting up signs around the elementary school. After their performance we held a special candlelight ceremony and dinner to celebrate the girls accomplishment. I am proud of them and look forward to their next service project; they've already begun to discuss their Silver Award. Jessica - Age 12
Totem, WA 8/17/03 

I choose to put together camp song books for our council and service units to use in training. Troops can also check out the song books for their camp time. It was a hard and long project. But I had the lamination of each page donated. I really enjoyed doing my Bronze Award. My service center and council seemed to love receiving the 20 books with 25 songs in each.
J4G: Jessica, we know the hard part must have been getting permission to use the songs... Katlend - Age 11
Troop 336/ Appleseed Ridge, OH 8/16/03 

For my Bronze Award I helped Brownie troops in my service unit to earn the Dancersizing Try-It. The girls learned a dance I made up for the Barbie song and many other fun things. Best of all when I see these girls they still remember me and I hope they see me as a role model for future Girl Scouting. Melissa-Lexi - Age 11
Troop 9580, MA 8/14/03 

We helped out at our local Animal Rescue League. We helped with all the animals, walked the dogs and brushed them and gave attention and love to the other animals. We collected towels and sheets, made dog and cat baskets for new owners, made posters about adopting pets and how to protect from Lyme disease. It was a lot of fun too, and we will keep going back to help and give love to the animals. Amanda - Age 10
2601/Port Chester/Rye Brook, NY 8/14/03 

For our Bronze Award we helped the Holy Rosary Food Pantry by asking the kids in our school if they would donate food to the Food Drive. We also helped by bagging the food and we also made some of the food they ate. We are all happy at what we did and we are going to keep on doing it throughout the year. Xyrjah G. - Age 10
 
My Bronze Award Project is all about recycling. I live around many Senior Citizens who have a hard time doing many chores. My family has always recycled but my neighbors couldn't. For my project, I collect their recyclables every Saturday and take them to the recycle center. I have already worked 30 hours on my project but will continue throughout this school year. I have already helped recycle more than 400 bags of newspaper, 300 bags of cans and 150 bags of plastic. Besides knowing I am helping preserve our natural resources, the best part about my project is that all of my neighbors now know my name and tell me hi when they see me.
J4G: Way to go girl! Kristina - Age 11
Monmouth Council, NJ 8/7/03 
I am working alone on my Bronze. I contacted the Township and arranged to paint fish on sewer storm drains in the order the water flows to show people that they should be careful about what they dump into the storm drains. It's taking a lot of work, but it makes me happy to know that what I'm doing will help the environment. 


For the Bronze Award we are cleaning up our environment for two hours every day. It looks really nice now. I think now we are going to plant flowers near the side of the road. 
Jennifer - Age 10
799 / Whispering Willows, WI 8/4/03 

We adopted the Humane Society. We collected food and supplies for the animals. We also folded papers for the cages for them. 
Sharon - Age 12
Tierra Del Oro, Troop 1287, CA 8/2/03 

My troop and I organized a Pinewood Derby for Girl Scouts in our council. Most of us had brothers that had gotten to do Cub Scout Pinewood Derbies and we thought that it wasn't fair that the GS didn't get to have one, so we organized our own! We just bridged to Cadettes and I enjoy that I earned my Bronze. I also would like to earn my Silver Award. 
Melina - Age 11
Troop 847/Sterling-Mohawk, NJ 7/31/03 

Our Troop planted a perennial butterfly garden at Kittatiny State Park. We worked with the naturalist there. First we had to research butterflies and flowers that were native to the park. We then visited a nursery and selected some of the plants and also got as donations from our yards. We each put together a book about the flowers and butterflies for Kittatiny Park, which will be on display when their new office opens. We spent many hours clearing our garden from weeds, we then planted and mulched and made nametags to identify the plants that we had planted. The project took a lot of time but we had a great time. The other girls in my troop are Dana, Allison, Katie, Kristine, Emily, and Kathryn (who has now moved to Texas). It was a great experience and our garden still looks beautiful today and attracts a lot of butterflies. 
Megan - Age 12
569/ GS of Southwestern PA, PA 7/28/03 

I did a book drive for an organization that gives books to families that can't afford them. It was at my school and I created flyers and handed them out and I decorated a collection box. I got my literature teacher to give a bonus point for every book a person brought for my drive (up to 5 books). I collected 785 books total and the organization was very grateful. I got some adult books in my drive and the organization only collects children's books, so I donated the adult ones to the public library. Alexa - Age 13
Troop 412, MO 7/28/03 

The way we got ours is we collected movies for the hospital. We collected over 400 movies last time we counted them!!! Emily - Age 12
Troop 483/Mid-Continent Council, MO 7/26/03 

Hi! We had so much fun with our Bronze Award. We learned all about the country of Haiti and about how school kids don't always have what they need for school. Some of their schools are only a roof and nothing else! We collected (boxes and boxes) of school supplies at Thinking Day and a friend of mine took them to the school when he went to Haiti for a mission trip. Have fun ! Rebecca - Age 11
 
It's hard work and I'm still working on it. I'm a little ways from being done. I have tried many times and quit because it was too hard. This time I'm not and I'm gonna get it done...I know it. Caitlin - Age 11
Troop 273/Council of Savannah, GA 7/24/03 

My name is Caitlin and I just finished my Bronze Award a month ago. I did a service project at the library. I earned the badges, Books and Write All About It. I volunteered at the library for 12 hours in three days shelving books, picking apart rubber bands and cutting out sharks and fish for the summer reading program. It was great. I suggest to any other GS who wants to do their Bronze Award to do it at the library!!!! Brittney - Age 10
 I am working on a project for the Friends for Life Animal Shelter. I am collecting food and knitting little blankets for their cages. 

Ashley - Age 12
 
Our troop shot a video and blazed a trail at a local environmental center. Although we are done with our Bronze Award we are planning to build a bridge at the environmental center. 
Savannah - Age 11
Troop 220/Huron Valley, MI 7/20/03 

For our Bronze Award Project my friend Cami and I are doing a Try-It workshop for Brownies. They are going to be earning their Animals Try-It. To come to the meeting they have to bring a donation for the Humane Shelter, such as animal food, toys etc. 
Katelyn - Age 11
Troop 191/Kentuckiana, KY 7/19/03 

I am a Cadette now, but when I was a Junior my troop and I earned our Bronze. For our Community Service hours we had 15 hours and we also earned different badges. We planted flowers, and we also went to a nursing home. 
Cynthia - Age 11
Pines of Carolina, NC 7/10/03 

I am working on my Bronze Award. My troop will try and make the world a better place by picking up trash in public areas. (Parks, roadsides, etc.) J4G: Be sure to read Safety-Wise. Why not also figure out how to educate people to not litter. 
Melissa - Age 11
Troop 110/Pines of Carolina, NC 7/9/03 

For my Bronze Award I collected toys, books, games, and movies and donated them to the Duke Pediatric Oncology Ward and the Duke Emergency Pediatric Ward. I am really glad I helped all those children make their hospital stay easier!! 
Alexus - Age 12
Troop 1459/IL Crossroads Council, IL 7/8/03 

My troop and I earned our Bronze Award a few months ago, just before we bridged to Cadettes. For our Bronze Award Project, our troop made decorations for every season and for most holidays. Then, we delivered the decorations to a local hospital's cancer unit. It made us all feel really great and all the hard work and time paid off. I'd recommend to any Junior Troop to earn the Bronze Award! 
Judy - Age 10
Troop 680, IL 7/8/03 


Hi. I am working on my Bronze Award by helping children's department at my local library and reading to the smaller children, one-on-one, at story time. 
C1
Troop 854/Great Valley, PA 7/7/03 

I donated toiletry articles to a shelter. I made some posters and flyers to advertise the donations needed. I worked with a graphic artist to make an electronic graphic design. I sent e-mails to my mom's office and they donated hotel soap, shampoo and conditioners. I asked the local dentists to donate toothbrushes and/or toothpaste. I made approximately 200 individual packages for the shelter. Kymmie - Age 11
Troop 1261, TX 7/2/03 

During the summer instead of being bored I was my 4th grade teacher's assistiant in summer school. I had a lot of fun with the kids too. Jessica - Age 11
Troop 294/SunCoast, FL 6/27/03 
I don't know why, but for both of the Coastal Clean-Ups I did this year it took my mom 2 1/2 hours to finish! But they were 5 hours long, 7 a.m. to 12 noon. My brother, sister, parents, and I spent 5 hours during the autum and the spring. We picked up garbage along the coast. It was nasty at first, but after a while my gloves where wet and it kept the flys away. This spring I knew what was going to happen, so I didn't keep my gloves dry this time. The first thing I did was go to the water and soak my gloves. It really works. 


Fall 2002 we picked up 21 bags of trash, which was estimated to be around 854 pounds. Spring 2003 we picked up 29 bags which was estimated around 142 pounds of trash. That's a lot of trash to pick up -- even if it was two different seasons. 

BRONZE IDEAS:

we had all 15 of our girls earn there bronze this year. we took a large chunk of last year and all of

this year. (we had 3 new girls to our troop that we brought up to speed also). We adopted a assisted

living home. The girls made decorations for there tables for the holidays, made Valentines for all the

residents with little shampoos and stuff, played games, did different activities, and just visited with

the residents. The girls went for almost 2 hours every month plus making the decorations and projects for them. They all had a blast and will probably continue to go next year. 

What a great project for Juniors! For them to learn that they don't have to be rewarded for each activity, but that it was cumulative! Very cool!!!!!

================================

We are working with a program called "Book Blitz". The girls are  going to process books for the program (this involves stamping the  inside cover of the books and that kind of thing) and get them 

organized for "giving" events (sorting by age level, etc.). They will  also be cleaning/fixing donated toys, then packaging the toys and books and delivering them to local Headstart preschool programs. As a part of that, they will be reading to the preschool children. They will also be participating at booths at local kid events with the project representatives, handing out books to children and helping to publicize the project.

There is enough work that all the girls will be able to easily finish their Bronze award. I have 12 girls in the troop, 8 are currently working on their Bronze. They are earning "Caring for Children" and "Books" as their two badges in support of the Bronze.

=================================

The girls earned the Bronze by working with animals. The girls volunteered at a P.A.W.S shelter that allowed younger kids to work with supervision.  http://www.pawsshelter.org/volunteer.html
The city shelter did not allow children under 12.

For background they visited a private animal rescue and did a guided tour of PetSmart (another great and free activity), for their award they hosted three Brownie Try-It days (which took enough time to put together to earn the award!), collected food, towels and toys, put together a pet care guide and coloring book and worked at PAWS several hours over the year getting a well-rounded background in combing and playing with cats, walking and bathing dogs, sweeping and washing cages, doing the laundry, making copies, filing documents, etc. Some of the girls also sewed some snuggle blankets (fleece on one side and denim on the other).







