Scouting Links Newsletter - Special Issue #330 - Girl Scouts 11-17


July 21, 2005 


�http://www.girlspace.com/girlthing/���������


Welcome to this Special Issue of the Scouting Links Newsletter just for Girl Scouts 11-17 (or their equivalent)!! In it you’ll find ideas for crafts, games, songs, service projects, "destinations", Silver & Gold Award projects and more!  





If you enjoy this newsletter, please forward a copy to your Girl Scout/Guide friends and invite them to join (I’m always looking for new people to get ideas from)!!





To subscribe, unsubscribe, change your email address (I need new and old address) or include a request in the newsletter, please send me a note at mailto:katie.baron@att.net and I’ll take care of it for you.





I would like to say "THANK YOU!" to everyone (contributors, trainers, proofreaders) who helped put this special issue together!!





* * PLEASE NOTE MY DISCLAIMERS! * * * 


1. This issue of the Scouting Links Newsletter is a supplement to GSUSA publications, not a replacement.  Please be sure to refer to the appropriate GSUSA publications for specific award requirements.  





2. GSUSA is transitioning to incorporate new STUDIO 2B resources as well as updating/revising existing resources.  Since GSUSA is giving each council the flexibility to interpret the new STUDIO 2B materials to suit their particular needs, EVERYTHING in this newsletter should be verified with your particular council before you make program decisions!!





3. This issue of the Scouting Links Newsletter focuses on the STUDIO 2B approach for Girl Scouts 11-17.  If your girls have already started the Silver or Gold Award under the old requirements and would like more information on the old requirements, please refer to the Scouting Links Newsletter, issue #216 that is stored in the archives in the "Old - Cadette & Senior Helps" file.  The Scouting Links Newsletter archives can be found at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Scouting_Links_Newsletter/files. You will need to have a Yahoo! Id to join the group, but it’s free. Just go to http://www.yahoo.com. 





>>Around the world, this age level is called:


Canada - Pathfinders (12-15 yrs), Senior Branches (15-17+ yrs)


Japan - Senior Girl Scout (12-15 yrs), Ranger Girl Scout (15-17 yrs)


Paraguay - Noon (12-13 yrs), Ranger (14-18 yrs)


United Kingdom - Senior Section (14-26 yrs)


India - Guide (10-17+ yrs)


Sweden - Patrol Scout (12-14 yrs), Senior Scout (15-17 yrs)





In this issue:


               Things to Remember & Best Advice


               Advisor Resource Websites


               Girl Scout Publications


               Girl Planning


               Girl Scout 11-17 Awards


               Service With A Smile


               Money Earning Activities


               Ceremonies & Special Dates for Girl Scouts 11-17 


               Troop Government - Executive Board


               "destinations"


               Trips and International Travel


               Fun Activities for Girl Scouts 11-17


               Scholarships for Girl Scouts





* * * Things to Remember & Best Advice * * * 


GSUSA has combined the Cadette and Senior levels under one umbrella called "Girl Scouts 11-17".  This is not really so very different, since many areas have combined Cadette/Senior troops due to the low numbers of girls at this age level.  The STUDIO 2B approach offers a menu of participation options to girls. Girls are able to earn both Interest Project (IP) and Focus Book (FB) Awards. Girls are able to mix and match depending upon their needs and interests.  





STUDIO 2B is NOT taking anything away from the existing Girl Scout program.  STUDIO 2B introduces new resources and a new approach for Girl Scouts 11-17, but the core of Girl Scouting is the same as when Juliette Low introduced it in 1912.





Remember, it's important to avoid language that might lead members to think there are two tracks in GS: traditional or real GS vs STUDIO 2B or alternative or non-traditional GS.  There is only one Girl Scout program which is rooted in the GS Promise and Law.





Take your training!  Find out what training your council has to offer for Girl Scouts 11-17 and take it!





Adults are advisors now, not leaders.  This is more than just semantics.  Leaders say "follow me".  Advisors say "Where would you like to go?  How can I help you get there?"





As always, uniforms are an optional aspect of the Girl Scout experience. In the STUDIO 2B approach, girls may choose to wear a STUDIO 2B t-shirt or the uniform components currently available for Girl Scouts 11-14 or 14-17. Girls may opt to display the charms they earn on their vests or sashes using the STUDIO 2B charm holder, or they may want to collect their charms on bracelets or necklaces. 





Do what the girls want (it was their idea to do the soup kitchen and the nursing home), have a long-range goal (London!), keep it fun, and easy, don't be a mom, be a friend and advisor.





This may be the time you are funneling girls from many troops into one or two troops, which presents new challenges. Encourage the girls to mix in different ways, but let them have the familiarity of a friend from school or a past troop. 





Parents/guardians and advisors have to relax... the girls still in Girl Scouts at this age are usually also in sports, band, advanced classes, extra lessons, and the girls need to make choices. We need to be there for them when they choose Girl Scouts and not put more pressure on them. Some of our best discussions are in the cars going to activities. Peer pressure can be a problem, but if the girls are doing neat stuff they feel they have a niche.





Flexibility is one of the most imporant aspects of being an advisor for this level.  And for having a successful troop of this level.  You have to be flexible to meet the needs of the girls.





So many doors are open to them now... so many higher level activities to try and places to go.  If the advisor isn't comfortable doing something, it is vital to get help from someone who is knowledgeable about the activity!





Many troops go from earning bunches of Brownie & Junior badges to the shock of only earning a few Interest Project/Focus Book Awards. Prepare the girls (and yourself!) for the changes in the program.  





Encourage the girls to work on the Silver/Gold Award, but don't push them. Work with them on all the pre-requisites so when they do sit down with you to discuss their Silver/Gold Award project these things are out of the way.


 


If there are girls who choose not to work on the Silver/Gold Award, DON'T FORGET them. It sounds dumb, but can easily happen as we get busier.





It's worth a little more time and money to make something they're proud to give as a gift (and they always want to make one for themselves too). Perhaps you can do the long crafts on weekend trips. Their creativity will amaze you.





All in all, at this age the girls can do more service, have a deeper understanding of how they are helping, and a deeper understanding of how lucky they are.  They are on the giving end of help, not the taking.  I have found they have a never ending ability to help others, work hard to make something better, and yet be as self centered and self absorbed as any other teen.





It is time to start thinking "outside the box".  What worked as Junior Girl Scouts will not work for older girls.  You may plan to have one meeting a month for those interested in badge work, and the second meeting of the month for planning fun activities and service projects. The second meeting may also be shorter, to support girls whose moms think they can't handle the homework of middle school and all its activities plus Girl Scouting.  They can still be involved, with less of a time commitment if they don't choose to do the badge work.





Sometimes I think there is a feeling that every meeting has to be unique and dazzling.  Well, that can lead to burnout for the adult.  My girls like to repeat their favorite things.  We go to the same camp (cabins) every winter.  We have had rain and power outages.  We don't plan much, it is just a time to bond and be like a family.  They braid hair, read, cook and do whatever.  When they were younger I had more planned activities and we always went to the beach or a hike, but now that they are older they do their own thing.  The security of familiar things is good and it is something they look forward to doing every year.





It is common for some troops to become smaller in size when reaching the Girl Scouts 11-17 level.  If in this situation, consider working on periodic activities with another troop or combining troops.  Another idea is to invite members of other troops who have an interest in a particular activity you are planning to come with you.  For example I had just 6 girls interested in horseback riding, so included a few girls from other troops in the area who also had this interest.  They wouldn't otherwise have had the opportunity since their troops were not planning anything in this area of interest.





Some areas have Older Girl Advisor Groups that meet monthly and plan activities that are offered to the whole group.  Each member troop plans or helps with one activity per year.  These activities range from IP/FB workshops to weekend adventures.





It is also important to be open to troop transfers during this phase of Girl Scouting.  During the middle school years, the girls' interests are changing.  One troop may be more into camping and outdoor skills, while another has a heavier emphasis on community service and academics.  A girl's outside activity may now conflict with your troop meeting time, and another troop's time may work better for the girl.  With understanding and flexible leadership, our girls will hopefully continue in the program with the troop that best fits their needs.





>> STUDIO 2B Myths & Facts 


Submitted by Carol Lee, mailto:clspages@earthlink.net


Myth #1: Only volunteers 18-29 can be advisors in STUDIO 2B.


Fact: Teen girls would like to spend some time interacting with volunteers 18-29 in addition to (not instead of) caring adult volunteers of all ages.





Myth #2: "By Girls, for Girls" means girls go wild while adults do nothing.


Fact: "By Girls, for Girls" means that Girl Scouts starts with the hopes, dreams and needs of girls. Adults advise and support girls to fulfill their dreams.





Myth # 3: When girls set their own goals, they'll take the easy way out and do less work to earn awards.


Fact: In Girl Scouts, adults trust and coach girls to set goals that will help them become their best selves.





Myth # 4: The only thing Girl Scouts do in STUDIO 2B is talk.


Fact: Girls continue to choose from the wide range of options they enjoy in Girl Scouts. Adults recognize that sometimes, girl do want to talk.





Myth #5: Girls don't wear uniforms or participate in product sale activities.


Fact: As always, Girl Scouts 11-17 can choose to wear uniforms and participate in product sale activities.





Myth #6: STUDIO 2B is only for individually registered Girl Scouts or Girl Scouts not in "regular troops."


Fact: STUDIO 2B is for every Girl Scout 11-17.





Myth # 7: STUDIO 2B is separate from Girl Scouts.


Fact: STUDIO 2B is a new approach to Girl Scouts- - but it is Girl Scouts, and celebrates everything that's great about Girl Scouts today!





Myth # 8: Once a girl turns 17, she can't be a Girl Scout any more.


Fact: Even though the name is "Girl Scouts 11-17", the girls are registered (as "girls" not "adults") until they are 18 OR September 30 of the year they graduate high school, whichever is later.





The Four B's: Program Goals for STUDIO 2B:�Become: Celebrate yourself today and become your best self in the future.�Belong: Be a part of a group where you have fun, relate to others with respect, and develop lasting friendships.�Believe: Develop your ideas and voice what is important to you.�Build: Take action on what you care about and make a difference. 





>>Submitted by Carol Lee, mailto:clspages@earthlink.net


The New Directions research that led to the development of STUDIO 2B defined what 11 - 17 year old girls said were the qualities of a teen savvy adult.  Are you teen savvy?


     Encourages girls to be independent


     Welcomes all girls into the troop/group


     Is an expert at something


     Understands the issues that face teens today


     Is in shape; can do physical activities


     Encourages girls to explore possibilities


     Volunteers to help others


     Understands when girls make mistakes


     Encourages girls to grow up


     Listens to what girls are really saying


     Doesn't nag


     Doesn't pressure girls (for example, to earn awards)


     Acts as an advisor, not a leader


     Can step back





>>Submitted by Alice, mailto:awagner1031@cfl.rr.com


One of the most important things to learn when diving into this program level is the need to be organized and to keep records updated.  It is time for the girls to carry more responsibility in this area. I got blue binders for each girl. They put a big Girl Scout sticker on the front and seven dividers inside as described below.  The front and back pockets can be used for meeting handouts and to bring back permission slips to meetings. The girls bring their binder to all activities.


… Troop Calendar:  Girls are responsible for knowing when each meeting is because they have the calendar.  They are encouraged to copy the dates onto the family calendar at home and keep their mom updated (rather than the other way around!).  Because the girls have their binder at every meeting, dates and details can be updated as needEditor's Note: printable calendars are available online http://www.dltk-cards.com/calendar/�… Troop Roster:  Among other things, this listing includes the girls' e-mail addresses, which we use to communicate weekly.  The current troop president and I find this a great time saver.  No more massive phone calling to explain details or offer reminders.�… Meeting Agendas:  The troop president prepares a meeting agenda with me at a planning meeting.  These are passed out to the girls (with holes pre-punched) to follow along and file in their binder.  Girls make notes and list any special assignment details on this sheet for later reference.  If a girl is absent, the current troop president has an agenda to help go over what was missed.�… Leadership Log:  It is important that the girls record hours in a leadership role as they occur.  It's not easy (nor accurate) to try to think back to what they did months ago.�… Interviews: Each Interest Project requires some career exploration which many times is accomplished by an interview.  This is an area that the girls will get better at with experience.  Have them brainstorm ideas the first few times, each choose a question to ask, and write it down.  Girls prepare their interview questions in advance and file in their binder.  The sheet includes the name of the person to be interviewed, their position and the date. During the interview the girls take notes on this sheet.  �… IPA/Focus Book Report Forms:  Since girls have varying interests and take different classes in school, I give each girl a number of blank IPA/Focus Book Report Forms to file in her binder.  She can then record independent work on IPAs/Focus Books and have her teacher or parent initial the requirement. (Editor's Note: An "On My Own IPA Report Form" can be found in the Scouting Links Newsletter archives in the " GS 11-17 & STUDIO 2B Helps" folder.  A Focus Book worksheet can be found at http://scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Documents/Focus%20Book%20Worksheet.pdf).��I have created 2 new forms….I know, like we need new forms!  But these are for girls who want to work on Interest Project Awards on their own.  Both forms (in Microsoft Word format) can be found in the Scouting Links Newsletter Archives, in the "GS 11-17 & STUDIO 2B Helps" folder.� - On My Own IPA Report Form - From IPA Book Oct 2005.doc is for girls who want to work on the IPAs from the IPA Book, but want to use the new requirements� - On My Own IPA Report Form - Oct 2005.doc is for girls who want to work on the new IPAs��


… GS Silver Award or GS Gold Award Worksheets:  There are a variety of worksheets available to assist the girls in working through the steps to these awards.   Keeping track of their progress is important, not just for records, but to help the girls feel a sense of accomplishment as they work towards their goal. http://scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Training/Forms.htm





>>Submitted by Katie, mailto:scoutkatie@hotmail.com


1 - Girls 11-17 often are going through big changes and have a lot of demands on their time.  Sometimes they choose to quit Girl Scouts when they become very busy.  I have found that by being understanding about this, and being friendly and positive, that quite a few girls may consider returning to Girl Scouts.  Whenever I find that girls do not re-register in the fall, or are quitting, I call them (or see them) and tell them in a warm and friendly manner, that I understand how busy they are and that they are developing new interests and all.  I tell them that we wish them well in their new endeavors.  AND, I tell them that if they ever hear that we are doing things that interest them, or that they find they have more time on their hands than they thought they would, we would welcome them back into the troop.  When I see them at school or in a parking lot or store or something, I make a point to say hi and ask how they are, being friendly and interested.  It's amazing to me, but I really have had quite a few girls come back.  Girls who quit in 7th or 8th grade sometimes came back to our troop in 10th or 11th grade.  Sometimes they missed us, sometimes they heard about the fun things we were doing, sometimes they wanted to do service to be able to put on their resumes, sometimes they had decided they wanted to earn their Gold Award.  We welcomed them all back and it was great to see!  Sometimes they even brought along friends who had not been in Girl Scouts before or who had quit even longer ago.


 


2 - Again, since girls in this age level are very busy, we had a policy that "no meetings are required".  (in reality a few meetings were required, but we liked the name of the policy.)  When girls were busy, there was no requirement that they had to come to any meetings or activities.  We did need to have officers who would commit to coming to the meetings so that we could get things planned, but not everyone had to come to all meetings.  Plus, we sometimes changed officers at semester or even more frequently to accomodate the schedules of these busy girls.  This made it easier for girls in sports, band, choir, drama, etc. to be involved.  When they had a busy season, they didn't have to come and didn't worry about it.  It was normal in our troop.  I think that's why we often had about 30 girls, grades 7-12 in our troop at all times.


 


We had one business meeting each month and then a variety of other meetings, activities and events.  The girls worked into deciding they needed to have a President (sometimes they called her the "Queen" or some other name) who would run each business meeting (some years it changed from meeting to meeting); a secretary who took good notes at the business meeting and emailed them out to everyone; a "Calendar Queen" - usually a Vice President, who kept the calendar of meetings, events, activities up to date with times, locations, etc. and emailed that out; and various other officers like people who were the "contact" person for each activity and/or meeting.


 


We did require girls sometimes to come to a specific meeting when it involved a campout or something similar, saying that without enough girls there to plan, shop, obtain equipment, etc. we couldn't do it, so everyone going to that event had to attend planning meeting.  But, other than that, we had no required meetings.  We had some very busy girls involved in lots of outside activities who were able to still be Girl Scouts that way.





* * * Girl Scouts 11-17/STUDIO 2B Websites * * * 


http://www.studio2b.org 


http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/list/11_17_new_awards.asp 


http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/studio2b/


http://scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Studio2B.htm


http://www.girlscoutsrock.com/


http://www.kidslist.uc.edu/kidslist/gs/s2b.html - STUDIO 2B Idea Exchange


http://home.cfl.rr.com/scoutingseasons/studio2b.htm


http://members.cox.net/southgansett/resources/S2BFB.html


http://www.scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Studio2B.htm


http://www.cbgsc.org/Resources/STUDIO2B.asp





Pines of Carolina Girl Scout Council has a "council's own" IPA called "A World of Opportunities" to help the girls learn about the STUDIO 2B resources at http://www.pinesofcarolina.org/fileadmin/user_upload/PG180.pdf.  Please contact Pines of Carolina before you begin work on this IPA.





>>Girl Scout Insurance: What Every Leader Should Know


Tagalongs are not just delicious cookies!  





Tagalongs are any registered or non-registered child (brother, sister, friend) for whom the program activity is not designed.





To ensure the focus of the Girl Scout program is on the girl/adult partnership, tagalongs are discouraged from being involved in Girl Scout activities.





If the tagalong is a registered member of a different troop/group, but is not of the proper age for the activity and is not participating as a service project, there is no insurance coverage.  For example, a registered Daisy Girl Scout tagging along with the parent who is leading a Junior Girl Scout troop has no coverage for the event. Conversely, a Junior Girl Scout assisting at a Brownie Girl Scout meeting to earn the Junior Aide Award does have coverage because it is part of her program.





Optional insurance coverage is available for such approved Girl Scout activities as nursery units at day camp, a special community group invited to join a council sponsored event, and boys who are participating in coed activities.





Editor's Note: For more information about Girl Scout insurance, check out the Girl Scout Insurance Questions and Answers.doc file in the Scouting Links Newsletter archives.





* * * ADVISOR RESOURCE WEB SITES * * * 


http://www.scoutinglinks.com - Scouting Links Website


http://www.girlscouts.org - The main web page for Girl Scouts USA


http://www.girlscouts.org/for_adults/leader_magazine/ - GSUSA's Leader Magazine online


http://www.neighborhood13-1.com/Leader_Lobby.html - Leader Lobby


http://home.comcast.net/~sandycoy/Index.html - Sandy's World of Girl Scouting


http://www.scoutville.com/ - Scoutville


http://scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Training/LdrTrain.htm - Leader Training Tips


http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/new-lead.htm - New Leader Tips


http://www.neighborhood13-1.com/uniform_adult_blouse.htm - Pin Placement for Adults


http://www.neighborhood13-1.com/troop_calendar_generator.htm - Calendar Generator


http://www.neighborhood13-1.com/what_to_bring-gen.htm - What to Bring Generator


http://www.printfree.com/index.htm - Printable Calendars, certificates & more





http://brownies368.tripod.com/leader.html#downloads - Lots of help to get organized


http://abe.midco.net/mpkrog1/GSlinks.htm - Favorite GS Links


http://www.kidslist.uc.edu/kidslist/wagggs.html - TONS of links!


http://home.comcast.net/~gs_leaders_camp/ - Girl Scout Leaders Camp


http://hometown.aol.com/GSMomJoann/FavoriteURLsIndex.html - Tons of links!


http://www.geocities.com/junior2513/index.html - Girl Scout Leaders Group


http://hackleylibrary.org/scoutlnk.htm - Web Sites for Scouts (GSUSA & BSA)


http://home.cfl.rr.com/scoutingseasons/ - Scouting For All Seasons


http://www.greenoaks2001.org/leader_resource_page.htm - Leader Resource Page


http://www.geocities.com/suarezgfam/On_My_Honor.html - Leader Resources


http://web.archive.org/web/20020403111729/http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Grove/6610/ - Leader Emporium


http://www.geocities.com/ags_resource_center/ - AGS Resource Center


http://neighborhood13-1.com/GS_Week_Activity_Sheets.htm - Girl Scout Week Activity Sheets


http://yahooligans.yahoo.com/arts_and_entertainment/girls__sites/ - Sites for Girls


http://www.naturely.com/archives.htm- Nature activities that tie in with Girl Scout programs





Want to know what NOT to do with your troop?  Check out “How to Kill A Scout Troop” at http://library.chsscout.net/Serious_Adult_Stuff/article-65-page-one.shtml





http://www.fortunecity.com/millennium/puppet/989/ipc/ - Instant Program Cards


http://basicsclothing.com/ - Girl Scout products


http://www.epilogsys.com/scoutingweb/Training/Products.htm - An amazing list of product links for everything leaders need….or just want!


Badge in a Box Kits - http://www.badgeinabox.net/pages/2/index.htm





Looking for graphics to spice up your newsletters?  Check out these sites!  Note: To save a graphic, right click the picture and then click on “Save Image As”.  Make sure you save it where you can find it again!





http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/graphics/- Graphics from GSUSA


http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Hills/6073/girlscouts/icons.htm


http://www.azmetro.com/gsclipart.html - Girl Scout Clip Art


http://www.scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Training/Graphics.htm


http://www.emf.net/~troop24/icons/clipart.html


http://www.graphmaster.org/


http://www.epilogsys.com/scoutingweb/SubPages/SWGraph.htm


http://www.kidsdomain.com/clip/


http://scouter.com/compass/graphics_and_clipart/girl_scout_graphics/


http://www.webplaces.com/search/ - Clip Art Search Engine


http://www.barrysclipart.com/ 


http://www.coolarchive.com/clipart.cfm


http://www.1clipart.com/


http://www.clipsahoy.com/index2.html





>>Girl Scout Publications:


STUDIO 2B Collections 11-13


STUDIO 2B Collections 13-15


STUDIO 2B Collections 15-17


STUDIO 2B Guide for Advisors


uniquely ME! Guide for Adults


Interest Projects for Girls 11-17 (Note: If you have Interest Projects for Cadette and Senior Girl Scouts, issued in 1997, this is the same book.  GSUSA just changed the cover for later printings.)


Safety-Wise 


Ceremonies in Girl Scouting


Let's Celebrate! Girl Scout Ceremonies


Games for Girl Scouts


Issues for Girl Scouts Series: Connections


Issues for Girl Scouts Series: Read to Lead


Issues for Girl Scouts Series: Girls Are Great


Issues for Girl Scouts Series: Media Know How


Contemporary Issues for Girl Scouts: 


     Tune in To Well-Being, Say No To Drugs: Substance Abuse


      Staying Safe: Preventing Child Abuse


      Reaching Out: Preventing Youth Suicide


      Caring and Coping: Facing Family Crisis


      Decisions For Your Life: Preventing Teenage Pregnancy


      Earth Matters: A Challenge For Environmental Action


      Developing Health & Fitness: Be Your Best!


Outdoor Education in Girl Scouting


"Girl Power! Keep It Going" Booklet and Patch Set


Fun and Easy Activities-Nature and Science


Fun and Easy Nature and Science Investigations


Trefoil Around The World


World Games and Recipes


Strength in Sharing: Philanthropy In Girl Scouting


Highlights in Girl Scouting 1912-1996


The Cut of the Cloth - A Brief History of the Girl Scout Uniform





* * * GIRL PLANNING * * * 


Submitted by Della - A Method of Planning the Year With the Girls 


Here’s something I did with my Girl Scouts this year. My girls are the type who want to do far more activities than they have time to do--trying to plan 10 pounds of activities with the proverbial 5 pound sack (calendar) is tough. Rather than taking their requests and attempting to fit it into a calendar, I made them do it, AND THEY ARE HAVING A BLAST!





Step 1: Decide on the Activities


Each girl gets a bunch of sticky notes. I gave them as many as they wanted. Then they went through the list of council events and they could write down each activity they wanted to do on a sticky note, along with the fees for the event. If they saw someone else had written it down, they didn’t need to write it down too (but they could if they wanted to). Chatter amongst them was encouraged (trying DESPERATELY to keep it to GS activities they’d like to do!).





Once they were done writing down the activities they wanted to do, they posted the sticky notes all around the room, trying to match up any duplicates. (Spread ‘em out---WAY out). Then each girl gets 7 self-stick stars of any color, and one red one. The red one means, "I’d rather die than do this event!" (not everyone used theirs!). Any other color means, "I want to do this event." Let ‘em loose and put their stars on each activity. Letting them mill around helps eliminate clique voting, because they’re so worried about using their stickers the way they want! Yes, they can vote for one item multiple times if they really want to do it.





Then we tallied up the number of stars. All stars count as one point, except for red which subtracts a point. Only those that got votes were considered, and were ranked from most to least points. We added up the cost of each, and fortunately, came in under what we had anticipated, so we didn’t have to deal with further discussion on that point.





Step 2: Preplan the activities


For each of the activities, we listed (each on another sticky note) everything that needed to be done. For example, for the Camporee, we need to do: SWAPs, a banner, a small float, meal planning, a kaper chart, and shopping for the food. We also have our annual fundraisers. Cookies needs a meeting to go over the info, at another we collect pre-orders, and another to cover booths. We go over each event to make sure each has the proper number of sticky notes.





NOTE: last year we spent so much time on the Silver "prerequisites" that they wanted to focus on fun activities and their Silver projects. That’s why we concentrated on scheduling events first, then the work on the awards.





Step 3: Schedule the activities


On a loooooong sheet of freezer paper (about 12 feet), I made a large calendar of the year. The month took up about 1.5 feet, and underneath the name of the month, I put only our meeting days, weekends, and any pertinent activities. 





We meet on Thursdays. I also marked the dates of council events (especially "individual" events like PA training), put Cookie/QSP dates on the calendar, major holidays, and anything else I can think of. I only put down the dates that we’d likely schedule something to save me some time. Each day/weekend on the calendar is big enough for a sticky note (another reason for not writing all the dates!).





Now, one event at a time, place the events where they need to be. For planning work, put the post-its on the meetings--no, we can’t do SWAPs, the banner, the float, meal planning AND shopping all in one meeting!!!





Now we see how many meetings are still empty. That’s when we decided on how many IPs we wanted to try to accomplish (remembering we’re going to try for Silver projects, too!). We determined two.





Step 4: Choose Awards to do


We used the same process with sticky notes and stars to come up with the list of IPs. We’ll work on planning the activities tonight.





We have spent 2 meetings on this so far, and they have had FAR MORE FUN planning than I thought they would. They feel VERY much in control of their activities, they are VERY interested in what’s coming down the pike, and (the best part for me), I keep hearing, "Ms. Della, this is HARD to figure out how to do all this!" One even thanked me because they didn’t know how much work planning a GS year is! We had to make a lot of difficult decisions, because there’s only so much time during the year, and so much to do! I saw a lot of teamwork, consensus building, compromising, and other good qualities that we’re trying to build in GS!





This can be scaled back for younger troops, but I wish I had thought of the calendar on the freezer paper a few years ago! It really shows the girls how much time they can plan. Plus, it rolls up quickly, and we’ll use it to track our progress during the year (repositioning sticky notes if we need to).





>>Submitted by Carol, mailto:cisch@lg.com


I give all of my new girls a binder with worksheets for the Silver Award (or Gold Award), information on leadership styles, a page of photo holders, a slip cover to put the troop schedule in (I give them a fresh one every 4 months), about 6 blank permission forms, and about 4 plastic pockets for other info (such as the STUDIO 2B Focus books). This gives them a place to keep songs and games from PA trainings, first aide info, camp recipes and all sorts of info that the older girls use. We also take their IPA books, and manuals (and other small books they might need) to Kinko’s and have them punched so they can be kept in the binders as well.





>>Submitted by mailto:IWANT2BEME@aol.com


Girl planning takes much more time than planning and executing it yourself!  It is a big adaptation when moving up from Juniors to Girl Scouts 11-17.  Our troop meets twice a month, and we're just finishing our 1st IPA of the year on which they did all the planning and execution.  That should give you an idea of how long it takes. I'd estimate that planning this party will take your girls as many as 4 more meetings. You may want to motivate them to do it in 3 meetings by rewarding them with a play date at your house for the 4th meeting.  ��Step 1 - Pick the activity and come up with ideas - complete. �  �Step 2 - asking for girls to volunteer to bring in the resources needed for researching the dance steps. The person who thought of the idea is usually a good one to ask if she'd like to do whatever she suggested.  Have them write themselves a note. At this meeting, you may also want to begin planning the rest of the party i.e. food, place, decorations and getting volunteers for who will be responsible for what kapers.��Step 3 - Follow-up with them and their parents. I follow-up the weekend before the meeting with them and maybe their parents (especially for my girls with attention deficit disorder). ��Step 4 - Meeting(s) to pick out the dance steps and potentially try them. Of course your daughter will volunteer to bring some resources so you'll have at least something to choose from. ��Step 5 - Putting it all together.  Finalizing.  Who, What, Where, When and How.  Have everyone make their own note with their own responsibilities. ��Step 6 - Follow-up with girls and parents. ��Step 7 - Coach - Let it be theirs.  Things won't turn out like you would've done it, but it will be OK.   It's also OK to let them fail.  If they don't follow through, suggest that they pick something else to do.  ��My troop planned to interview the coach of the women's professional basketball team.  Didn't happen.  So they decided to interview a coach from the local high school.  We've had 2 meetings where he was supposed to show up, but didn't. First time the scout didn't schedule it with him until the day of the meeting, and he couldn't come.  Second time, she didn't remind him and he forgot.  We're going to try for the third time at our next meeting, and since he called her on the cell phone at the last one, I think he will remember.  So what did we do when the meeting plan fell through?  We read some of the required reading in funny voices and planned.�


>>Submitted by mailto:mbitzan@wi.rr.com


My suggestions would be to stop calling the things that need to be done work. The girls are working hard enough at school and figuring out puberty.  Instead let them set some short and long-term goals.  If earning IPAs is not that important to them, that's okay. Try asking them what kind of help they could use to cope with their lives.  Do they need help managing their time? Learning to talk to adults? Learning to make healthy choices with their peers? Finding fun things to do with their time? Feeling like they are important to society?  Then focus a meeting on one of their suggestions.  Be creative in the delivery of the "message" you are trying to get across, i.e. make it fun not more work.  You could try calling one girl in the troop each week/month before planning the meeting and asking her what she would like to do for the meeting.  "Queen for the Day" type thing. (Be sure to talk to the girls about respecting each other and their feelings before starting).  The "queen" will get the much sought after individual attention and increase her leadership skills when you give her responsibility for part of "her" meeting; the other girls will realize they have a lot more in common than they thought, and you will find that much of what the girls have on their minds can be applied to a variety of IPA requirements without them thinking of it as just doing badge work.  In other words, apply the activities they really want to do to the IPAs after they have done them instead of picking an IPA and "working" on the requirements.  





* * * Girl Scout 11-17 Awards * * * 


>>Interest Project Awards 


Interest Project Awards (IPAs) are the rectangular patches that Girl Scouts 11-17 can earn.  In order to earn an IPA, each girl must complete 7 activities:  Skill Builders (2 required), Technology (1 required), Service Project (1 required), Career Exploration (1 required), and activities from categories of your choice (2 required).  Please refer to the Interest Projects book for the specific requirements.  Please note that the IPA book is a reference guide.  Related activities that are not specifically listed in the book can count toward IPAs.  Use your best judgment and if you have any questions, contact your level consultant, Service Unit Manager or council.  





Note: GSUSA is in the process of revising the Interest Project book, but there is no expected publication date.





The IPAs are worn on the front of the sash/vest.  Other patches (earned patches, participation/fun patches) should be worn on the back. 





Remember to tell the girls to watch their schoolwork. Believe it or not, some of that stuff may meet a requirement that they hadn't been able to fulfill OR may get them interested in a IPA they hadn't considered.





>>Interest Project Award Websites:


http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/list/11_17.asp


http://members.cox.net/southgansett/resources/S2B.html


http://jenefer.speedyweb.com/ipp.shtml 


http://www.gsosu.ascinet.com/troop_520/Insignia_Cadette_Senior.html 


http://www.phgsc.org/cadettesandseniorsIPP.htm 


http://www.geocities.com/brennan_51/IPPlinks.html 


http://www.geocities.com/gsgreenneck/IPP.html 





* * Interest Project Awards available from GSUSA (patches):


A World of Understanding 


   Check out the Thinking Day Issue of the Scouting Links Newsletter at 


   http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Scouting_Links_Newsletter/files/Thinking%20Day/


All About Birds 


   http://birding.about.com/index.htm?once=true&


   http://birds.about.com/index.htm?once=true&


   http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/birds/Birdwatching.html


   http://birding.about.com/library/weekly/aa041997.htm?once=true&


American Patriotism


   http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/online/11_17/american_patriotism.asp


   http://www.americanflags.org/html/index.flash.html


Architecture and Environmental Design 


   http://www.aia.org/


   http://www.asla.org/


   http://thearc.org/faqs/adaqa.html


   http://www.geocities.com/SoHo/1469/flwbuild.html


Artistic Crafts 


   http://www.auntannie.com/


   http://www.arts.ufl.edu/art/rt_room/artist_birthdays/birthday.html


   http://www.arts.ufl.edu/art/rt_room/@rtrageous/think_like_an_artist.html


   http://www.arts.ufl.edu/art/rt_room/@rtrageous/visual_pushups.html


Backpacking 


   http://www.lnt.org


   http://www.thebackpacker.com/


   http://www.outdoorclub.org/hike.html


   http://www.outdoors.org/


   http://www.hikemore.com/


Build a Better Future 


   http://www.swe.org/stellent/idcplg?IdcService=SS_GET_PAGE&nodeId=5


Camping 


   http://gorp.away.com/index.html


   http://www.outdoorclub.org/camp.html


Car Sense 


   http://www.carcarecouncil.org/index.shtml


   http://www.howstuffworks.com/anti-lock-brake.htm


   http://www.innerauto.com/


Child Care 


   http://nccic.org/


   http://www.get-a-sitter.com/babysittingclass.htm


   http://www.kidshealth.org/parent/


Collecting 


   http://info-bulletin.com/bulletin.php?cid=1025


   http://www.askoxford.com/asktheexperts/faq/aboutwords/collectors?view=print


   http://www.sossi.org/index.shtml


   http://www.junior-philatelists.com/welcome.htm


Computers in Everyday Life


   http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/online/11_17/computers_everyday_life.asp


   http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/tryit/tech/


Conflict Resolution 


   http://education.indiana.edu/cas/tt/v2i3/peer.html


   http://www.safeyouth.org/scripts/teens/conflict.asp


   http://www.bcparent.com/articles/teens/conflict_resolution.html


   http://www.education-world.com/a_curr/curr170.shtml


   http://v4.crinfo.org/


   http://www.acrnet.org/


Cookies and Dough 


   http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_cookies/cookie_history/


   http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_cookies/cookie_activity.asp


   http://www.littlebrowniebakers.com


   http://www.girlscoutcookiesabc.com/


Creative Cooking


   http://www.ganesa.com/food/index.html


   http://www.kidsrcooking.com/


   http://www.richardseah.com/naturalhealth/cooking.html


   http://homecooking.about.com/od/substitutions1/


   http://frugalliving.about.com/cs/foodtips/a/030601.htm


Desktop Publishing 


   http://www.dtpjournal.com/


   http://desktoppublishing.com/open.html


   http://www.copyright.gov/


   http://desktoppub.about.com/od/lessonplans/l/aa_k12lessons.htm


Digging Through the Past 


   http://geology.er.usgs.gov/paleo/


   http://www.rom.on.ca/digs/munsell/


Do You Get the Message? 


   http://www.shc.uiowa.edu/wjshc/wjshchom.html


   http://www.cerias.purdue.edu/education/k-12/teaching_resources/lessons_presentations/cryptology.html


Dollars and Sense 


   http://www.smg2000.org/


   http://www.expedia.com/pub/agent.dll?qscr=curc&zz=972230514290&&tpid=1&&zz=1121869278465&


   http://moneycentral.msn.com/investor/market/rates.asp


   http://www.howstuffworks.com/atm.htm


   http://www.lowrisk.com/87crash.htm


Eco-Action 


   http://outdoorclub.org/Wilderness_Quotes.html


   http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/glaciereft/envir3-1.htm


Emergency Preparedness 


   http://www.redcross.org/


   http://www.amhrt.org/presenter.jhtml?identifier=1200000


   http://www.fema.gov/


   http://www.fema.gov/kids/


Exploring the Net


   http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/online/11_17/exploring_net.asp


   http://members.aol.com/wbox/wbox.htm


   http://www.december.com/web/text/inetwhat.html


   ftp://ftp.merit.edu/documents/fyi/fyi28.txt


   http://www.december.com/web/text/webwhat.html


Family Living 


   http://www.thefamilycorner.com/


   http://www.familyeducation.com/home/


Fashion Design 


   http://www.textileaffairs.com/


   http://www.fitnyc.suny.edu/html/dynamic.html


Folk Arts 


   http://americanart.si.edu/index3.cfm


The Food Connection 


   http://www.kidshealth.org/


From A to V: Audiovisual Production 


   http://www.town4kids.com/town4kids/kids/digitalmedia/moviemaking/movie_main.htm


   http://www.gigglepotz.com/kidswithcameras.htm


From Fitness to Fashion 


   http://www.shapeup.org/


   http://www.healthyweight.com/


   http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Prairie/8088/beauty.html


   http://www.stretcher.com/stories/970922a.cfm


   http://www.skinrxclinic.com/skin_type.htm


From Shore to Sea 


   http://water.usgs.gov/outreach/OutReach.html


From Stress to Success 


   http://www.psychwww.com/mtsite/smpage.html


   http://imt.net/~randolfi/StressLinks.html


Games for Life 


   http://www.christysclipart.com/ice_breakers.html


   http://www.partygamecentral.com/


   http://www.gameskidsplay.net/ - Games Kids Play


   http://www.geocities.com/gsgreenneck/games.html - Games for Girl Scouts


   http://www.geocities.com/gsgreenneck/coopgames.html - Cooperative Games 


   http://www.scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/program/Games.htm - Games for Girl Scouts


   http://youthpastor.com/games/ - An index of over 300 games


   http://www.cambseastguides.org.uk/games/


   http://coy.ne.client2.attbi.com/LinksLibrary.html#Games - Village Links Library Games


   http://puzzlemaker.school.discovery.com/index.html - Puzzlemaker 


Generations Hand in Hand 


   http://www.americangeriatrics.org/


   http://www.aarp.org/


Graphic Communications 


   http://www.agcomm.org/


   http://teched.vt.edu/gcc/


Heritage Hunt 


   http://www.ancestry.com


   http://www.kindredkonnections.com/


   http://www.us-immigration.com/


High Adventure 


   http://outdoorclub.org/climb.html


Home Improvement 


   http://doityourself.com/


   http://www.hometime.com/


   http://www.bobvila.com/


   http://www.hometips.com/


Horse Sense 


   http://www.horseland.com/


   http://horsefun.com/start.html


   http://www.horseadvice.com/


   http://netvet.wustl.edu/horses.htm


Inventions and Inquiry 


   http://www.uspto.gov/


   http://www.astr.ua.edu/4000ws/4000WS.html


   http://www.sci.mus.mn.us/sln/tf/


Invitation to the Dance 


   http://www.centralhome.com/ballroomcountry/history.htm


It's About Time 


   http://www.ecben.net/calendar.shtml


Just Jewelry 


   http://www.makingfriends.com/jewelrymaking.htm


   http://www.makingfriends.com/ponybead/jewelry.htm


   http://www.makingfriends.com/macrame_crafts.htm


   http://jewelrymaking.about.com/


   http://www.allcrafts.net/Jewelry.htm


   http://www.artbeads.com/


Law and Order 


   http://www.collegemocktrial.org/


Leadership 


   http://207.12.160.58/Students/Leadership/Online_LRC/Main.asp


   http://ase.tufts.edu/osa/leadership/default.asp


   http://www.bettermanagement.com/


The Lure of Language 


   http://www.masterstech-home.com/ASLDict.html


   http://members.aol.com/rmallott2/origin.htm


   http://www.trueorigin.org/language01.asp


   http://www.geocities.com/alexandraekkelenkamp/originofpoetry.htm


Math, Maps, and More 


   http://www.coolmath4kids.com/


   http://www.coolmath.com/


   http://www.ed.gov/pubs/parents/Geography/index.html


Media Savvy 


   http://www.mediascope.org/pubs/ibriefs/bia.htm


   http://www.pbs.org/inthemix/educators/lessons/selfimage1/


   http://www.seekwellness.com/weight/body_image_and_you.htm


   http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/parents/marketing/issues_teens_marketing.cfm


   http://pbskids.org/dontbuyit/advertisingtricks/


Museum Discovery 


   http://2k.si.edu/


   http://icom.museum/vlmp/


   http://www.louvre.fr/llv/commun/home_flash.jsp?bmLocale=en


On a High Note 


   http://www.classicalarchives.com/


On the Court 


   http://www.acpe.edu.au/acpe_library/online_info_res/web_resources/court_games


   http://www.usavolleyball.org/


   http://www.usabadminton.org/


   http://www.usabasketball.com/


   http://www.usra.org/


On the Playing Field 


   http://www.ussoccer.com/


   http://www.usfieldhockey.com/


   http://www.uslacrosse.org/the_sport/girls_rules.phtml


   http://www.barla.org.uk/wg/index.asp


   http://www.usasoftball.com/


   http://www.onlinesports.com/pages/CareerCenter.html


Once Upon a Story 


   http://www.author-network.com/advice1.html


   http://www.write101.com/shortstory.htm


   http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/reproducibles/litplace/w970818a.htm


   http://pbskids.org/arthur/games/poetry/what.html


   http://www.gigglepoetry.com/poetryclass/cantwrite.htm


   http://members.cox.net/berniehpoetry/styles.html


Orienteering 


   http://www.us.orienteering.org/


   http://folk.uio.no/kjetikj/compass/


   http://www.trimble.com/gps/index.html


   http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/orient-2.html


Outdoor Survival 


   http://www.trackerschool.com/


   http://www.sarinfo.bc.ca/Sartechs.htm


Paddle, Pole, and Roll 


   http://outdoorclub.org/kayak.html


Paper Works 


   http://www.arts.ufl.edu/art/rt_room/@rtrageous/paper~techniques.html


   http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/paper.html


   http://www.pioneerthinking.com/makingpaper.html


The Performing Arts 


   http://www.shykids.com/mark's%20question.htm


   http://familycrafts.about.com/cs/dancetheater/


Pets 


   http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Plains/3515/main.htm


   http://www.avma.org/care4pets/


   http://www.hsus.org/pets/pet_care/


Photography 


   http://homeschooling.gomilpitas.com/explore/photography.htm


   http://www.kidzworld.com/site/p4796.htm


   http://www.biglearning.com/treasure-photography-for-kids.htm


   http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ngkids/0104/foolery/tips.html


Planet Power 


   http://www.sci.mus.mn.us/sln/vollis/


Plant Life 


   http://www.centerforplantconservation.org/


The Play's the Thing 


   http://www.playwriting101.com/


   http://www.writerswrite.com/journal/hughes.htm


   http://www.artsalive.ca/en/eth/design/


Public Relations 


   http://lamar.colostate.edu/~hallahan/hpubty.htm


Reading 


   http://www.virtualsalt.com/litterms.htm


   http://www.familycorner.com/cgi-bin/sefer.cgi?display:1097642229-9651.txt


Rolling Along 


   http://www.exploratorium.edu/cycling/index.html


Smooth Sailing 


   http://sailing.about.com/od/withkids/


   http://www.boatsafe.com/kids/


   http://www.factmonster.com/ipka/A0768401.html


   http://www.thecruisinglife.com/pdf/family/smooth_sailing.pdf


Space Exploration 


   http://www.frontiernet.net/~kidpower/astronomy.html


   http://www.nasa.gov


   http://www2.jpl.nasa.gov/basics/


   http://www.astro.wisc.edu/~dolan/constellations/


   http://www.fourmilab.ch/earthview/vplanet.html


   http://www.nasm.si.edu/


   http://seds.lpl.arizona.edu/nineplanets/nineplanets/nineplanets.html


   http://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/


   http://www.windows.ucar.edu/


   http://questdb.arc.nasa.gov/content_search_women.htm


   http://www.awis.org/


Sports for Life 


   http://www.sikids.com/index.html


Textile Arts 


   http://www.knitting-and.com/knitting/tips/spool-knit.htm


   http://www.wta-online.org/portal/home.asp


   http://www.learntoknit.com/


   http://crossstitch.about.com/library/weekly/aa073000a.htm


Travel 


   http://travelwithkids.about.com/


   http://www.travelforkids.com/


   http://www.cdc.gov/travel/child_travel.htm


   http://www.funbrain.com/where/


Understanding Yourself and Others 


   http://www.region.peel.on.ca/health/commhlth/selfest/2emotion.htm


   http://swamij.com/yoga-meditation-what-understanding.htm


   http://www.agecon.purdue.edu/extension/programs/fbm21/form11.htm


Visual Arts 


   http://www.schoolofvisualarts.edu/


   http://www.artslynx.org/vis/


   http://women.animation.org/


   http://usinfo.state.gov/usa/infousa/arts/visual.htm


Water Sports 


   http://w http://www.kidsdomain.com/kids/links/Water_Sports.html


   ww.webswim.com/


   http://www.kidsturncentral.com/links/swimlinks.htm


Why in the World? 


   http://eo.ucar.edu/rainbows/


   http://www.madsci.org/


   http://www.ipl.org/youth/projectguide/


   http://www.chem4kids.com/


   http://www.cellsalive.com/


Wildlife 


   http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/glaciereft/wildlife.htm


Women through Time 


   http://www2.lhric.org/pocantico/tubman/tubman.html


   http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Parthenon/1402/


   http://www.geocities.com/EnchantedForest/Glade/6967/whistory.htm


   http://www.geocities.com/EnchantedForest/Glade/6967/jl.htm


Women's Health 


   http://www.4woman.gov/


   http://www.healthywomen.org/


   http://www.womens-health.com/�   http://www.4girls.gov


Writing for Real 


   http://www.cyberteens.com/


   http://www.kids-space.org/


   http://www.newmoon.org/


   http://www.realkids.com/club.shtml


Your Best Defense 


   http://www.winjutsu.com/ninjakids/


   http://www3.sympatico.ca/jeffrey.muir/jeffkove.htm


   http://www.asksensei.com/kids.html


   http://www.womentraveltips.com/tips5.shtml


   http://www.safetyforwomen.com/


Your Own Business (Required for GS Silver Career Award/Silver Award)


   http://www.teachingkidsbusiness.com/how-to-start-your-own-business.htm


   http://www.teachingkidsbusiness.com/seed-capital-financing.htm


   http://www.businessknowhow.com/Startup/200ideas.htm


   http://www.entrepreneur.com/Your_Business/YB_Node/0,4507,111,00.html


�There are 10 new IPAs from GSUSA for Girl Scouts 11-17 (5 of which are available online, the others will be online soon) and the requirements are different from "old" IPAs.  In order to earn any of these new Interest Projects, there are six steps: (from http://www.studio2b.org/lounge/gs_stuff/ip_intro_steps.asp)��1. BUILD: Build a skill foundation by doing the IP's REQUIRED activity (each IP has one REQUIRED activity separate from the LEARN, DO, SHARE activities).�2. LEARN: Do ONE activity of your choice from the LEARN category.�3. DO: Do ONE activity of your choice from the DO category.�4. SHARE: Do ONE activity of your choice from the SHARE category.�5. DESIGN and do an activity of YOUR OWN (based on a SMART goal you'll plan with the help of an adult advisor). Designing a goal and activity of YOUR OWN is a great way to build and flex your leadership skills! �6. REFLECT: Prepare a short REFLECTION describing what part(s) of the Promise and Law relates to what you did while earning the IP. Think about how this IP has given you skills or greater understanding to help you live out that part(s) of the Promise and Law in your own life and then prepare a REFLECTION that best expresses your experiences and personality, such as a:�- 1-2 paragraph description�- Poem�- Song/rap�- Drawing/painting/photograph�- Short movie��Pictures of the new IPAs are available at http://www.studio2b.org/lounge/gs_stuff/ip_intro_awards.asp�Note: IPAs are still patches, but two of the IPAs ("In the Pink" and "Home Is Where the Heart Is") offer a choice between a patch, a charm, or a pin.  All IPAs have a certificate available, even the old ones.��BXtreme - Adventure and Extreme Sports - http://www.studio2b.org/lounge/gs_stuff/ip_b_xtreme.asp��Couch Potato - http://www.studio2b.org/lounge/gs_stuff/ip_potato.asp�   http://www.tbio.org/ �   http://www.tvturnoff.org/��G.O. Girl - Improve your space and G.O. …Get Organized! - http://www.studio2b.org/lounge/gs_stuff/ip_go_girl.asp��Global Girls - Women's issues on a global scale - http://www.studio2b.org/lounge/gs_stuff/ip_global_girls.asp��Hi-Tech Hide & Seek - http://www.studio2b.org/lounge/gs_stuff/ip_tech.asp�   http://www.letterboxing.org/�   http://www.geocaching.com/�   http://www.geosociety.org/�   http://www.nps.gov/�   http://www.usgs.gov/�   http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/longitude/gps.html�   http://www.phgsc.org/InternetScavengerHunt.htm�   http://www.earthcache.org/��Home is Where the Heart Is - http://www.studio2b.org/lounge/gs_stuff/ip_home_is_where_the_heart_is.asp���In the Pink - http://www.studio2b.org/lounge/gs_stuff/ip_pink.asp�   http://www.nationalbreastcancer.org/�   http://www.nbcam.org/about_mammography.cfm�   http://www.thebreastcancersite.com�   http://www.y-me.org/�   http://www.publichealthgrandrounds.unc.edu/brcancer/necklace.htm�   http://www.beadsforlife.com/awarenessbeads.html��On Your Own - Prepare for the "real world" and life away from home - http://www.studio2b.org/lounge/gs_stuff/ip_on_your_own.asp��Sew Glam - http://www.studio2b.org/lounge/gs_stuff/ip_sew.asp�   http://www.sewing.org/�   http://www.sewtrendy.com/�   http://www.asg.org/�   http://www.craftster.org/�   http://www.craftyarncouncil.com/�   http://www.craftpop.com/�   http://www.paccprofessionals.org/��Uncovering the Evidence - http://www.studio2b.org/lounge/gs_stuff/ip_evidence.asp�   http://www.fbi.gov/�   http://www.aafs.org/�   http://www.ncfs.org/home.html��What about the "Old" IPAs?  With the introduction of the new IPAs, you can continue to earn IPAs as designed in the Interest Projects for Girls 11-17 book; however, you can choose to complete them in a manner similar to the new IPAs instead:�- Do two "Skill Builders" activities of your choice. �- Do two activities of your choice from the four categories (selected activities can't be from the same category).�- Design and do one goal of your own (must be a SMART goal).�- Prepare a short REFLECTION describing what part(s) of the Promise and Law relates to what you did while earning the IP.��* * In addition to the new IPAs, GSUSA is introducing the Girl Scout Challenge 3: Courage, Character, and Confidence��Since Girl Scouts is all about confidence, courage, and character, you're already on the right track. Now take your C's for a test drive with THE CHALLENGE. When you complete the activities, you'll earn the Girl 11-17 Girl Scout Challenge Award Necklace and you might raise your C's to a whole new level. For all the details, go to http://www.studio2b.org/lounge/gs_stuff/challenge_11_17.asp�   �����


* * Focus Books available from GSUSA (charms):


Cashin' In: Affording What Really Matters in High School


   http://teenadvice.about.com/cs/moneymanagement/


   http://www.thirdage.com/news/archive/ALT04010521-01.html


   http://www.youthspecialties.com/articles/topics/consumerism/teens.php


   http://www.suffolk.lib.ny.us/youth/jcssmoney.html


College 101


   http://www.collegeboard.com


Don't Sweat It!


   http://imt.net/~randolfi/StressLinks.html


   http://library.thinkquest.org/13561/english/


Express It!


   http://www.centralparknyc.org/youth/youth_articles/teenstyle


   http://www.ncfy.com/expseng.htm 


   http://www.expressyourselfinc.org/home/default.html


Got Money? Saving and Investing


   http://www.msfinancialsavvy.com/kids_teens_investing/


   http://beginnersinvest.about.com/od/investingforkids/


   http://www.omnigraphics.com/product_view.php?ID=779


   http://www.familyfinancialnetwork.com/investing_teens.html


Looking In, Reaching Out (Required for the Silver 4Bs Challenge/Silver Award)


   http://www.rochelehirsch.com/


   http://www.enotalone.com/article/2580.html


Makin' Waves


   http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/kids.htm


   http://school.discovery.com/schooladventures/planetocean/ocean.html


   http://www.kidsolr.com/science/page15.html


   http://www.oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/


   http://www.ocean.com/learn/


Mind Your Own Business


   http://www.quintcareers.com/jobs_for_teens.html


   http://www.entrepreneur.com/tsu/article/0,5788,304346,00.html


   http://www.groovejob.com/resources/creative-ideas-for-teen-jobs/


On the Go!


   http://travelwithkids.about.com/


   http://www.travelforkids.com/


   http://www.cdc.gov/travel/child_travel.htm


   http://www.funbrain.com/where/


On Track


   http://www.gogirlgo.com/cgi-bin/iowa/ggw/index.html


   http://www.americaonthemove.org/Default.asp


   http://www.presidentschallenge.org/index.aspx


   http://running.about.com/od/teens/


   http://www.estronaut.com/a/track_for_teenagers.htm


   http://www.kidsrunning.com/


Parks Matter�   http://www.familyeducation.com/article/0,1120,67-602,00.html�   http://dmoz.org/Kids_and_Teens/School_Time/Science/Environment/�   http://www.nps.gov/rtca/�   http://www.lnt.org/�   NPS WebRangers Site - http://www.nps.gov/webrangers/�   Name That Park Game - http://www.nps.gov/interp/gis_day/list.htm�   The NPS GoZone - http://www.nps.gov/learn/gozone.htm�   Park Trivia Quiz - http://usparks.about.com/library/weekly/aa071799a.htm�   Park Locator - http://www.us-parks.com/park_locator.html�Take Charge


* Editor's Note:  This Focus Book deals with some really scary stuff, like rape, date rape, and incest.  


   http://www.loveisnotabuse.com/cool_stuff.asp


   http://www.teenadvice.about.com/library/weekly/qanda/blpeerpressure.htm


   http://www.teenadvice.about.com/library/weekly/aa101600a.htm


   http://www.bellaonline.com/subjects/3898.asp


uniquely ME! Inside & Out


   http://www.hardygirlshealthywomen.org/


   http://www.girlscouts.org/program/program_opportunities/leadership/uniquelyme.asp


   http://www.studio2b.org/life/uniquelyme/


   http://store.yahoo.com/marcoproducts/freetips.html �   http://www.toosmarttostart.samhsa.gov/youth.html�   http://store.health.org/catalog/ProductDetails.aspx?ProductID=16691


uniquely ME! The Real Deal (Required for the Silver Leadership Award/Silver Award)


   http://www.geocities.com/gs_trp/charm_activities.pdf


   http://www.girlscouts.org/program/program_opportunities/leadership/uniquelyme.asp


   http://www.studio2b.org/life/uniquelyme/


Write Now


   http://teenwriting.about.com/


   http://www.teenink.com/Resources/WritingR.html


   http://www.youthcomm.org/WhoWeAre/Mission-Statement.htm





Basics Binder - In addition to the Focus Books, the STUDIO 2B approach introduces the "Basics Binder", which is the repository for all things "Girl Scouty".  When you purchase the binder set, you receive the binder itself, the Girl Scouts Basics insert and some dividers.  So far, there are 3 other Binder Inserts that you can purchase:





Girl Scout Basics - The name says it all.  This binder explains the 4B's, talks about advisors, uniforms, IPAs, Focus Book charms, the promise & law, etc.





On The Money: Cookies & More (charm)


Don't be fooled by the name.  This award is about money earning activities, beyond just selling cookies.  Like a Focus Book, there are no set number of activities to earn the charm.  The insert includes:


- Lots of money earning ideas


- How to come up with your own money earning ideas


- Marketing Strategies


- Money Management & Budgeting


- GSUSA money earning activity guidelines


Note: Please refer to the * * * Money Earning vs. Fund Raising * * * section for money earning information.





Girl Scout Silver Award: Go For It! (pin)


   1. ORGANIZE. Get Ready. Become organized to help you take the next five steps.


   2. LEAD. Earn the Girl Scout Silver Leadership Award (charm).


   3. NETWORK. Earn the Girl Scout Silver Career Award (charm).


   4. CREATE. Earn the Girl Scout Silver 4Bs Challenge (charm).


   5. ACT. Complete a Girl Scout Silver Award Project. Your project should total at least 40 “planning and doing” hours.


   6. REFLECT. Think about it. How has earning the Girl Scout Silver Award changed you and impacted others?





Silver Award Notes: 


* The Girl Scout Silver Award is for Girl Scouts who are ages 11-14 or in grades 6-9.


* Although the Bronze Award is not a prerequisite for the Silver Award, if a girl is working on her Bronze Award, she may not begin work on her Silver Award.


* A girl may not start working on her Silver Award when she is registered as a Junior Girl Scout.


* The earlier editions of the Girl Scout Silver Award: Go For It! insert have some typos:


     page 31 - The project must take at least 40 hours (it says 50).


                     The Silver Award can only be earned by girls in grades 6-9 (it says 6-8) or ages 11-14.


* The Girl Scout Silver Award is a pin, not a charm.





Silver Award Websites:


Editor's Note: Please note that a lot of these websites refer to the OLD requirements for the Silver Award.  Use them as a place to get ideas, but refer to the "Silver Award: Go For It!" binder insert for requirements.


   http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/highest_awards/silver_award.asp


   http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/highest_awards/silver_award_good_to_great.pdf


   http://www.hgsc.org/Forms/BookletSep04.pdf


   http://www.geocities.com/gsgreenneck/Silver.htm - Silver Award Projects 


   http://gsleaders.org/files/a_silver.htm





Silver Award Project Ideas:


Make "birthday boxes" (cake mix, frosting, candles, decorations, etc. in a decorated shoe box) for kids in shelters, food pantries and such.





Organize a Girl Scout Friendship Program at a school for teens with special needs.  The girls periodically visit the school to socialize with the students, teach them songs, do crafts, and interact with them on a one-to-one basis.





Make game boxes to help Daisy and Brownie Girl Scout leaders.  The boxes can contain the instructions and all materials needed for a variety of age appropriate games.





Create a video on how to set up and take down the tents and how to care for them while they are in use.  Make several copies available to the service unit for troops to borrow as part of the troop’s preparation for camping.





Run a Brownie/Junior workshop to earn the Stitch It Together Try It and Sew Simple Badge.  Have the girls use their new skills to assemble quilts for the homeless. 








Submitted by Julie, mailto: juliew428@yahoo.com


The Silver Award project my daughter is planning came out of her love of video taping all sorts of things. This past year, she decided she wanted to video tape our troop meetings, events and activities.  She figured she would then give each girl in the troop a copy on DVD or video.  Then she started thinking how she could expand it to be an "intro to Girl Scouts 11-17" for Bridging Juniors.  Since she's going into 8th grade, she felt she could also tie in her own bridging and get information from local Girl Scouts 14-17.  She plans to include STUDIO 2B, IPAs, service projects, etc., as well as interviews with girls about why they are still in Girl Scouts in middle and high school and more.


She figured it could also be used in trainings.  So over this next year she will be videotaping activities and then edit it all together and create her own video.





>>Girl Scout Silver Career Award (formerly From Dreams to Reality)


    1. What’s Out There? Find out about career options. Read newspapers, go online, visit your library, or talk to adults as a way of finding out about careers.


    2. Who’s Out There? Talk to 3 adults with different jobs. Talk to a college student about expected job opportunities.


    3. Be Your Own Boss. Earn the Your Own Business IPA.


    4. Journal It: Write down what you have learned.





>>Girl Scout Silver 4Bs Challenge Award (formerly Cadette Girl Scout Challenge Pin)


    1. Become: Figure out what you need to do to become your best self in the future. Set an improvement goal.


    2. Belong. Earn the charm for the Focus Book: Looking In, Reaching Out.


    3. Believe: Identify an issue in your school or community that you feel strongly about and set an improvement goal.


    4. Build: Think about your issue from all angles and brainstorm possible solutions before taking action.





>>Silver Girl Scout Leadership Award (formerly Cadette Girl Scout Leadership Award)


    1. Earn an IPA based on: honest & fair, friendly & helpful, considerate & caring or courageous & strong.


    2. Earn an IPA based on: responsible for what I say and do, respect myself and others or respect authority.


    3. Earn an IPA based on: use resources wisely, make the world a better place or be a sister to every Girl Scout.


    4. Earn the charm for the Focus Book: Uniquely Me! The Real Deal.


    5. Spend 15 hours in one or more leadership roles.


    6. Journal It: Write down what you have learned.





Girl Scout Gold Award: Go For It! (pin)


   1. ORGANIZE. Build a framework - get organized so that you can carry out the next six steps.


   2. LEAD. Earn the Girl Scout Gold Leadership Award (charm).


   3. NETWORK. Earn the Girl Scout Gold Career Award (charm).


   4. EXPLORE. Earn the Girl Scout Gold 4Bs Challenge (charm).


   5. CREATE. Create a project plan for your Girl Scout Gold Award Project.


   6. ACT. Complete a Girl Scout Gold Award Project. Your project should total at least 65 “planning and doing” hours.


   7. REFLECT. Reflect and evaluate - realize how earning the Girl Scout Gold Award has changed you and impacted others.





Gold Award Notes: 


* A girl must be age 14 or going into grade 9 to work on steps 1-3 of her Girl Scout Gold Award.  She must be 15 or going into grade 10 to start work on Steps 4-7.


* The Gold Award project must be completed by September 30 following high school graduation or age 18, whichever is later.


* Although the Silver Award is not a prerequisite for the Gold Award, if a girl is working on her Silver Award, she may not begin work on her Gold Award.


* The Gold Award project fulfills a need within a girl's community (whether local or global), creates change, and hopefully, is something that becomes ongoing. 


* The Girl Scout Gold Award Project Proposal form must be submitted to your council at least six weeks prior to the start of your project.


* The Girl Scout Gold Award is a pin, not a charm.





Gold Award Websites:


Editor's Note: Please note that a lot of these websites refer to the OLD requirements for the Gold Award.  Use them as a place to get ideas, but refer to the "Gold Award: Go For It!" binder insert for requirements.


   http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/highest_awards/gold_award.asp


   http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/highest_awards/gold_award_good_to_great.pdf


   http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/highest_awards/Gold_Award_FAQs.pdf


   http://www.geocities.com/gsgreenneck/Goldaward.htm - Gold Award Projects


   http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Hills/5940/goldprojects.html


   http://www.geocities.com/brennan_51/gold.html - Path to the Gold!


   http://www.projectkickstart.com/html/triggerlist.htm - General Project Planning


   http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GSGoldAward/ - This is a Yahoo news group.  You would need to join the group to participate.





>>Girl Scout Gold Career Award (formerly Career Exploration Pin)


    1. Spend 40 hours working or learning about careers.


    2. Write your dream job description. 





>>Girl Scout Gold 4Bs Challenge Award (formerly Senior Girl Scout Challenge Pin)


    1. Become: Figure out what you need to do to become your best self in the future. Decide on two skills you need to improve and the steps you will take to improve them.


    2. Belong. Find out more about your community and its members.


    3. Believe: Draft a vision statement of change for one aspect of the community's needs.


    4. Build: Build your persuasive skills to help you persuade others to support your position on this issue.





>>Gold Girl Scout Leadership Award (formerly Senior Girl Scout Leadership Award)


    1. Earn an IPA based on: honest & fair, friendly & helpful, considerate & caring or courageous & strong.


    2. Earn an IPA based on: responsible for what I say and do, respect myself and others or respect authority.


    3. Earn an IPA based on: use resources wisely, make the world a better place or be a sister to every Girl Scout.


    4. Set goals and earn charm for the STUDIO 2B Focus Book of your choice.


    5. Spend 30 hours in one or more leadership roles.


    6. Journal It: Write down what you have learned.





* * * Additional Awards for Girl Scouts 11-17 from GSUSA * * * 


Girl Scout Program Aide Awards - (no change) After you take Program Aide training offered by Council you will receive your pin.  After serving 25 hours working with younger girls, you will receive your patch





Bridge to Girl Scouts 14-17 Award


Please note that GSUSA has not defined the requirements for this Award yet.  Here are the requirements that my council is using (Lenni-Lenape):


1. Interview at least two former or current members of Girl Scouts who were/are members of the program in grades 10 -12. Find out what they did/do at this level.


2. Check out the Collections magazine for the next age group. Pick three activities that interest you. Do one of them.


3. Do something to help others learn about Girl Scouts 11-17.


4. Find out about Leader-in-Training (LIT), Counselor-in-Training (CIT), Apprentice Trainer, and Girl Scout Troop Assistant opportunities. Find out what training is available. Learn about the Girl Scout Gold Award. If possible, speak to a girl who has been involved with one or more of these activities and can tell you about them.


5. Conduct a leadership activity for a group Junior Girl Scouts, especially those in fifth grade.


6. Design your own ceremony to receive the rainbow tent award signifying your intent to continue to advance yourself in the Girl Scouts 11-17 program level.





Girl Scout 11-14 Community Service Bar (Light Blue - no change)


1. Select the organization in which you would like to work. They must agree to train you for at least 4 hours. Council must approve both the organization that you choose and the training they propose.


2. Serve at least 25 hours with the organization that you have chosen. 





Girl Scout 14-17 Community Service Bar (Burgundy - no change)


1. Select the organization in which you would like to work.  They must agree to train you for at least 4 hours.  Council must approve both the organization that you choose and the training they propose.


2. Serve at least 25 hours with the organization that you have chosen. 





Community Service Bar for Contributions to Girl Scouting (Green - no change)


1. Take at least 4 hours of Girl Scout training.


2. Serve at least 25 hours with Girl Scouts.





Leader In Training (LIT) Pin & Patch


1. After you take the Leader-In-Training training offered by Council you will receive your pin.


2. After serving 25 hours working with younger girls, you will receive your patch.


3. Note:  You must complete 9th grade before working on this project.





Girl Scout Troop Assistant Pin (age 16+)


1. Complete a Leader in Training Project


2. Compete the 10th grade


3. Complete one year of service to a troop or group.





Counselor In Training (CIT) Pin & Patch


1. After you take the Counselor-In-Training training offered by Council you will receive your pin.


2. Intern as a counselor in a Girl Scout camp.


3. Note:  You must complete 10th grade before working on this project.





Counselor In Training II (CIT II) Pin


After you take your second year of Counselor-In-Training training, you will receive your pin.





Apprentice Trainer’s Pin - Take Train the Trainer training course at your council





Girl Scout Cookie Sale Activity Pin


   http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_cookies/cookie_activity.asp


   http://www.littlebrowniebakers.com


   http://www.girlscoutcookiesabc.com/





Safety Award for Girl Scouts 11-17


   SafetyWise, pages 12-13


   http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/online/safety/11_17_safety_award.asp





Bridge to Adult Girl Scouts Pin (no change)


1.  Find out how Girl Scouting is organized in your community.


2.  Find out about the volunteer positions that are open to adults.


3.  Interview professional Girl Scout staff and find out what kinds of education and experience are needed for key position.


4.  Find out about training available for adults and, if possible, participate in an adult training event.


5.  Take on a leadership role in Girl Scouting working with adults.  This might be as a Program Aide, a Leader-In-Training, a Counselor-In-Training, a Girl Scout Troop Assistant, and Apprentice Trainer, or a member of an event task group or board committee.


6.  Plan or help plan a bridging ceremony, in which you receive your Bridge to Adult Girl Scouts pin.  





------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


You can help raise funds for the "uniquely ME!" self esteem program!  Go to http://www.campaignforrealbeauty.com/flat3.asp?id=2287 click "sign pledge book" and the "uniquely ME!" Girl Scout/Unilever project will get $1.00 for every pledge through 8/31/2005.


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------





* * * ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS & PATCHES FOR GIRL SCOUTS 11-17 * * * 


Discover the World - http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/online/participation_patches/discover_world/


Get With The Land - http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/online/participation_patches/getwithland/


Ms. President GSUSA Patch - http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/online/participation_patches/ms_president/


American Volkssports Program - http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/online/participation_patches/volkssporting/


Water Drop Patch - http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/online/participation_patches/water_drop/


Shape Up! Patch - http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/online/participation_patches/shape_up/default.asp





Working on Interest Project Awards can be a lot of fun!  But what if your girls are interested in something really different?  That's when you can develop your own IPA.  How to do this?  Girl Scouts of the Nation's Capital has made it easy!  Download the instructions at http://www.gscnc.org/patches/ (click on the pull down box and look for "How to Develop your own Badge / Your own Interest Project".  This is a zipped file, so you will need WinZip to open it, which is also available for download on the patches page!  The ususal caveat applies: use these instructions to get you started, but check with your own council for specific guidelines and rules.





President’s Fitness Challenge - http://www.fitness.gov/challenge/challenge.html  


National Parks Service Junior Ranger Program - http://www.nps.gov/learn/juniorranger.htm 


National Park Service's Girl Scout Service to America Patch - http://www.servicetoamerica.org/beta/girlscouts/gsusaindex.html 


United States Heritage Award - http://www.nationstrails.com/awards/ This award was designed to give youth recognition for learning about the heritage of the United States of America, and showing patriotism.  


Flat Stacie Project for Girl Scouts/Girl Guides - http://www.flatstanleyproject.com/girl-scouts.htm 


President's Volunteer Service Awards - http://www.presidentialserviceawards.gov/tg/PSSA


Opening Doors, Opening Minds - http://www.hiusa.org for details.


Zink the Zebra - http://www.zinkthezebra.org/dnav/51/page.htm 





GSUSA awards just for Girl Scouts Overseas - http://www.girlscouts.org/who_we_are/overseas/insignia.asp





>>Council's Own Programs


Check with your local Council.  Most offer special “Council’s Own” patches for the girls to work on.  Not all councils are willing to share their programs.  Please check with the particular council before starting work on any Councils Own program.


   http://groups.yahoo.com/group/councils-own-programs/?yguid=10418239 - Council's Own Yahoo Group


   http://troop851.ellenbecker.net/council_owns.htm


   http://www.gsvsc.org/info.htm - Girl Scouts of Virginia Skyline Council


   http://hometown.aol.com/GSMomJoann/IPAIndex.html





Looking for supplemental, earned, patches for your troop?  Want more than just a “fun” patch?  Check out http://www.patchworkdesigns.net/patchprograms.htm


Programs Include: Community Service, Princess Scout - Building Self Esteem and Respect for Others, Safari Adventure, Scrapbooking


Historically Speaking Countries: Australia, Brazil, China, England, Egypt, France, Germany, Ghana, Greece, India, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Sweden, Switzerland, USA 


Historically Speaking States: Alabama, California, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Savannah, Hawaii, Maryland, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, Ellis Island, North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Washington DC, West Virginia


* * Please note that these award patches are not official GSUSA and should be worn on the back of the sash/vest.





Religious Awards - Most religions have their own award for Girl Scouts.  Religious Awards should not be worked on within a troop if the troop is religiously diverse.  Each religion has it’s own set of requirements for their awards.  You can check out the religious awards at: 


http://www.praypub.org/main_frameset.htm - P.R.A.Y.


http://www.ptgirlscouts.org/religrec.htm - Christian, Jewish, Islam, Hindu, Buddhist


http://www.cog.org/projects/hartcres.html - Wicca and other nature faiths


http://www.nccs-bsa.org/emblems-awards/rosaryPatch.php - Rosary Patch Program





Special Awards for Canadian Guides:


http://www.dukeofed.org/ - The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Young Canadians Challenge





=========================================


Award Placement


=========================================


A girl should wear the most prestigious of the three top awards she has earned (Bronze, Silver or Gold) to the left of her GS pin. Once she has earned a higher award, the one proceeding will migrate down to the mid right hand side of the vest or mid-way down on the sash with the other pin awards. That means a girl who has earned a Silver Award will continue to wear that award to the left of her GS pin until she has earned the Gold award.  





Note:  The Silver/Gold Awards are pins that go on the front of the sash/vest.  There are also a Silver/Gold Award Patches.  These are “fun” patches and should not be put on the front of the sash/vest.





Interest Project Award patches go on the front of the sash/vest.  Charms may be displayed on the sash/vest using the STUDIO 2B charm holder or on bracelets, necklaces, etc.





Need to know where to put all those other awards?  Go to http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/where_to_place/11_17/





Looking for “Fun Patches” for an event or activity?  Check out these sites!  Please remember that “Fun Patches” belong on the back of the sash/vest.





http://shop.girlscouts.org/frames.asp?cartID=7066469D&store=giftshop&page=prodpages/patches/ - GSUSA Fun Patches


http://www.patchandpin.com/ - Best prices for custom patches


http://www.gopatch.com/ - Sunshine Patch & Emblem


http://www.patchcorner.com/ - Patch Corner


http://www.design-it.com - Design It Patch Catalog


http://www.patchworkdesigns.net - Patchworks


http://www.memory-patches.com/alphabetical_listing_of_all_yout.htm - Activity Patches


http://www.patchsales.com - Lots of stock patches


http://www.welshind.com/gsusa.htm


http://www.patchcon.com/cgibin/start.cgi/store/welcome.html


http://www.memory-patches.com/ - patches from historical monuments, parks, etc


http://www.careplus.com/emblemsfp.htm - custom patches


http://www.advantageemblem.com/


http://www.littleawards.com/littleawards/


http://www.patches4less.com/





Looking for "Fun Charms"?  Check out these sites!


http://www.design-it.com/catalog/charms.htm


http://www.artbeads.com


http://www.auntiesbeads.com


http://www.bluemud.com


http://www.inmcrystal.com/inm/


http://www.timelesscharms.com/


http://www.chains-and-charms.com/





Italian Charms:


http://www.handmadecuties.com 


http://www.dollsandducks.com


http://trinidad.site.yahoo.net/





* * * SERVICE WITH A SMILE * * * 


At holidays, fill small bags and deliver them to the Salvation Army. Include crayons, markers, stickers, pencils, coloring books. Then add a hand made card and a little sweet treat. 





Make a collection for a day shelter in your area. Deliver flyers around town and place a box for pick up. Include in your flyer what is needed: deodorant, shampoo, tooth brushes and paste, blue jeans in good condition... ..whatever they need.





Make a collection for a pet shelter. Leave a bag on doors in a neighborhood with a note explaining what you will be collecting and have people leave donations on the porch for you to pick up Sat. after 10am. Grocery stores will give you plastic bags if you tell them what you need them for.


Plan and run a pet adoption day





Compile a list of local places for field trips with addresses, phone numbers, contact people and cost if any. A list of venues to hold events- calling churches and other organizations to see if the places could be used- again including cost, numbers, capacity, contact person.





Start a swap/craft ideas book or "Try-Its In A Box" (set up kits for the service unit leaders to check out in order to do different try-its).





Visit a nursing home and play games, do crafts and put on skits for the residents. 





Plan and present a Sports 'n Games Workshop for Brownie and Junior Girl Scouts.





Collect items to make personal hygiene bags for a local soup kitchen.





Run a Try It/Badge Day for Brownies and Juniors.





Help a Brownie or Junior Troop earn the Blood Buddies Patch Program. Organize and run a blood drive (see http://members.aol.com/JEM35/patch1wrgsc.html).





Organize and run a “Camping 101” weekend for Brownies and Juniors that have never been camping.





Help run a Religious Award program for younger Girl Scouts.





Work at a local nature trail ... identifying trees, making signs, etc. 





Make cards for a veteran’s hospital, children’s hospital, nursing home, etc. They can always use a bit of cheer.





Have each girl donate a sweatshirt or a pair of mittens, wrap them and present them to a crisis center or unwed mother's home.





Organize and run a gently used coat drive and donate the coats.





Clean up at the school/church/building where you meet.





Adopt a family for the holidays.





Host a Halloween party for a homeless shelter.





Hold a school-supply drive at the beginning of the school year.





Collect new stuffed animals for local fire dept./rescue squad.





Place flags and poppies on the graves of veterans for Memorial Day.  





Clean up a park or streets of the city.  





Collect blankets and towels for an animal shelter or pet adoption center - then tour the facility.





Go caroling at a retirement home (bring handmade trinkets/SWAPS with you).





Hold a generic baby shower.  Offer this to your service unit, play games just like a regular shower, but the recipient(s) is unknown.  Once you've collected all the gifts, deliver them to a local woman's shelter that deals with pregnant girls. 





Make Rainy Day kits (with crayons, paper, crafts, games, etc.) for a children's hospital or children's wing of local hospital. 





Work on a Habitat for Humanity site.





Play games at the local Children's Hospital.





Make blankets for Project Linus (http://www.projectlinus.org/).





Make little baggies of toiletry items for new mothers and their babies.  Then deliver them to the neo-natal unit and got a tour of the facility including going into the unit and seeing the babies up close. 





Cook Thanksgiving dinner for a local homeless shelter.





Make dessert for local a community Meals on Wheels delivery.





Act as buddies for a Little League team of kids with special needs. 





Paint fire hydrants.





Organize a series of art lessons to Junior Girl Scouts which includes art history and drawing on the particular topic taught that day.





Create a sign language video to be used by younger Girl Scouts to make them aware of this language.





Service Project Web Sites:


http://www.usaweekend.com/diffday/index.html - The 4th Saturday in October is "Make a Difference Day". I encourage all troops to join others everywhere to make a difference on this day.  Don't forget to register your event.  With the Girl Scout year starting Oct. 1, Make A Difference Day comes pretty quick! 





http://www.colorasmile.org/ - Color A Smile collects crayon drawings from school children.  Every month these “masterpieces” are mailed to people all over the country.  Recipients include senior citizens, people who are sick, people who have been in accidents, and people who just need a smile!





http://www.geocities.com/tmcmom/jserve.html 


http://www.gsleaders.org/files/olderserv.htm 


http://www.PocketFlagProject.com/ - Pocket Flag Project


http://bottlesofhope.org/ - Bottles of Hope, a service project to support cancer patients


http://www.volunteermatch.org/ - Find out who needs volunteers in your area


http://www.volunteering.org.uk/ - Find out how you can volunteer in the UK


http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/service.htm - Service Project Ideas


The Points of Light Foundation & Volunteer Center National Network - http://www.1800volunteer.org


Servenet - http://www.servenet.org 


Locks of love - http://www.locksoflove.org 


Kids and teen-givespot.com - http://www.givespot.com/resources/kidsteens.htm


Youth corps for animals - http://www.youthforanimals.org/


Youth volunteer corps of America - http://www.yvca.org/


Performing hearts - http://www.performinghearts.com/


The Humane Society of the of the US - http://www.humaneteen.org/


Read to Feed, an international service project designed for kids - http://www.readtofeed.org/ 


Focus America - http://www.focusamerica.org


Operation Happy Sock - www.operationhappysock.com





Gold Award Ideas:


>>Submitted by Jeri - mailto:Squeek001@AOL.COM


I had the honor of seeing my last 'girl' get her Gold Award; hers was the 4th, and last, out of a troop of 10.  I just wanted to share some thoughts and insights to other leaders faced with the 'what am I going to do' for a Gold Award project questions.





The first project was pretty traditional.  The member enjoys working with children.  She spent each week from November through May working in a local elementary school.  She started baby-sitting for PTA meetings or school counseling sessions.  The school kept adding responsibilities until she was supervising tutors who came from the local middle school.  Hers was the first Gold Award for our SU in about 15 years.  





The second project involved a girl with special needs.  Due to her medical history she has physical and emotional delays. She loves hockey and approached the local franchise of the western hockey league.  She proposed an internship to them for high school students. The general manager has experience working with special needs kids and they sucked her up.  She spent the season setting up the rink, working on season ticket holders special packages, keeping goalie statistics and visiting children's hospitals.  The public relations person for the team was at her Gold Award ceremony. Apparently the visits to the children's hospitals has a whole new meaning for the team due to the many occasions that she had been a patient.  





The third award was pretty practical.  The member spent the better part of the summer working on the landscaping and parking lot of her church.  She weeded, planted, helped build a deck, cleaned and restriped the parking lot. While she was doing this a Boy Scout built a new sign for the church as his Eagle project.  Doing this project she learned that she was allergic to beauty bark!  





The last award involved draft horses.  The member is the 2000 Washington Junior Draft Horse Champion.  Her project involved the staging of a draft horse competition.  She did everything except sign the assorted contracts and the acquisition of sponsorships for the classes.  She is attending a community college as a Running Start student.  She received her Gold Award yesterday in the center of the arena for the Washington State Draft Horse and Mule Association show.  She's got a year of school left to do, so we will have to wait and see where she is headed.





Gold Award projects can be ANYTHING.  The member must truly be interested in the topic or it simply won't get finished.   The hardest thing you have to do is to insure that the completion paperwork is done.  I sat at three kitchen tables for several hours to get the final paperwork.





When I first began learning about the Gold Award, I trapped a very experienced troop leader from another part of our council in the kitchen at the Council Office.  I asked her what the bottom line is on Gold Awards (she had 13 at that time).  Her guidance was right on:





1) The girl MUST BE interested in the topic.  The "look-good-on-paper" kind of stuff won't work.  She must be actually interested in the subject matter and would end up doing the project anyway.  The awards my girls received fell into this category.





2) In my opinion and based on my experience with very busy girls, the girl should try to finish the award by winter break of her Senior year in high school.  After that time, the focus of the girl switches to graduation completion requirements, prom, and graduation.  The time goes very quickly.  I had three girls who didn't complete their projects because they fell out of that window, they just didn't have time to finish.  The girl who did complete her hours during that time finished her paperwork the day after she graduated from high school.  We had two that completed during summer break between their Junior and Senior years and one that finished during the winter hockey season of her Junior year.





3) Involvement of the parent/guardian is paramount.  I asked one of my girls why she wanted a Gold Award and her response was: "I'd like to continue breathing". (Her Mom is a 1st Class and her Grandma is a Golden Eaglet).  I figured she had the proper motivation!





>>Submitted by Judy, mailto:jbrennan2@KC.RR.COM


I am so very, very proud of all my girls.  Here is a summary of their Gold Projects.





Kimberly conducted a campaign to promote the awareness of anemia. Her life was deeply impacted by anemia when her older sister was suddenly stricken with chronic autoimmune hemolytic anemia. She began thinking about how she could help people who are newly diagnosed. Her goal was to make 150 "cuddle bags" containing coloring books, crayons, cuddly friends, games, and books. When a patient is admitted to the hospital, the nurse gives them a Cuddle Bag. She sought the help of the community and schools in collecting these items. Kimberly delivered the 150 Cuddle Bags to the hematology unit of Kansas University Medical Center.





Ashley was very touched by a speaker we had in our troop meeting. The speaker had received services from Johnson County Safehome - a battered women's shelter. Knowing that the women come in the dark of night with their children to this safe environment with only the clothes on their back, Ashley decided to conduct a drive to collect some of the necessities these families might need when they arrive at the shelter. She enlisted the help of her employer, The Tan Company, to offer tans in exchange for toiletries. She delivered 150 bags filled with toiletries, socks, hair dryers, and cosmetics to Johnson County Safehome.





Rachel decided to make blankets for children who are abused. Rachel knows how comforting a blanket can be when you are in a tough situation. When she was a baby, she was given a blanket, which she still has although it is just threads now. It used to help her when she was scared or alone. She wanted these children to feel the same way she did. She obtained blankets from hotels and recut them to form a blanket the size a little person could manage and put silky blanket binding on the ends. She delivered 50 blankets to the Child Abuse Prevention Association.





Chelsea taught children's art/music/dance classes at the Carnegie Arts Center in Leavenworth, Kansas. Chelsea had been a student at the Carnegie Arts Center for many years, and enjoyed the experience. Carnegie Arts, a non-profit arts organization, continually struggles to obtain needed supplies to teach children. Chelsea collected art supplies for the Center. It was a huge help in assisting them with carrying out their mission.





Allison believes EVERY child should have a birthday party! Knowing that some children don't have this opportunity, Allison talked with St. Vincent's Day Care/Operation Breakthrough. This organization provides day care services for under-privileged children from 2 weeks old to 12 years. St. Vincent's provides meals, transportation to school, and educational and social activities. Allison gathered everything that is needed for a birthday to make "Birthday Party in a Box" - cake mixes, frosting, cupcake holders, gifts, candles, napkins/plates/cups, Kool-Aid, and the sugar through  community donations . She used Girl Scout cookie boxes to hold items for each single birthday party. She delivered 100 boxes to St. Vincent's Day Care to help the children celebrate birthdays.





Megan's passion for dance was the basis of her Gold Award Project. Being a student of dance for over 11 years, she knows the value dance can add to improve emotions, self-expression, and creativity. Children 5-9 years of age participated in weekly dance classes, and learned choreographed dances by Megan. The children learned how to stretch their muscles before engaging in the dances. Another group Megan taught weekly was composed of children 12-17 years of age. These children enjoyed the movements of the specially choreographed dances, as well.





Here are some more Gold Award Ideas:


Create and distribute a coloring book about water safety for kids.





Teach arts and crafts at a low-income child care center. 





Organize and run a bone marrow drive.





Organize and run a Bike Safety Day.





Organize and run a Car Seat Safety Day.





Organize an AIDS Awareness Week at your high school.





Organize a summer bedtime stories program for preschoolers at the local library.





Organize a canine fair that includes heartworm testing, a canine blood drive and a Seeing Eye dog demonstration.





>>Submitted by Carol Lee, mailto:clspages@earthlink.net


Some Frequently Asked Questions About the Girl Scout Gold Award and Money


Q:Can I use my own money on the Girl Scout Gold Award Project?


A: Yes. If you want to use your own money, you can.  You may receive help from your family, too. However, we encourage you to work with others to earn the money.  That’s part of the process. "Going for the Gold" is not meant to be a hardship on a family or individual. 


When designing your project, it’s important to think creatively about how you can make a difference with little or no money. Then talk to your council and advisor about ideas for financing the project or arranging for the donation of materials and services. 


Some individual activities with great potential:


1. Pet walking and pet care


2. Babysitting 


3. Lawn mowing, leaf raking


4. Plant sitting


5. Recycling


6. Tutoring younger kids


7. Providing respite care for family caregivers


8. Refereeing sports games


9. Party giving (clowning, magic shows, game leading)


10. Making or repairing jewelry


11. Creating hand-made greeting cards


12. Providing a calligraphy service for addresses on special invitations





Q: Can I ask friends and neighbors for help?


A: You shouldn’t ask for donations of money, but you can ask for donations of time and stuff, such as clothing for a clothing drive or that pile of bricks left over from your neighbor’s backyard project. However, if the neighbor wants to claim the donation as a tax deduction, he or she will need to make the donation to the council for IRS purposes and get a receipt signed by a council staff person.





Q: What if what I want to do costs too much?


A: It’s better to succeed with a smaller project that is within your budget than to be unable to complete a larger project because it exceeds your budget.  Be realistic about what you can and can’t do. Work with your adult advisor to develop a reasonable budget for your project. If your resources are not sufficient for you to realistically accomplish your goal, then you need to rethink the project. Planning is the key to a good Girl Scout Gold Award Project. You should be prepared with a budget for your project before you meet with your council Girl Scout Gold Award Mentor Committee. Think it through and do your homework!  Your council has the right to put a cap on spending, as well as to request that large donations go through the council office. Work with them. See your “Go for It!” Girl Scout Gold Award STUDIO 2B insert for more on creating a realistic budget.





Q: Is it all right to seek help from other organizations when doing my Girl Scout Gold Award?


A: Yes, with some qualifications. Many service organizations have budgets for community projects. You can use their interests (e.g., Lions Club International focus on vision care, while Soroptimists may have a committee on literacy) as leverage to support your project and get volunteers to help you. Do some research on local service organizations. Even some businesses give workers time for community service hours and projects. However, remember the rule about having the adult doing the “ask” for actual money and gifts-in-kind, and clearing your joint approach with your local council. (Your council may be asking the same group for major donation and you don’t want to interfere with the council’s “ask.”) Don’t let the organization’s agenda drive your vision for your project.  





Q: I know you can’t raise money as a Girl Scout for other organizations, but can I do it on my own?


A: As an individual, you can volunteer for other organizations, but you should not identify work that you do to raise funds for another organization as part of your time going toward the Girl Scout Gold Award. Additionally, you may not present yourself as a Girl Scout to the public in this process since you are a volunteer for another organization. For example: If your local Red Cross needs money to purchase training dummies, you may participate under their supervision as an individual volunteer to raise funds, but you cannot count that service as part of your time toward any Girl Scout award or service hours.  However, you can plan a Girl Scout Gold Award project using the equipment that was purchased as part of your efforts as a volunteer for that organization.  





Q: Can we charge for a Girl Scout event to earn money?


A: If it is a service project, a fee can be collected to cover the cost of materials. The project ceases to be a service project if you are charging a fee for the event above cost, in which case the hours cannot go toward service hours in any award. If you are doing an event as a Girl Scout (e.g., a Badge Workshop, Bike Rodeo, etc.) and are planning to charge a fee above the cost of materials, you must first clear this with your Girl Scout council. Provision should be made for scholarships for troop/groups or individual girls who cannot afford fees to your event and you must be clear in your advertisements and materials that this is a money-earning event for your troop/group.





>>Gold Award Commendations


Submitted by Diane, mailto:lib_browning@ONLINE.EMICH.EDU


When I chaired the Gold Award committee for our council we received letters from: ��President (USA) http://www.whitehouse.gov/greeting/�Governor �Mayor of the city the girls lived in (or their township supervisor) �House of Representatives gave them a proclamation �GSUSA President �Council CEO �VFW Auxiliary also gave out a proclamation �


>>Submitted by Joyce, mailto:joyce.cosgrove@gsofdr.org


For Gold Award commendations, I sent to the US President and you can fax him at 202-395-1232; Vice President Dick Cheney; US Senators; US Congressman or Representatives; State Governor; State Division of Women (in NJ we have one); State Senators; State Assemblyperson; State Freeholders; Mayor of the girl's town; High School or college she attends; girl's place of worship; VFW Scouting Chair in your state; State Elks; plus Navy Recruiting (needs to be in your state, they have a nice certificate); US Army, Air Force Recruiting Office would need to be in your state; GS Chair of the Marine Corps League Auxiliary in your state; Knights of Columbus Scouting Committee would need to be in your state, US Marine Corps Headquarters, Marine Corps Recruiting Command.





>>Editor's Note: Before sending out requests for commendations, please check with your council.  They may already have a system in place for requesting commendations.





* * * Money Earning vs. Fund Raising * * *


Money earning activities raise money by involving the girls and adults working together in partnership to raise money.  Fund-raising is the direct solicitation of money, usually at the Council level.  This activity is only for adults and involves such activities as family partnership donations, United Way funding, golf outings, and other adult-oriented activities.  Girls do not fund-raise, they participate in money earning activities.





Please make sure that you follow your council guidelines for money earning activities.  Troop leaders must obtain written approval from their council before starting a troop money-earning activity.  Girl Scouts are NOT allowed to earn money for other organizations, nor are they allowed to earn money through games of chance, asking for donations or by selling commercial products.





http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/highest_awards/money_and_leadership_project.pdf





If the parents/guardians of a troop decide to hold a money earning activity (that is not approved by council) and then donate the proceeds to the troop, they can, BUT the girls can NOT participate in any way and they are not allowed to promote it using any form of the words “Girl Scouts”.  





WalMart will give a matching grant between $500.00 and $1,000.00 for Silver/Gold project, but you have to be early with the application. Go to http://www.walmartfoundation.org, click on Community.  Please remember that you need a 501(c) form (available from council) to apply.





Note: Per SafetyWise (pg. 29) - Cash gifts of $250 or more are sent to the council, acknowledged as a tax deductible donation and then provided to the group.  Editor's Note: If you are applying for a grant of $250 or more, make sure your council knows about it.  Otherwise, the council will get the check and not know to which troop it belongs.





http://www.prudential.com/spirit - Prudential Spirit of Community Award.





Troop Money Earning Activities:


Check with your local WalMart to see if they have any grants available to help fund your service project .





In December, have a breakfast with Santa for younger Girl Scouts.





Sell things that you have made at a craft fair or bake sale.





Car washes





Pie Sale - Make unbaked apple pies the weekend before Thanksgiving--ready to freeze or cook--most, if not all, ingredients are donated, sell them for $5 a pie.





Garage sale





Make and sell “Cookies In A Jar”.


Check out these sites for Cookie In A Jar Recipes:


   http://www.geocities.com/giftsinajar/index.htm


   http://cookierecipe.allrecipes.com/directory/571.asp


   http://members.tripod.com/MaryMae/jarlinks.htm


   http://craftsforkids.about.com/library/weekly/aa122099a.htm





http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/fundrais.htm - Money Earning Activity Ideas


http://www.fundraising-ideas.org/DIY/index.html - Money Earning Ideas





* * Money Matters * * 


- Who Pays For Girl Scouting? (this is a long URL, you may have to cut and paste it)


http://www.citrus-gs.org/Manuals/money%20management.htm#WHO%20PAYS%20FOR%20GIRL%20SCOUTING





- Money Managements and Older Girl Scout Troops - financing "destinations" and Silver/Gold Award projects (this is a long URL, you may have to cut and paste it)


http://www.citrus-gs.org/Manuals/money%20management.htm#MONEY%20MANAGEMENT%20AND%20OLDER%20GIRL%20SCOUT%20TROOPS





- Girl Scouting and Taxes - GS Volunteers' charitable tax deductions under the 2003 tax code (this is a long URL, you may have to cut and paste it)


http://www.citrus-gs.org/Manuals/money%20management.htm#GIRL%20SCOUTING%20AND%20TAXES





* * * Ceremonies & Special Dates for Girl Scouts 11-17 * * * 


1. Investiture/Rededication - At this age level, most of your girls will be continuing Girl Scouts, so a rededication ceremony is appropriate.  If you happen to be lucky enough to have a brand new Girl Scout join your troop, the investiture can be combined with the rededication ceremony.  Rededication ceremonies are ususally held at the beginning of the Girl Scout year.





2. Founder's Day - October 31 - Juliette Low's Birthday





3. Thinking Day - Thinking Day is February 22 (the joint birthday of Lord & Lady Baden-Powell, the founders of Boy Scouts/Girl Guides).  On Thinking Day, the girls are to think about other Girl Scouts and Girl Guides around the world.  They get their World Trefoil Pin on Thinking Day (if they haven’t received them already).





4. Girl Scout Week - March 12, 1912 is the birthday of Girl Scouts in the US.  The week in which March 12 falls is Girl Scout Week.





5. Court of Awards - This can be a troop’s own ceremony or a service unit ceremony. At a Court of Awards the girls are awarded the IPAs/patches/focus charms that they have earned to date.  A Court of Awards can be held several times a year.





6. Bridging - A new twist has been added to bridging with the combination of Cadettes and Seniors into Girl Scouts 11-17.  





Girls 11-14 who have completed the requirements for the "Bridge to Girl Scouts 14-17" patch can participate in the Bridging Ceremony.  The Bridge to GS 14-17 does not have to be earned before the Silver Award, nor does the Silver Award have to be earned before the Bridge to GS 14-17 patch; the two awards are mutually exclusive.  The only caveat is that if a girl is working on her Silver Award, she must complete it before she begins to work on the Gold Award (Note: The Silver Award is not a prerequisite for the Gold Award).  





Girl Scouts who have reached the age of 18 OR September 30 of the year they graduate high school, WHICHEVER IS LATER, may Bridge to Adult Girl Scouts.  Please note that a girl may participate in a Bridging Ceremony when she is moving to Adult Girl Scouts, even if she does not earn the Bridge to Adult Girl Scouts Pin.  She would still bridge, she just wouldn't receive the pin.





Ceremony Websites:


http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/ceremonies/


http://guidezone.e-guiding.com/i_ceremoni.htm


http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/ceremony.htm


http://www.kidslist.uc.edu/kidslist/gs/neil/cerem_002.html#heading_5 Girl Scout ceremonies


http://www.kidslist.uc.edu/kidslist/gs/neil/ Ceremonies, songs and other resources


http://www.fortunecity.com/millennium/puppet/989/cere/cereown.html - Scout's Own Ceremony


http://www.fament.com/gsinfo/ceremonies/ceremonytoc.htm Ceremonies


http://www.geocities.com/flag_of_usa/


http://www.kidslist.uc.edu/kidslist/gs/neil/cerem_contents.html


http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/5658/ceremonies.html Ceremonies


http://www.fortunecity.com/millennium/puppet/989/cere/ceretoc.html


http://users.bicnet.net/~sykes/gs/gs_ceremon.htm


http://members.tripod.com/~bri_rose/ceremonies.html


http://www.scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Traditions/Ceremonies.htm


http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/ceremony.htm#invest


http://gsleaders.org/files/cerindex.htm


http://www.scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/SubPages/GoldCere1.htm


http://www.girlscoutstotem.org/Young_Adults/GACelebrationPacket.pdf





* * * Troop Government - Executive Board * * * 


Please remember that this is just one way to run a troop government.  How you run your troop depends on the abilities of the girls and how many girls are in the troop.  If you’d like to try patrols, they are covered in the Scouting Links Newsletter Special Issue for Junior Girl Scouts.





Executive Board Job Description


This is just an outline; you can develop this as needed for your own troop and the capabilities of your girls. You may not want them to do all that is listed under the job title. Some advisors feel they want to do some of these things themselves or as a troop.





President


She has the agenda from the leader and goes through it with the girls with all the information they need to know.


With the assistance of troop advisors, will preside over all troop meetings.


Will call meetings to order and adjourn the meetings.


Will follow the agenda set out by the troop and troop advisors.


May be asked to develop the agenda.


Will notify the troop advisors of additional agenda items that need to be discussed


Will lead discussions on various issues.


To have consistent attendance at troop meetings.


 


Vice President


Can assist in any way the President may need, takes her place when she cannot attend a meeting. She can also be getting things ready for a craft or whatever while the President speaks. She can take the notes if the Secretary cannot attend a meeting. During a Court of Awards they both can present the IPA's and such (alternating).


May assist the President during the meetings (by sharing speaking time on the agenda).


To have consistent attendance at troop meetings.


 


Secretary


To maintain a troop notebook of all meeting minutes, troop newsletters, correspondence.


To maintain accurate minutes of meetings.


Maintain troop attendance.


Will contact girls who have been absent after the 2nd missed meeting.


Coordinate any necessary paperwork that is to go home with girls.


To collect all paperwork(permission slips, medical histories, etc) and turn them over to the troop advisors.


To have consistent attendance at troop meetings.


Will coordinate necessary correspondence for the troop, to include thank you notes, letters, etc.


 


Treasurer


Will maintain accurate troop budget (advisor will monitor).


Will collect dues and record amount received.


Will collect all money from all money making event fundraising proceeds.


To collect all trip/event funds.


Will complete deposit form and turn money into troop advisor.


To have a consistent attendance at troop meetings.


 


Historian


To keep the troop scrapbook/Photo album up-to-date.


Will coordinate troop scrapbook days.


To request donations of pictures from members of the troop to include in the scrapbook.


To have consistent attendance at troop meetings.


 


TROOP ELECTIONS


Troop officers are elected 2-3 times a year and serve until the next election, impeachment or resignation. Everyone is encouraged to serve as an officer for the honor, training and skill development that this involves. Service to the troop counts on the leadership award, challenges and other recognitions.





More on Executive Boards:


We have the girls make a poster of what they want to run for and do a 1-2 minute speech as to why.  The girls take a ballot vote or close their eyes and vote. The girl who wins holds the position for 2-3 months. This way all the girls can have a chance at a position, and they get leadership hours as well.





* * "destinations" * * 


(yes, it's supposed to be uncapitalized - formerly known as Wider Ops)


"destinations" are one-to-two-week educational and travel adventures for Girl Scouts 11-17. Local Girl Scout councils, Girl Scouts of the USA and Girl Scout/Girl Guide associations outside the United States sponsor these events as a way of giving Girl Scouts a chance to be part of the greater Girl Scout community - girls who gather together to have fun, build memories, and test their skills and talents.





A "destination" requires an application, two references and possibly an essay. Send your application to your local Girl Scout council. You must check with your council to find out when applications are due. 





There are six categories of "destinations". Which one is right for you?


International - events outside of the U.S. 


Outdoors - events ranging from learning outdoor skills to Outward Bound challenges on land or sea.


Science - events that take science to a new level. Learn animal behavior or what a doctor's life is like.


People - events that visit cities and countrysides so you can experience the culture of new places.


Apprenticeships - events that give you hands-on, real-life experience in a potential career field.


Getaways - Two- to four-day events all over the country, that don't require the 2004 STUDIO 2B "destinations" application.





"destinations" are incredibly popular and space is limited, so not every girl will get her first choice and some, unfortunately, may not be selected at all. If you are not selected, GSUSA encourages you to apply again the following year. 





For more information on "destinations", check out http://www.studio2b.org/escape/destinations/





* * * TRIPS AND INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL * * * 


Before you consider an international trip, consider the following:


Per SafetyWise, the suggested age for international travel is 14.  My council allows travel to Canada and Mexico at 13, so check with your council for their guidelines.





Physically - Girls should be walking often for extended distances during the year to prepare for the trip.  Girls must be ready to spend long days on their feet, standing and walking. Girls must be able to handle all of their own luggage from the airport, by public transportation, up and down stairs, escalators and walking. All should be sturdy and in good repair. Label everything with name and address.





Mentally - Girls should be willing to listen, ready to learn, eager to experience new sights and adapt quickly to constantly changing surroundings. From loud streets to quiet museums – all will offer new and exciting possibilities. Girls must be interested in learning new ways of approaching their world, including food and other cultures.





Maturity - Girls must be able to follow directions quickly and completely, abide by strict safety instructions and be willing to function as a team member. The success of the trip will be dependent upon the ability of the group to work and function together as a team – not as a group of individuals. Girls are expected to work independently as appropriate – to fill out customs forms, pass through customs procedures and meet at specified locations.





Manners - Girls must be able to queue for public transportation, be courteous and quiet while traveling and consider the needs of other travelers before their own. They must always be aware of the people around them during visits to museums and historic sights. There must be a courteous silence during tours and guided walks, and questions saved for appropriate moments. Whispering or talking during guided tours is unacceptable. Inappropriate comments, comparisons to the US and jokes at the expense of others should be left at home. We must not become the dreaded "Ugly, American Tourists". Plus - do not make the group wait for you - return promptly from picture taking and souvenir shopping. Remember that when you travel as a Girl Scout, you represent not only yourself, but ALL Girl Scouts.  Your behavior will be that which others will use to form their opinions of Girl Scouts.  Be your best!!





Appropriate Behavior - Leaders must have complete trust in the girls for this trip to be a success. Girls must stay with their buddy and the group at all times. For their safety, girls must be with an adult at all times when meeting new people (emergencies excepted). Revealing clothes, flirtatious or attention getting behavior will not be tolerated.





Start having special travel meetings at least one year in advance. At that time, information can be provided about Readiness, Requirements and Preparation to all troop members so that they can make an informed decision about international travel. Intent to Travel Forms need to be filled out for all participating troop members and adults. The purpose of the travel meetings is to plan the itinerary, research where you will be visiting, review required equipment and clothing, study about the country you’re going to visit and be prepared for all aspects of the trip.





Based on the requirements of the girls, design an itinerary and a budget. Every girl knows what her fundraising goal is and can participate in a variety of troop money earning activities.





Find a Girl Scout/Guide troop through the Internet and have the girls communicate by snail mail and e-mail letters to get acquainted. Plan to visit your Sister Scouts when you travel.





Important Documentation:


Everyone traveling will need a passport. Photocopies of individual passports are required.





Notarized Parent/Guardian Permission for International Travel and Permission for Emergency Medical Transport and Care.





First Aid Permission Slip for Troop First Aider. Medications must travel in original containers with pharmacy labels. Leaders will hold and dispense all medications. Please supply a doctor’s prescription for regularly taken medication.





Health form completed by doctor - international GS travel requirement.





Prescriptions for on-going medications. Eyeglasses prescription.





Proof of medical insurance for coverage outside the US. (Please check with your insurance company.)





The most common mistake of the inexperienced traveler is to take too much. Please make sure that you plan clothing that is appropriate, easy to care for, layered for warmth and can be mixed-and-matched for different looks. 





What is so good as far as being a leader is that the sessions at Pax Lodge and I understand Our Cabana and Our Chalet, are already planned for you.  We stepped into the session for Experience of London.  All the activities, food, housing, pin, hat and such were all covered as part of the event cost. For 8 days our cost was $448. Except for a down payment of $65.00 dollars we paid the balance at the end of the event.  We saw a lot of the tourist things plus Girl Scout history. We went inside of the gate at Buckingham Palace to see the changing of the guard. The only other cost was our airfare. With smaller groups of 6 or less you can take advantage of one of those on line places to get cheap tickets.  We had 18 people who went so we found a place that specialized in youth or student prices. It is a total no brainer for a leader. A leader has nothing to plan.  We did get a choice of what we wanted to see and went together with a troop from Pennsylvania and Washington State. It was a wonderful experience and I would do it again and recommend it to anyone.





>>Trip Planning Web Sites:


Note:  For information on International Travel go to http://www.gstroop183.com/ and check out Troop 183’s Troop Travel Section!





Looking for a Guide/Scout troop or troops to make contact with on your international trip?  Go to http://www.scouttraveler.org/ 





http://www.gstroop183.com/GSTravel/plan_a_trip.htm


http://www.girlscoutsmpls.org/prog_girlplanning_tips.html - Girl Planning Tips


http://www.freetraveltips.com





DO NOT lock your luggage if you are flying. If they spot check your luggage you will find a card inside telling you they did so.  If your luggage is chosen, they WILL break the lock to get in.  If you are not comfortable leaving your luggage unlocked, there are now special TSA locks so you can lock your baggage.  You can get them at Wal-Mart, Target, travel stores, etc.   They are inexpensive and come in several different styles with the red TSA emblem on them.  Special tools are needed by baggage inspectors to open them, narrowing down the number of people with access to your luggage.  You may want to check your travel agent or airline to find out more about them.





Pack EVERYTHING in large ziploc bags. You can use store-brand 2 gallon zip bage or use ones espeically made for luggage.  This way they can check my bag without pawing through my things. Also, do not pack jewelry, money or medications in your suitcase... they have been reported as the most stolen items during these checks.





>>Submitted by Carol Lee, mailto:clspages@earthlink.net


Did you know your troop has a free membership in Hostelling International-USA?   Formerly Hostelling International American Youth Hostels, now HI-USA, the organization provides FREE membership to members of youth-serving organizations.  If your troop enjoys traveling around the country or around the world, HI-USA can provide you with inexpensive lodging.  Go to http://www.HIUSA.org for more information.  





* * * Fun Activities for Girl Scouts 11-17 * * * 


This is when you need to provide as many opportunities as possible for things like camping, backpacking, white water rafting, high ropes, skiing, theater, etc. 





Perform children's plays at a local library for a book badge.





Put together a service unit display for G.S. month.





We have visited jewelry stores, Bath & Bodyworks, and other businesses that show the girls whatever they want to learn.





As a troop, plan a Thinking Day event or other Service Unit event.





Kayaking or White Water Rafting.





Horse back riding.





Backpacking and primitive camping.





>>Submitted by Rhonda - mailto:RGGS4Life@aol.com


Our Cluster hosted a fun overnight event for older GS...  We held a Video Car Rally. We rented one of our council's in-town cabins/lodges in downtown San Diego.  Most girls in our Cluster live about 45 minutes to an hour from downtown San Diego.





The event began at 1:30 Saturday afternoon and ended at noon on Sunday. The cost was $10.00 per person and included lodging, dinner and breakfast.  Girls were put into groups of 5-6, with a driver and a video camera. The girls had to videotape their own stunts, not the driver.  We had some very interesting camera angle shots.  As a group they were given the car rally perimeters, start time and end time, a zip-lock bag with $20.00, a city tourist map, city tourist brochures, list of stunts to video tape, ways to earn bonus points and mystery point clues.  They had 4 hours to complete 18 stunts.  They could do the stunts in any order.  Each stunt was worth 20 points, if completed fully and correctly.  If a stunt had 2 or more parts to it, groups could earn partial points, if the stunt was attempted, but not totally completed. Groups could receive up to 5 bonus points per stunt if they were able to get other people, not in their group, to join them, one point per extra person, up to five people.





These stunts can be adapted to many different areas.  We plan to do it again in our own town, which has very few tourist spots. Here are two examples of the stunts we did in San Diego:





1. Go to a gas station and get someone to let you pump their gas or wash their windows.


2. Go to the San Diego train station.  By the fountain - pretend you are a train and sing "I've Been Working on the Railroad.





After the "car rally" we had dinner and then watched all the videos.  They were great and the girls had a great time. The grand prize was Bath and Body Works small hand lotions.  The second place team each got a bag of Skittles.  The prizes were nothing grand, mostly bragging rights.





>>Editor’s Note:  For a complete list of the stunts, go to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Scouting_Links_Newsletter/files/ and click on the “GS 11-17 & STUDIO 2B Helps” folder.





>>Event Planning Websites:


http://www.differencemakers.com/leadershop.htm �http://www.geocities.com/gseventcentral/guides_files/Checklist.doc �http://www.geocities.com/gseventcentral/ �http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/events.html �


* * * CRAFTS * * * 


Etch glass jars, and then make bath salts, bath bombs or potpourri to put inside.


Stencil door mats (rug samples). 


Glue seashells to acrylic photo frames. 


Make eucalyptus swags and decorate grapevine wreaths. 


Make cement garden stepping-stones or mosaic tile trivets.  


Knit something simple.


Jewelry of all kinds: beads, shrink art, baking clay, plaster of Paris spoon pins, etc. 


Decoupage is great for this age. 


Candle making.





Decorating CDs. They need to be sanded a bit for the glitter glue to stick.  We also found that it is best to glue two together (so both sides are decorated) before making a hole for hanging).





You can make a bead loom out of a shoebox and the bracelets they can make from them are very popular now.  Just cut small slots in the narrow ends of a shoe box and slide the thread into them, they should hold well.  Then weave small Indian beads into a bracelet.  The girls can design their own patterns and everything.





Here are some of my favorite craft sites:


http://www.makingfriends.com - Craft ideas & supplies for scouts, etc.


http://www.makingfriends.com/teen_crafts.htm - Crafts for Teens


http://www.makingfriends.com/911_crafts.htm - 9-11 Remembrance Crafts


http://www.kidsdomain.com/craft/index.html - Craft from Kids Domain


http://www.kidsdomain.com/craft/_teen.html - Crafts for Teens


http://familycrafts.about.com/od/teens/ - Crafts for Teens


http://www.oriental.com - Oriental Trading has lots of very inexpensive craft kits


http://www.ssww.com/ - S&S Worldwide, another source of craft kits


http://www.scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Program/CraftsGeneral1.htm - Scouting Web Crafts


http://www.makestuff.com/index.html - Make Stuff - It’s got great craft ideas!


http://www.justkidsrecipes.com/index.shtml - Just Kids Recipes - If you need the recipe for slime, cinnamon dough, face paints, bubble solution, etc. this is the place to find it!


http://www.earlychildhood.com/crafts/index.cfm - Craft Index


http://www.allcrafts.net/ - Free craft patterns, kits, etc.


http://rubyglen.com/crafts.htm - Free Craft Patterns and Projects


http://www.craftfreebies.com/ - Craft Freebies


http://childfun.com/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=544 





>>>Song Web Sites:


http://www.geocities.com/chukles.geo


http://www.alamitosmarina.org/ckysngbk.html


http://scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Traditions/Songs.htm


http://dragon.sleepdeprived.ca/songbook/songbook_index.htm


http://gsmusic.com/





>>>Game Web Sites:


http://www.gameskidsplay.net/ - Games Kids Play


http://www.geocities.com/gsgreenneck/games.html - Games for Girl Scouts


http://www.geocities.com/gsgreenneck/coopgames.html - Cooperative Games 


http://youthpastor.com/games/ - An index of over 300 games


http://puzzlemaker.school.discovery.com/index.html - Puzzlemaker - Create & print customized word search, crossword and math puzzles using your word lists





>>Pen Pal/Mascot Exchange Websites:


http://www.makingfriends.com/friends/f_make.htm


http://www.flatstanleyproject.org/index.htm - The Official Flat Stanley Project Web Site


http://www.flatstanleyproject.com/girl-scouts.htm - Flat Stacie Project for Girl Scouts/Girl Guides


http://www.pen-pal.com/freepals.html





* * SCHOLARSHIPS FOR GIRL SCOUTS * * 


http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/scholarships/ 


http://www.studio2b.org/gossipyouneed/scholarshipsfor_girlscouts.pdf


http://www.cjsfoundation.org/


http://www.elks.org/enf/scholars/goldawards.cfm - Elks National Foundation Gold Award Scholarships�http://www.scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Program/CareerCollege.htm��Do you know a class of 2007 math whiz?


Have her apply today for the brand new Rising Star Scholarship.


 


$10,000 awarded to four recipients


Interviews with MIT Educational Counselors


Mentoring by Sloan School students/graduates


 


For complete rules and to request an application visit:


http://www.shillermath.com/girlscouts 


��





Other Scholarship Web Sites:


http://collegeapps.about.com/cs/merit/index.htm - A listing of Merit Scholarships


http://scholarships.kachinatech.com/scholar13.html - Search for Scholarships


http://www.brokescholar.com/ - Another scholarship search engine


http://www.scholarshipworkshop.com - Scholarship Workshop


http://www.guaranteed-scholarships.com/ 


http://www.walmartfoundation.org, click on Education


http://target.com/target_group/community_giving/scholarship.jhtml - Scholarship Program sponsored by Target


http://www.guardianlife.com/womens_channel/womens_channel.html - Guardian Life Insurance Scholarship Program


Prudential Spirit of Community Award - http://www.prudential.com/spirit.


If you are preparing for a health-related career, you may qualify for tuition relief through the TYLENOL® Scholarship Program at http://www.tylenolscholarship.com 





= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =
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Advisor, Girl Scout Troop 645


Leader, Brownie Girl Scout Troop 787


Assistant Service Unit Manager


Red Cross & Council Trainer


Member of, but not speaking for, Girl Scouts: Lenni-Lenape Council, NJ
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