Special Brownie Girl Scout Issue #337 Scouting Links Newsletter - August 23, 2005





Welcome to this Special Edition of the Scouting Links Newsletter just for Brownie Girl Scout Leaders (or their equivalent)!! In it you’ll find ideas for crafts, games, songs, service projects, and more!  ��If you enjoy this newsletter, please forward a copy to your Girl Scout/Guide friends and invite them to join (I’m always looking for new people to get ideas from)!!��To subscribe, unsubscribe, change your email address (I need new and old address) or include a request in the newsletter, please send me a note at mailto:katie.baron@att.net and I’ll take care of it for you.�


I would like to say "THANK YOU!" to everyone who helped put this special issue together!!��* * PLEASE NOTE MY DISCLAIMER! * * * 


This issue of the Scouting Links Newsletter is a supplement to GSUSA publications, not a replacement.  Please be sure to refer to the appropriate GSUSA publications for specific award requirements.  �================================================��In this Issue:�Things to Remember About Brownie Girl Scouts�Leader Basics�Try It Notes�Ceremonies & Special Dates for Brownies�Important Forms for Brownies�Girl Scout Insurance: What Every Leader Should Know�Helpful Books�Crafts�Additional Programs & Patches for Brownies�Service With A Smile�Songs�Games �Leader Resource Websites�Girl Scout Traditions�Kaper Charts��* * THINGS TO REMEMBER ABOUT BROWNIE GIRL SCOUTS * * 


In the US, Brownie Girl Scouts are girls in 1st - 3rd grade or 6 to 8 years old.  


Around the world, this age level is called:�Canada - Brownies�Chile - Little Wing �Ghana - Ananse Guide (the symbol for this one is a spider in a web)�Italy there are two groups�      AGESCI - Ladybird �      CNGEEI - Wolf Cub �Norway - Brownie �Oman - Brownie Guide (Zahras) �Sweden - Minior Guide �Thailand - Bluebird �United Kingdom - Brownie Guide �Japan - Brownie �Paraguay - Little Wing �India - Bulbul �Sweden - Beaver Scout�United Arab Republic - Flower


Bangladesh - Yellowbird


Czech Republic - Firefly


Rwanda - Wagtail


Mexico - Fairy��Have a great time; ask for help when you need it and don't sell these girls short, they'll surprise you beyond imagination.��Take your training!  Find out what training your council has to offer for Brownie Girl Scouts and take it!


�Use your resources!  Your best source of ideas and tips will be the other Girl Scout/Guide leaders in your area.  Make a concentrated effort to attend leader meetings and start networking!��Get the families involved.  Find a job for every family, depending on how much they can do.  Have parents/guardians help at meetings, fill out forms, go shopping, provide snacks - anything that you can let them do!��The girls should know in advance that the activity they are working on is applicable to a Try It. At the beginning of the meeting say "We are going to work on Try It X today. We are going to do these activities ..." Before each activity, read the description from the book. At the end of the meeting remind them which activities they did for which Try It.��At the court of awards, as you hand out the Try Its, remind them that "This Try It is X. To earn this Try It, we did ..." This is one of the most important things you can do in Brownies to get them ready for Juniors. Keep using the word "earn." It educates the parents and the girls that you are not "giving" them patches. These are "earned" awards. Also, throw in some activities that are just fun but not for earning a Try It.��* * * LEADER BASICS * * * 


Getting Started As A Brownie Leader:


New Leaders:


1. Leader Orientation - This is an overview of what it means to be a Brownie Leader. It is usually held at the Service Unit level and you should attend before you attend Basic Leader Training.��2. Basic Leader Training 1 & 2 (or its equivalent) - This is Council level training.  Contact your local council for class dates and times.  You should bring a copy of the Brownie Girl Scout Leader Guide and SafetyWise to the training sessions. At my council, Basic Leader Training 1 & 2 must be completed within 90 days of starting a troop.  Check with your council to see what their guidelines are.��Note:  Who pays for the adult books (and adult pins) varies from Council to Council and Service Unit to Service Unit.  Some make leaders pay for their own books, some provide one per troop, etc.  Check with your Service Unit Manager to find out how it works in your area.  ��Leaders that were Daisy (or any other level) Leaders:


1. Transition to Brownie Girl Scouts - This is Council level training.  Contact your local council for class dates and times.  You should bring a copy of the Brownie Girl Scout Leader Guide and SafetyWise to the training sessions.��Additional Training:


First Aid (including CPR)�Having someone trained in First Aid present during activities is a good idea.  According to SafetyWise first-aiders are not required for regular troop meetings and activities, but they are needed for physically demanding activities.  Check with your council to see if they have any additional guidelines. Remember, the leader does not have to be the First Aider for the troop…this is the perfect job for a parent/guardian.��All Leaders:


1. Plan Meeting Schedule - The Leader and Co-leader need to meet to establish the meeting schedule, place and time.  You will also need to begin planning crafts, activities, trips, etc.  ��2. Parent’s Meeting - Every year, before you meet with the girls, you need to meet with just the parents.  The purpose of this meeting is to ensure that all of the girls are properly  registered, hand out the schedule of meetings, discuss dues and uniforms, hand out Child Release Permit and health history forms, answer any questions, etc. Let parents/guardians know that if money is a problem they can speak to the leaders privately and funding can be worked out. Many councils have financial aid.  If they do, it usually can cover the registration fee and sometimes dues.��3. Registration - Each girl must pay a $10 per year registration fee.  This covers the premium for the Girl Scout insurance.  Please note that the Girl Scout insurance does not cover siblings and siblings should not be present during Girl Scout activities.  Adult Girl Scouts must also pay the $10 registration fee.��4. Dues - Dues (the money that parents/guardians pay to support the troop) cover the cost of patches, craft supplies, etc.  How much you charge for dues is entirely up to you.  Check with other troops in your area to see what’s appropriate.  Dues can either be collected at every meeting, every other meeting or in a lump sum two or three times per year.  ��5. Uniforms - The Brownie uniform has many pieces, including the sash or vest, shirt, pants, shorts, etc.  Please note that uniforms are not required, just strongly encouraged, especially the sash or vest.  After all where are they going to put their Try-Its and patches if they don’t have a sash or vest?.  Warning!!  Buy BIG!  These pieces have to last for 3 years!  Uniforms and other Brownie accessories can be purchased at your local council. ��6. Money earning activities raise money by involving the girls and adults working together in partnership to raise money.  Fund-raising is the direct solicitation of money.  This activity is only for adults and involves such activities as family partnership donations, United Way funding, golf outings, and other adult-oriented activities.  Girls do not fund raise, they participate in money earning activities. ��Please make sure that you follow your council guidelines for money earning activities.  Troop leaders must obtain written approval from their council before starting a troop money-earning activity.  Girl Scouts are NOT allowed to earn money for other organizations, nor are they allowed to earn money through games of chance, asking for donations or by selling a commercial product.��If the parents/guardians of a troop decide to hold a money earning activity (that is not approved by council) and then donate the proceeds to the troop, they can, BUT the girls can NOT participate in any way and they are not allowed to promote it using any form of the words “Girl Scouts”.  ��http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/fundrais.htm - Money Earning Ideas�http://www.fundraising-ideas.org/DIY/index.html - Money Earning Ideas�http://www.charityvillage.com/cv/charityvillage/ires.asp - More Ideas�http://www.citrus-gs.org/Manuals/money%20management.htm - Money Management for Girl Scouts��>>Submitted by Roxy�I am creating a Leader's Helper Booklet and this is what I have included on organization.  �Staying Organized -�My first year as a leader, I had paperwork all over my house & craft supplies on every table.  When meeting day came I rushed around the house trying to find everything I needed.  This isn't very helpful and actually very stressful.  Over time you realize that organization is a key element.  I will share some idea's I have found helpful to me.��Girl Folders - Each girl in the troop has a green folder.  This folder serves mainly for a means of communication.  I produce a monthly newsletter, which goes into the folder.  The parents may leave notes for me & permission slips are taken home and brought back this way.  When they first received it they decorated it with stickers.  The center prongs hold song sheets of the girls’ favorite songs.��Monthly Newsletter - The first meeting of each month the girls take home a newsletter.  It contains any information needed about field trips, permission slip deadlines, badges we are working on, product sale information, and just for fun a girls & adult's section where we take submissions for stories, poems and the like.  The meeting they are passed out I also read them aloud so the girls are aware of what we are doing.





Binders -


*One binder contains all information from council.  We receive a Fall Start Up Packet that has punched holes.  Each is separated and any updates council sends goes in the pocket.


*I have another binder I call "The Big Green Book" that contains all information I collect. It so happens the binder is green � INCLUDEPICTURE "chrome://editor/content/images/smile_n.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET � There is a section for Songs, Games, Ceremonies, Camping, Swaps, Crafts and anything else I print up.  These are mostly resources from the internet.


* I have a red binder that stays with Safety Wise.  It contains the registration papers, permission slips, troop roster, emergency procedures, and when going on a trip the troop itinerary.  This is always with the troop.


* Another binder contains training information.  I keep any handout received at training inside, blank paper for notes, and my record of what training's I have received.


* As a Coach and Registrar, I need to keep forms on hand so I have a plastic expandable file folder that holds all blank council forms for the community. 


* My current last binder is for the community's I work with.  I have tracking sheets for each troop I coach that I can list when I talk to the leaders, when they go on a trip, and when I meet with them.  A Community Roster is also kept inside as well as printouts that I think might be of interest to other leaders and my community job descriptions.





Folders - I also delegate some responsibilities to co-leaders and parents in which they also receive a folder, these jobs are noted as such.  The contents are as follows:


* Treasurer: Attendance Record, Due's Record, Bank Statements, Receipts, Finance Record and blank paper.


* Service Projects Parent: A printout of service project idea's along with contact information and blank paper.


* Special Projects Parent: Holiday Idea's and blank paper.  This mom helps with any holidays and field trips.


* Girl/Adult Records: It contains all Individual Girl Records so that I always know where to find them when they have completed a badge.  I also keep adult training records inside.  A new idea I am trying is badge cards. I used card stock and printed up badge cards very similar to the ones that come in the patch book that is sold.  As the girls earn badge's I put their name, the year, the badge earned and where it goes.  Then I staple the badge to the card.  This will make it easier when Court of Awards comes. 


* Flyers/Permission Slips: This folder contains anything I need to send home to girls on one side and the other side has items girls have turned in to me.


* Meeting:  This folder contains anything I need for the meeting, printout sheets for an activity, my meeting plan typed, kaper chart.





Crafts-


* I have two boxes of craft supplies at home that I store in a cupboard. What makes things easy however is making up bags for the girls ahead of time.  I buy Glad type bags or 4x5 ones at the craft store.  Each bag is made up of the supplies that each girl would need.  If there is a supply they must all share that is just placed on the table.  I also make up bulk pack baggies for swaps.  The girls choose what swaps they want to do and I make up bags of 10 for them.  Everything they would need to make the swap is included, except the glue of course.





From: Leaders Helper Booklet Copyright Roxanne Beer 2002 for GSSWPA





* * Things I wished I had Learned in Training * * 


Here are some things I didn't learn in training (maybe I should have):





Try to keep your meetings to a routine so the girls know what to expect and transition more easily.  For example:  Flag ceremony, Brownie Ring (where you discuss business and the girls make decisions), activity (badge work or craft or whatever the order of the day is), singing time and closing circle, a rowdy game at the end (Telling them we have to keep on track so we'll have time for our game is usually a good motivator).  Sitting down times should be short, especially in the fall.  By spring, their attention spans will have stretched and you'll have a good feel for how long they can take.





Pick a basic try-it to start out.  Girls need to "try" 4 activities to earn the try-it.  I think every Brownie should earn Girl Scout Ways early on.  Another good one, to get your girls to feel more "sisterly", is Caring and Sharing.  You can use one of these to pre-plan your first 2-3 meetings.  Before the first meeting, look through the try-it book and pick 4 or 5 try-its that you feel pretty comfortable that you and your assistants can handle.  Present these badges with some examples of what they'd be doing for each to the Brownie Ring and have the girls vote for two that they would like to earn.  Work on those next.  When you get near the end, have the girls vote on two more (by then you may expand your list as you get more comfortable).





Service projects and field trips are also important to the program, but start out small with both.  Little girls like to pick up litter outside your meeting place (wearing gloves, of course) or bring in canned goods for a food drive.  Your service unit may have projects that you can join in on with little planning work for you.  Ask experienced leaders in your service unit for their best field trip ideas since those will be unique to your area, but don't try to schedule two a month or the paperwork will drive you insane.  Brownies lasts three years; the first year trips should be nearby and short.  You should hear the word "progression" in your training and it is important.





* * * Try-It Notes * * * 


Try-Its are the triangular patches that Brownies earn.  In order to earn a Try-It, each girl must complete 4 activities.  Please refer to the Brownie Try It book for the specific requirements.  Please note that the Try It book is a reference guide.  Related activities that are not specifically listed in the Try It book can count toward Try-Its.  Use your best judgment and if you have any questions, contact your Service Unit Manager or Council.  For example, for one activity towards the Watching Wildlife Try It I took my troop to a local Wolf Preserve.





The Try Its are worn on the front of the sash/vest.  Other patches (earned patches, participation/fun patches) should be worn on the back.  Just a warning, the front of the sash/vest can get filled up very quickly, especially if you have a troop that likes to earn Try Its!  In my troop, we only put earned patches (ie, Councils Own, Millennium Patch, etc) on the back of the sash/vest and use an alternative for the fun patches, such as a patch book, tote bag, pillow case, banner, etc.  Then once the front of the sash/vest gets filled with Try Its you still have room to put them on the back. 





Having trouble deciding which Try Its to work on?  Let the girls decide! Each girl draws three Try It names from a bag, looks them up in the book and picks her favorite of the three. Go around the circle and each girl tells which one she picked. This method is good because it allows them to make individual choices, and it limits the number of things to choose from; but it doesn't require a lot of discussing, bargaining, voting, etc.





To get the girls more familiar with the Try Its that are available, have a Handbook Hunt!  Check one out at http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/hunt-br.htm or make up your own.





There are currently 60 Try Its available for Brownie Girl Scouts:


All in the Family


   http://www.ancestry.com


   http://www.kindredkonnections.com/


   http://www.us-immigration.com/


   http://homepages.uc.edu/cgi-bin/cgiwrap/edavis/brownie?action=view&tryit=All_in_the_Family


Animals


   http://www.bagheera.com


   http://www.nwf.org/kids/


   http://endangered.fws.gov/kids/


   http://wcs.org/kids


Around the World


   http://www.nationalgeographic.com/resources/ngo/maps/


   http://www.nationalgeographic.com/kids/


Art to Wear


   http://www.makingfriends.com/ponybead/jewelry.htm�   http://jas.familyfun.go.com/crafts?page=CraftDisplay&craftid=11118�Brownie Girl Scouts Around the World


   http://worldguiding.net/


   http://home.comcast.net/~sandycoy/Index.html#World%20Cultures


   http://homepages.uc.edu/cgi-bin/cgiwrap/edavis/brownie?action=view&tryit=Brownie_GS_Around_the_World


Brownie Girl Scouts Through the Years


   http://www.girlscouts.org/who_we_are/history/


   http://homepages.uc.edu/cgi-bin/cgiwrap/edavis/brownie?action=view&tryit=Brownie_GS_Through_the_Years


Building Art


   http://www.aia.org/


   http://www.asla.org/


   http://thearc.org/faqs/adaqa.html


   http://www.geocities.com/SoHo/1469/flwbuild.html


Careers


   http://www.makingfriends.com/friends/f_career.htm


   http://www.greatwomen.org


   http://www.astr.ua.edu/4000ws/


   http://www.ustreas.gov/kids/


   http://www.distinguishedwomen.com


Caring and Sharing


   http://www.hearth.org/id164.htm


Citizen Near and Far


   http://www.un.org


   http://www.unicefusa.org


   http://www.unicef.org


Colors and Shapes


   http://www.crayola.com


   http://www.billybear4kids.com/Learn2Draw/Learn2Draw.html


Computer Smarts (requirements online)


   http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/online/brownie/computer_smarts.asp


   http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/tryit/tech/ 


   http://homepages.uc.edu/cgi-bin/cgiwrap/edavis/brownie?action=view&tryit=Computer_Smarts


   http://www.safekids.com/


Cookies Count


   http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_cookies/cookie_history/


   http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_cookies/cookie_activity.asp


   http://www.littlebrowniebakers.com


   http://www.girlscoutcookiesabc.com/


Creative Composing


   http://www.funbrain.com/notes/index.html


   http://www.creatingmusic.com/


Dancercize


   http://www.tapdance.org/tap/


Earth and Sky


   http://www.kidsastronomy.com/


   http://www.dustbunny.com/afk/


   http://www.raft.net/ideas/Solar%20System%20Bracelet.pdf


Earth Is Our Home


   http://www.makingfriends.com/recycle.htm


   http://solarcooking.com/solar/index.html


   http://www.epa.gov/recyclecity/


   http://www.gladbagathon.com/tips/index.htm


   http://www.bellaonline.com/articles/art19650.asp


Eat Right, Stay Healthy


   http://www.kraftfoods.com


   http://www.eat.com/


   http://www.fda.gov/opacom/backgrounders/foodlabel/newlabel.html


   http://www.usda.gov/news/usdakids/food_pyr.html


   http://www.fsis.usda.gov/food_safety_education/thermy_for_kids/index.asp


   http://www.nal.usda.gov/fnic/foodborne/fbindex/016.htm


   http://www.henrythehand.com/webp/coloring_book.htm


Eco-Explorer


   http://outdoorclub.org/Wilderness_Quotes.html


   http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/glaciereft/envir3-1.htm


Friends Are Fun


   http://www.perpetualpreschool.com/preschool_themes/friendship/friendsh3.htm


   http://www.msue.msu.edu/msue/cyf/youth/icebreak.html


   http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/lesson074.shtml


   http://homepages.uc.edu/cgi-bin/cgiwrap/edavis/brownie?action=view&tryit=Friends_Are_Fun


Girl Scout Ways


   http://scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Traditions/ScoutTraditions.htm


   http://www.main.org/gsusa/tradition.htm


   http://www.geocities.com/stlukesgirlscouts/Traditions.html


   http://www.geocities.com/ags_resource_center/Files/pinwheel.pdf - Brownie Pinwheel


Healthy Habits


   http://kidshealth.org/index.html


   http://homepages.uc.edu/cgi-bin/cgiwrap/edavis/brownie?action=view&tryit=Healthy_Habits


Her Story


   http://www.suite101.com/article.cfm/kids/5792


   http://www.stg.brown.edu/projects/WWII_Women/tocCS.html


Hobbies


   http://www.bumperland.com/stamps.html


   http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/kindergarden/kinder.htm


   http://www.sossi.org/index.shtml


Let's Pretend


   http://www.shykids.com/mark's%20question.htm


   http://familycrafts.about.com/cs/dancetheater/


   http://sunniebunniezz.com/puppetry/puppetsb.htm


   http://homepages.uc.edu/cgi-bin/cgiwrap/edavis/brownie?action=view&tryit=Lets_Pretend


Listening to the Past


   http://www.storycraft.com


   http://www.nps.gov/fone/classroom/scouts/fonetry.htm


   http://www.nps.gov/alpo/classroom/alpotry.htm


Make It, Eat It


   http://www.ganesa.com/food/index.html


   http://www.kidsrcooking.com/


   http://www.richardseah.com/naturalhealth/cooking.html


   http://homecooking.about.com/od/substitutions1/


   http://frugalliving.about.com/cs/foodtips/a/030601.htm


Making Music


   http://www.makingfriends.com/musical_instruments.htm�   http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/music/�   http://familycrafts.about.com/od/musicalcrafts/�   http://www.first-school.ws/theme/music.htm�   http://www.thefamilycorner.com/family/kids/crafts/9_musical_instruments.shtml�   http://www.fastq.com/~jbpratt/education/music/instrumentscrafts.html�   http://betterkidcare.psu.edu/FTWT/ftwt0506Jun.pdf�   http://www.fisher-price.com/au/party/theme.asp?name=music�   http://www.dariamusic.com/inst.html�Manners


   http://www.familyeducation.com/topic/front/0,1156,20-11923,00.html


   http://www.drdaveanddee.com/elbows.html


Math Fun


   http://www.coolmath4kids.com/


   http://www.coolmath.com/


Me and My Shadow


   http://www.opticalres.com/kidoptx.html


   http://www.sil.si.edu/exhibitions/chasing-venus/teachers/lessonplan3.htm


Movers


   http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/balloon/science/


   http://www.ukultimate.com/


   http://www.paperairplanes.co.uk/ 


My Body


   http://www.kidshealth.org/kid/


Numbers and Shapes


   http://artkidsrule.com/


   http://www.origami.vancouver.bc.ca


Outdoor Adventurer


   http://www.weatherwizkids.com/


   http://gorp.away.com/gorp/publishers/foghorn/camp_kid.htm


Penny Power


   http://www.kidsmoney.org/


   http://www.stretcher.com/stories/04/04oct04f.cfm


   http://homepages.uc.edu/cgi-bin/cgiwrap/edavis/brownie?action=view&tryit=Penny_Power


People Are Talking


   http://www.freedict.com/


   http://www.speakinaweek.com/ 


   http://www.freetranslation.com/ 


   http://homepages.uc.edu/cgi-bin/cgiwrap/edavis/brownie?action=view&tryit=People_Are_Talking


People of the World


   http://www.dltk-kids.com/world/


   http://yahooligans.yahoo.com/School_Bell/Social_Studies/Cultures/


   http://www.kids.net.au/kidscategories/Kids_and_Teens__School_Time/Social_Studies/World_Cultures


Plants


   http://www.centerforplantconservation.org/


   http://www.kathimitchell.com/plants.html


   http://plantsforkids.com/


Playing Around the World


   http://www.angelfire.com/ns/1stcolehbrpathfinder/game.html


   http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/4H/4H05500.pdf


   http://www.topics-mag.com/edition11/games-section.htm


   http://dmoz.org/Kids_and_Teens/Games/


   http://www.childcare-ppin.com/ezine/cult101.htm 


   http://www.kconnect.com/kc-ATW.html


   http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Plains/3209/World.html


Point, Click, and Go (requirements online)


   http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/online/brownie/point_click_go.asp


Puppets, Dolls, and Plays


   http://www.shykids.com/mark's%20question.htm


   http://familycrafts.about.com/cs/dancetheater/


Ready, Set, Go Camping


   http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/8basic.htm


   http://www.geocities.com/tejas155/camping.html


   http://www.camp-a-roo.com/kids6-8.shtml


   http://familyfun.go.com/family-travel/road-trips/feature/famf87camping/famf87camping2.html


Safety Sense


   http://www.kids.gov/k_safety.htm


   http://childcare.about.com/od/childsafet1/tp/firesafetytips.htm


Science in Action


   http://nicholasacademy.com/scienceexperiment216pendulumperils.html


   http://www.creativekidsathome.com/science/magnet.html


Science Wonders


   http://www.fatlion.com/science/


   http://homeschooling.gomilpitas.com/explore/sci.htm


   http://www.sciencemadesimple.com/


Senses


   http://www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/nibbles/succeed-senses.html


   http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson183.shtml


Smart Cookie (requirements online)


   http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/online/cookies/brownie_smart_cookie.asp


Sounds of Music (see Making Music)


Space Explorer


   http://hou.lbl.gov/~vhoette/GirlScouts/


   http://spaceplace.jpl.nasa.gov/en/kids/st6starfinder/st6starfinder.shtml


Sports and Games


   http://www.sikids.com/index.html


Stitch It Together


   http://homepages.uc.edu/cgi-bin/cgiwrap/edavis/brownie?action=view&tryit=Stitch_it_Together


   http://familycrafts.about.com/od/fabricneedlework/


   http://www.sewing.org/enthusiast/html/e_kids.html


Travel Right


   http://travelwithkids.about.com/


   http://www.travelforkids.com/


   http://www.cdc.gov/travel/child_travel.htm


   http://www.funbrain.com/where/


   http://homepages.uc.edu/cgi-bin/cgiwrap/edavis/brownie?action=view&tryit=Travel_Right


Watching Wildlife


   http://www.sd5.k12.mt.us/glaciereft/wildlife.htm


Water Everywhere


   http://www.picadome.fcps.net/lab/currl/water_cycle/default.htm�   http://www.ckcolorado.org/units/2nd_grade/2_WaterCycle.pdf�Wave the Flag (requirements online)


   http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/online/brownie/wave_the_flag.asp


   http://www.americanflags.org/html/index.flash.html


   http://homepages.uc.edu/cgi-bin/cgiwrap/edavis/brownie?action=view&tryit=Wave_The_Flag


Working It Out


   http://4h.missouri.edu/4h-volunteers/secure/Lesson4/resolve_conflict.htm


   http://www.esrnational.org/cap/elementary.html


   http://infozone.imcpl.org/kids_path_peace_K4.htm


Write Away


   http://www.kids-space.org/


   http://www.newmoon.org/


   http://homepages.uc.edu/cgi-bin/cgiwrap/edavis/brownie?action=view&tryit=Write_Away





More Bronwie Try It Websites:


http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/list/


http://scoutingweb.com/ScoutingWeb/Documents/BrwnTryit.pdf


http://jenefer.speedyweb.com/tryithelps.shtml - Brownie Try It Helps


http://www.kidslist.uc.edu/kidslist/gs/brownie.html - Brownie Idea Exchange


http://www.makingfriends.com/brownie_try_its.htm - Projects for Brownie Try Its


http://www.badgeinabox.net/pages/2/index.htm - Badge in a Box Kits 


http://www.makingfriends.com/badge_bag.htm - Badge in a Bag Kits


http://www.phgsc.org/Try-It.htm - Brownie Try It Projects - Prairie Hills GS Council


http://www.geocities.com/gsgreenneck/try-it.html


http://www.angelfire.com/in3/girlscoutsrfun/TryIts.html


http://www.naturely.com/ - Nature activities that tie in with Girl Scout Try-Its/Badges/IPP’s!





Sue from St. Louis has prepared a sheet that could be used to help our  younger Brownies in selecting what try-its they would like to work on  this year.  (Because of all the graphics this may take some time to download). Click "Pick Sheet for Try-its" at http://www.geocities.com/troop_1055_stlouis/�


Pictures of Try Its - http://www.geocities.com/browntroop2000/Try-its.html���


>>Ceremonies & Special Dates for Brownies


1. Investiture - This is the ceremony where the girls become “official” Girl Scouts.  It usually takes place after the first couple of meetings, because the girls will be asked to recite the Girl Scout Promise, so they need time to learn it.  The Investiture is often combined with a rededication ceremony for girls that were Daisies.  This is when the girls get their Brownie Pins.





2. Thinking Day - Thinking Day is February 22 (the joint birthday of Lord & Lady Baden-Powell, the founders of Boy Scouts).  On Thinking Day, the girls are to think about other Girl Scouts and Girl Guides around the world.  They get their World Trefoil Pin (used to be called the World Association Pin) on Thinking Day (if they haven’t received them already).





3. Girl Scout Week - March 12, 1912 is the birthday of Girl Scouts in the US.  The week in which March 12 falls is Girl Scout Week.





4. Court of Awards - This can be a troop’s own ceremony or a Service Unit Ceremony. At a Court of Awards the girls are awarded the badges/awards that they have earned to date.  A Court of Awards can be held several times a year.





5. Bridging Ceremony (also called “Flying Up”) - This is the ceremony where the girls move to Junior Girl Scouts.  If a girl decides that she doesn’t want to continue in Girl Scouts, she is still entitled to participate in the bridging ceremony.  The ceremony takes place at the end of the last Brownie year or the beginning of the first Junior year. Fly Up ceremonies can be either on the troop level or on the Service Unit level. At the Fly Up Ceremony, each girl will receive her Bridging Patch (earned, see below), Brownie Wings and her Membership Star with green disk.  Please note that a girl can move up to Juniors even if she does not complete the bridging requirements, she just wont earn the patch.





>>Editor's Note: Bridging Awards versus Bridging Ceremony


   These two terms often cause confusion.  When a Girl Scout has reached the end of the particular level (which is 1 year for Daisies and 3 years for every other level), she "bridges" to the next level in a Bridging Ceremony.  Bridging Ceremonies can be held on the troop level or on the Service Unit level.





   To add another twist to this, Brownies "Fly Up" to Juniors.  Flying up is the same as bridging in that both terms mean "to move on to the next level", but it's just for Brownies.  Girls who move up from Brownies to Juniors receive the "Brownie Fly Up Wings" patch to wear on the front of their uniforms.  These wings show that a girl was a Brownie Girl Scout and can be moved to the next level vest/sash as she progresses.  There are no requirements for this patch, it simply shows that the girl was a Brownie who moved up to Juniors.





   The Bridging Awards are special patches (pins for Girl Scouts bridging to adults) that each girl who is moving up might earn if she completes the necessary requirements (they look like a rainbow, with the different levels having different shaped patches).  The award helps girls gain a better understanding of the next level of Girl Scouting.  Girls who do not complete the requirements for the Bridging Award still Bridge to the next level, they just do not earn the patch or pin.





Membership Star and Disk - Each year that a girl is a member of Girl Scouts, she earns a membership star. These stars should be distributed at the end of the year to signify completion of the year. Each level has a different color disk; the Brownie color is green.





Bridge to Junior Girl Scout Patch (earned)


To earn the Bridge to Junior Girl Scout Patch, you must do at least one activity of each of the six bridging steps in the order that they are numbered:


     Bridging Step 1 - Find out about Junior Girl Scouting


     Bridging Step 2 - Do a Junior Girl Scout Activity


     Bridging Step 3 - Do something with a Junior Girl Scout or Junior Girl Scout Troop


     Bridging Step 4 - Share what you learn about Junior Girl Scouts with younger Girl Scouts


     Bridging Step 5 - Plan and do a summer Girl Scout activity


     Bridging Step 6 - Help plan your Fly Up Ceremony





Girl Scout Membership Pins - Please note that the Girl Scout Membership Pins are usually handed out at the investiture/rededication ceremony in the beginning of the first Junior year.  There are 2 styles of Membership Pins, the contemporary (with the faces) and the traditional (with the eagle).





>>Ceremony Websites


http://www.notascout.net/ceremonies/ceremonych5.htm - Bridging Ceremonies


http://guidezone.e-guiding.com/i_ceremoni.htm


http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/ceremony.htm


http://www.kidslist.uc.edu/kidslist/gs/neil/cerem_002.html#heading_5 Girl Scout ceremonies


http://www.kidslist.uc.edu/kidslist/gs/neil/ Ceremonies, songs and other resources


http://www.fortunecity.com/millennium/puppet/989/cere/cereown.html - Scout's Own Ceremony


http://www.fament.com/gsinfo/ceremonies/ceremonytoc.htm Ceremonies


http://www.geocities.com/flag_of_usa/


http://makingfriends.com/scouts/gs_bridge.htm - Make a Girl Scout Table Top Bridge


http://www.kidslist.uc.edu/kidslist/gs/neil/cerem_contents.html


http://www.fortunecity.com/millennium/puppet/989/cere/ceretoc.html


http://users.bicnet.net/~sykes/gs/gs_ceremon.htm


http://members.tripod.com/~bri_rose/ceremonies.html


http://www.scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Traditions/Ceremonies.htm


http://gsleaders.org/files/cerindex.htm





>>Important Forms for Brownies 


(These may vary from council to council. Check with your local Council to make sure you have the proper forms) 


1. Permission Slips - Every time that you go on a trip or meet at a time/place that is different than your normal meeting time/place, you need permission slips.  These are filled out by the parents/guardians and returned to the Leader. Please note that permission slips may also be needed if you are going to present a sensitive issue not covered in the level resources.  For example, my council offers an “AIDS Aware” patch program and I needed to get all of the parent’s permission before we could work on the patch.





2. Activity Report - Whenever you need to send home permission slips, you will also need to fill out an Activity Report. This is filled out by the Leader and sent to the Service Unit Manager before the scheduled activity





3. Health History Form - Health Histories are not required forms. They are only needed when an activity is physically demanding.  Have the parent/guardian be especially careful about allergies and chronic conditions.  If you need girl health histories for a particular activity, you should also have them for any adults who are participating (including you!). You should always have your heath history forms with you. You can keep them with your first aid kit or in a ziploc bag that you can just throw in a backpack or tote.  To maintain confidentiality, parent/guardian fill out the forms and seal them in an envelope with the following on it:


 


EMERGENCY INFORMATION FOR JANE DOE.


TO BE OPENED IN EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY BY MEDICAL PERSONNEL





4. Child Release Permit - If someone other than a parent/guardian is going to be picking the girl up, a Child Release Permit should be filled out.  These forms are also used if there is a person who is NOT allowed to pick up the girl.





>>Girl Scout Insurance: What Every Leader Should Know


GSUSA Insurance Forms - These forms, provided by your Council, will need to be filled out if there is an accident during a Girl Scout activity.  If you keep these forms in your first aid kit, you'll always have them if you need them.  For more information about filing a claim, go to http://www.mutualofomaha.com/acrodocs/gs/mc7827.pdf 





Tagalongs are not just delicious cookies!  Tagalongs are any registered or non-registered child (brother, sister, friend) for whom the program activity is not designed.





To ensure the focus of the Girl Scout program is on the girl/adult partnership, tagalongs are discouraged from being involved in Girl Scout activities.





If the tagalong is a registered member of a different troop/group, but is not of the proper age for the activity and is not participating as a service project, there is no insurance coverage.  For example, a registered Daisy Girl Scout tagging along with the parent who is leading a Junior Girl Scout troop has no coverage for the event. Conversely, a Junior Girl Scout assisting at a Brownie Girl Scout meeting to earn the Junior Aide Award does have coverage because it is part of her program.





Optional insurance coverage is available for such approved Girl Scout activities as nursery units at day camp, a special community group invited to join a council sponsored event, and boys who are participating in coed activities.





Books from GSUSA:


The Guide for Brownie Girl Scout Leader


Brownie Girl Scout Handbook


Try-Its for Brownie Girl Scouts


Safety-Wise 


Scouting in the School Day Booklet: Welcome to Brownie Girl Scouts


Ceremonies in Girl Scouting


Let's Celebrate! Girl Scout Ceremonies


Games for Girl Scouts


Let's Play! Games for Girls Ages 5-11


Family Reading Booklet for Brownie Girl Scouts


Learning About Government: Brownie Girl Scout Booklet


Exploring the Hand Arts


Fun and Easy Activities-Nature and Science


Fun and Easy Nature and Science Investigations


GirlSports Basic Kit 


Issues for Girl Scouts Series: Connections


Issues for Girl Scouts Series: Read to Lead


Issues for Girl Scouts Series: Girls Are Great


Issues for Girl Scouts Series: Media Know How


Anti-Smoking Booklet for Daisy and Brownie Girl Scouts


Contemporary Issues for Girl Scouts: 


     Tune in To Well-Being, Say No To Drugs: Substance Abuse


      Staying Safe: Preventing Child Abuse


      Reaching Out: Preventing Youth Suicide


      Caring and Coping: Facing Family Crisis


      Earth Matters: A Challenge For Environmental Action


      Developing Health & Fitness: Be Your Best!


Outdoor Education in Girl Scouting


Strength in Sharing: Philanthropy In Girl Scouting


Trefoil Around The World


World Games and Recipes


Here Come The Brownies! (series, out of print, but if you can find them, they're great!)


Lady From Savannah


Octavia’s Girl Scout Journey


Highlights in Girl Scouting 1912-1996


The Cut of the Cloth - A Brief History of the Girl Scout Uniform


Any song book your council has to offer. Most have the music with them 





Other Useful Books:


Rainy Day Crafts & Activities - Published by Publications International, Ltd.


Cub Scout Leader How To Book - Published by Boy Scouts of America 


                        (I know, it’s Boy Scouts…but this is a really great book!)


Science Wizardry for Kids - By Margaret Kenda & Phyllis Williams


Kids Create! - By Laurie Carlson


The Ultimate Book of Kids Concoctions - By John E. & Danita Thomas


The Ultimate Book of Kids Concoctions 2 - By John E. & Danita Thomas


World Cultures Through Art Activities - By Dindy Robinson


The Great Games Book - By Susan Adams 





Crafts:


Fanny Pack First Aid Kit - Safety Sense Try It - Child-size fanny packs are available from Oriental Trading Catalog (800-228-2269) or (sometimes) from a dollar store.  First aid cross patches are available from Design It Patch Catalog (800-595-9121).  Sew the patch to the front of the fanny pack (do this before your meeting).  At your meeting, fill it with sample sizes of band aids, change, whistle, etc.  Reminder: SafetyWise does not include ointments in the list of contents for a first aid kit nor does the Red Cross recommend them. Create an “information card” with name, address, phone, birthday and medical conditions.  Talk to the girls about safety, wound care, burn care, etc.





Dream Catchers - Listening to the Past Try It - Materials: 6-8 inch embroidery hoop (split into 2 rings), small ball of yarn, pony beads, feathers, markers, tacky glue.  


1. Cover a ring with yarn by gluing the end of the yarn in place (hold it in place with a clothes pin until dry) and wrapping it until it is covered; glue the end of the yarn. (This is hard for the little ones.  We skipped this step and decorated the ring with markers).  


2. To make the webbing, tie the yarn to the ring, wrap around the ring, then stretch the yarn across the ring to the opposite side and wrap again.  Continue to do this until a web is formed.  As you get near the end of the yarn, you can thread on a few of the beads (you can work them back on yarn to get them where you want.  When you’re done, tie off the yarn on the ring.  Create dangles by tying a knot in a 8-12 inch piece of yarn.  Thread on beads and tie on feathers.  Tie to the bottom of the dream catcher.





The Legend of the Dream Catcher - According to legend, Dream Catchers were a gift to the Native Americans from the spider and the willow tree to bless their homes and families.  They believe that dreams are messages sent from sacred beings.  Dreams hold great power and are the source of all wisdom.  They believe that dreams float around on the night air, both good dreams and bad dreams.  The dream catcher catches the dreams as they float by.  Good dreams know the way and slip through the center hole, then slide down off the soft feathers so gently that the sleeper may not even know he is dreaming.  The bad dreams, not knowing the way, get entangled in the web where they evaporate in the morning sun of the new day.





Girl Scout Bead Doll - Girl Scout Ways Try It - Supplies: 1½ green pipe cleaners, safety pin, flower shaped bead, head bead, heart shaped bead, 4 beige beads, 4 light blue beads, 4 teal beads, 3 royal blue beads, 3 white beads 


1. Fold pipe cleaner in half.  Slip the pin into the fold. 


2. Slip up the flower shaped bead.  The flower bead represents the leader.  


3. The head bead is slipped on under the flower bead.  It represents Lord Baden-Powell and the wonderful idea he had to create the scouting movement.  


4. Wrap the smaller pipe cleaner firmly around the other pipe cleaner, below the head.  


5. Insert a heart shaped bead over the two pipe cleaner pieces that hold the head.  The heart represents the heart of Girl Scouting, which is the Promise and Law that all Girl Scouts make.  


6. Take 4 beige beads and slip two of them on each arm pipe cleaner.  These beads represent Brownies.  


7. Take 4 light blue beads and slip two of them onto each arm.  Twist the ends of the arms into hands.  The light blue beads represent Daisies.  There are now 10 beads to represent the 10 parts of the Girl Scout Law.  


8. Add 4 teal beads, two to each leg.  These beads represent Junior Girl Scouts.   


9. Add 3 white beads to each leg.  These beads represent Girl Scouts 11-17.  Twist the end of the leg into a foot.





Here are some of my favorite craft sites:


http://www.makingfriends.com - Craft ideas & supplies for scouts, etc.


http://www.makingfriends.com/brownie_try_its.htm - Projects for Try Its


http://www.kidsdomain.com/craft/_brownie.html - Brownie Crafts


http://www.kidsdomain.com/craft/index.html - Craft from Kids Domain


http://www.oriental.com - Oriental Trading has lots of very inexpensive craft kits


http://www.ssww.com/ - S&S Worldwide, another source of craft kits


http://www.scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Program/CraftsGeneral1.htm - Scouting Web Crafts


http://www.makestuff.com/index.html - Make Stuff - It’s got great craft ideas!


http://www.allcrafts.net/kids.htm#freeprojects - Free Kids Craft Projects


http://www.recipegoldmine.com/crafts/crafts.html - Crafts


http://www.justkidsrecipes.com/index.shtml 


http://www.earlychildhood.com/crafts/index.cfm - Craft Index


http://www.allcrafts.net/ - Free craft patterns, kits, etc.


http://rubyglen.com/crafts.htm - Free Craft Patterns and Projects


http://www.craftfreebies.com/ - Craft Freebies


http://childfun.com/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=544 





>>ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS & PATCHES FOR BROWNIES


Additional programs can be found at http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/list/, including: Girl Scout Cookie Sale Activity Pin       GirlSports       Ms. President       American Volkssport Program       Water Drop Patch       Our Rights, Our Responsibilities       Computer Smarts       Cookies Count       Point, Click, and Go       Smart Cookie       Wave the Flag      Safety Award for Brownie Girl Scouts





>>Council's Own Programs


Check with your local Council.  Most offer special “Council’s Own” patches for the girls to work on.  Not all councils are willing to share their programs.  Please check with the particular council before starting work on any Councils Own program.


   http://groups.yahoo.com/group/councils-own-programs/?yguid=10418239 - Council's Own Yahoo Group


   http://troop851.ellenbecker.net/council_owns.htm


   http://www.gsvsc.org/info.htm - Girl Scouts of Virginia Skyline Council





Religious Awards - Most religions have their own award for Girl Scouts.  Religious Awards should not be worked on within a troop if the troop is religiously diverse.  Each religion has it’s own set of requirements for their awards.  You can check out the religious awards at: 


http://www.praypub.org/main_frameset.htm - P.R.A.Y.


http://www.ptgirlscouts.org/religrec.htm - Christian, Jewish, Islam, Hindu, Buddhist


http://www.cog.org/projects/hartcres.html - Wicca and other nature faiths


http://www.nccs-bsa.org/emblems-awards/rosaryPatch.php - Rosary Patch Program





http://www.nps.gov/learn/grrangerzone/ranger.htm - National Parks Service Junior Ranger Program


http://www.servicetoamerica.org/beta/girlscouts/gsusaindex.html - National Park Service's Service to America patch honors Girl Scouts who have completed 12 hours of service for the National Park Service.


http://www.iln-gateway.org - International Leadership Network Award


http://www.zinkthezebra.org/dnav/49/page.htm - Zink the Zebra for Brownie Girl Scouts





http://www.nationstrails.com/awards/ - The United States Heritage Award was designed to give youth recognition for learning about the heritage of the United States of America, and showing patriotism.  The US Heritage Silver Award is designed for children ages 6-10.





http://www.flatstanleyproject.com/girl-scouts.htm - Flat Stacie Project for Girl Scouts/Girl Guides





Looking for supplemental, earned, patches for your troop?  Want more than just a “fun” patch?  Check out http://www.patchworkdesigns.net/patchprograms.htm


Programs Include: Community Service, Princess Scout - Building Self Esteem and Respect for Others, Safari Adventure, Scrapbooking


Historically Speaking Countries: Australia, Brazil, China, England, Egypt, France, Germany, Ghana, Greece, India, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Sweden, Switzerland, USA 


Historically Speaking States: Alabama, California, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Savannah, Hawaii, Maryland, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, Ellis Island, North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Washington DC, West Virginia


* * Please note that these award patches are not official GSUSA and should be worn on the back of the sash/vest.





Looking for “Fun Patches” for an event or activity? Check out these sites! Please remember that “Fun Patches” belong on the back of the sash/vest.





http://shop.girlscouts.org/frames.asp?cartID=7066469D&store=giftshop&page=prodpages/patches/ - GSUSA Fun Patches


http://www.patchandpin.com/ - Best prices for custom patches


http://www.patchcorner.com/ - Patch Corner


http://www.design-it.com - Design It Patch Catalog


http://www.patchworkdesigns.net - Patchworks


http://www.memory-patches.com/alphabetical_listing_of_all_yout.htm - Activity Patches


http://www.patchsales.com - Lots of stock patches


http://www.welshind.com/gsusa.htm


http://www.historicallyspeaking.net/patchprograms.htm


http://www.historicallyspeaking.net/communityservice.htm - Community Service Patch


http://www.memory-patches.com/ - patches from historical monuments, parks, etc


http://www.careplus.com/emblemsfp.htm - custom patches


http://accentincorporated.com/ce.html


http://www.advantageemblem.com/


http://www.littleawards.com/littleawards/


http://www.gopatch.com/ - Sunshine Patch & Emblem


http://www.patches4less.com/





http://www.epilogsys.com/scoutingweb/Training/Products.htm - An amazing list of product links for everything leaders need….or just want!





* * * SERVICE WITH A SMILE * * *


Service Project Ideas:


Check with your local WalMart to see if they have any grants available to help fund your service project (make sure you follow your council’s guidelines when applying for any grant).  





Make cards for a veteran's hospital, children’s hospital, nursing home, etc. They can always use a bit of cheer.





Practice holiday songs and head to one of the places above and sing a holiday program. 





Have each girl donate a sweatshirt or mittens, wrap them and present them to a crisis center or unwed mother's home.





Organize and run a gently used coat drive and donate the coats.





Clean up at the school/church/building where you meet.





>Service Project Web Sites:


http://www.usaweekend.com/diffday/index.html - Every 4th Saturday in October is "Make a Difference Day". 





http://www.colorasmile.org/ - Color A Smile collects crayon drawings from school children. Every month these “masterpieces” are mailed to people all over the country. Recipients include senior citizens, people who are sick, people who have been in accidents, people who just need a smile!





http://www.PocketFlagProject.com/ - Pocket Flag Project


http://bottlesofhope.org/ - Bottles of Hope, a service project to support cancer patients


http://www.volunteermatch.org/ - Find out who needs volunteers in your area 


http://www.volunteering.org.uk/ - Find out how you can volunteer in the UK


http://www.losaltosgirlscouts.org/service.htm - Service Project ideas for Brownies & Juniors


http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/service.htm - Service Project Ideas


The Points of Light Foundation & Volunteer Center National Network - http://www.1800volunteer.org


Servenet - http://www.servenet.org 


Locks of love - http://www.locksoflove.org 


Kids and teen-givespot.com - http://www.givespot.com/resources/kidsteens.htm


Youth corps for animals - http://www.youthforanimals.org/


Operation Happy Sock - www.operationhappysock.com


Youth volunteer corps of America - http://www.yvca.org/


http://www.forgirlsandtheirdreams.org/difference.htm


http://www.readtofeed.org/ - Read to Feed, an international service project designed for kids


Focus America - http://www.focusamerica.org





* * * Songs * * * 


>>The Girl Scout Law (to the tune of “Home on the Range”)


I will do-oo my best (Oh give me a home) 


to be Honest and Fair, (where the buffalo roam) 


Friendly and He-e-elpful. (and the deer and the antelope play) 


Considerate and Caring (Where seldom is heard) 


Courageous and Strong (a discouraging word) 


And responsible for what I say and do. (and the skies are not cloudy all day.) 





and to Respect myself and others (Home, home on the range) 


Respect author-i-teee (yee hah!) (where the deer and the antelope play -- yee hah!) 


Use Resources wisely, (where seldom is heard) 


Make the world a better place (a discouraging word) 


and be a sister to every Girl Scout! (and the skies are not cloudy all day)





> > > Brownie Smile Song


I’ve got something in my pocket that belongs across my face.


I keep it very close to me in a most convenient place.


I bet you couldn’t guess it if you guessed a long, long while


So I’ll take it out and put it on, it’s a great big Brownie smile!





Need more songs?  Check out these Song Web Sites:


http://www.geocities.com/chukles.geo


http://dragon.sleepdeprived.ca/songbook/songbook_index.htm


http://www.alamitosmarina.org/ckysngbk.html - Cookie Song Book


http://www.notascout.net/songs/





* * * GAMES * * * 


Brownie Promise Washing Line Relay


Cut out 100 sock shapes from a tough paper - old wallpaper sample books work well. Print out the Promise, one word on each sock shape, in really big lettering. This makes a complete set of Promise words for four Circles of Brownies. Measure out enough string or wool to fit the shapes; this becomes a washing line. You will also need 100 clothes pegs. Review the Promise with the girls. Then on the word 'go', all the Circles have a race to see who can place the Promise words on their washing line in the right order. The winning Circle can win a small prize.





Submitted by Cynthia 


A cute "Get to Know You" game we play is called Higidie Bigidie (pronounced hig-eh-dee big-eh-dee) Bumble Bee. You sit in a circle and sing the following:


"Higidie Bigidie Bumble Bee won't you say your name for me?"


While doing this you clap this way:


Higidie: clap on you legs            Bigidie: clap your hands


Bumble: snap your fingers       Bee: clap on your legs


Won't you: clap your hands       say your: snap your fingers


name for: clap on your legs        me: clap your hands


 


Then the first person says "My name is _____"  and the group says " Hi, ___!".  You repeat until you've gone around the whole circle.  It's funny because they start serious but someone will always start being silly for some reason and it gets funnier with every girl/leader after that.  By the time you're done, the new girl(s) will know who everyone else is and kind of get a hint at the personalities of the troop.





Proud to Be Me - This is a great “getting to know you” game made by Kid Games, Ltd (http://webhome.idirect.com/~kidgames/).  It consists of a deck of cards with the following categories: Healthy & Safety, Home & Family, Myself, Decision Making and Friends & You.  The girls answer the questions on the cards. The first person to get a card from each category wins.  In my troop, we’ve played that everyone answers the question on each card.  Here’s an example from the Decision Making category: A lost puppy shows up at your door. What would you do? Any number of girls can participate (as long as you don’t use the scorecards) and there is no age limit as long as someone is there to read the cards to younger girls.





Creature Moves - (Animals Try it)


Move like an animal


Rabbit Hop – Bend your knees and jump forward


Seal Slide – Pull yourself forward with your hands at your side while dragging 


your body and feet.  Bounce a little if you can.


Elephant Walk – Bend forward. Extend your arms and place one hand over the other to form a trunk.  Make sure that your fingers are pointing toward the ground.  Move slowly with legs stiff and straight and your trunk swinging from side to side.


Crab Scuttle – Sit on he floor with your hands behind you.  Lift up your body with your hands and feet. Walk on all fours. Walk forward and backward quickly.


Inchworm Crawl – Place both hands on the floor.  Try to keep your knees stiff and legs straight, but bend your knees if you have to.  Walk forward with your hands as far as you can, and then walk forward with your feet to your hands.


Frog Jump – Squat on the floor with hands in front of feet. Jump forward and land 


on both hands and feet.


Snake Slither – Lie on the floor on your stomach.  Keep your arms against the sides of your body.  Move your body from side to side and try making an “S” shape. 





Music Mystery (Canada) - (Brownie GS Around the World Try It)


1. Divide the group into two teams.  Team 1 is the band. Team 2 is the audience.  Team 1 picks a song and beats out the rhythm of the song using pot lids, bells or other items. 


2. Team 2 tries to guess the song and then sings along


3. The team switch roles.  Team 2 becomes the band.





Chinese Jump Rope - (Brownie GS Around the World Try It)


Create an elastic band of about 12 to 15 feet.  You can buy this type of jump rope in toy stores. Two Girls place their feet on the inside of the band, standing far enough apart that the jump rope is tight. A third girl is the jumper.  She can jump over one rope and back over the same one.  Or she can jump rope over one rope and then over the next rope.





Submitted by Lisa 


You can make your own Chinese jump rope for free. I get rather thick rubber bands that came around newspaper, broccoli, etc. and loop them together (like a lark's head knot from the Junior handbook). My rule of thumb is when the folded rope is as tall as my tallest Brownie, it is about long enough. I do have an extra long one, too, since there are some games that have three holding the rope rather than two.





Shadow Tag - (Me and my Shadow Try It)


The girl who is it must tag someone else’s shadow rather than the person.  She can do this with her foot or use her own shadow.  Think of ways you can keep your shadow out of trouble, besides running fast.  Can you hide your shadow? How?





Octopus Tag (Sports & Games Try It)


1. Pick one person to be the octopus.  Have everyone who is playing line up together on one side.


2. The octopus begins the game by shouting “feeding time”


3. Everyone tries to run to the safe place without getting tagged. If the person gets caught, she must link hands with the octopus.


4. Now the two people become the octopus. They must hold hands and work together.  After shouting “ feeding time,” they must run together and try to tag more people.


5. When someone else is caught, she also becomes part of the octopus.  Continue the game until everyone has been tagged.





Group Giggles (Write Away Try It)


Have one girl start the story.  She must say, for example, “I skipped through a field full of flowers in all the colors of the rainbow when all of a sudden…”  Another person continues the story.  Keep going until everyone has had a chance to add her part and story is done.  Have someone write the story down or tape record the girls story for scrapbooks.





If You Were….(Let’s Pretend Try it)


With 4 or more friends, work together to become a type of machine.  Together you can be: A train, A computer, A washing machine or dryer, A Dishwasher, etc. Be sure to add movement and sound to your machine as you make it work





Be a Mime - (Let’s Pretend Try It)


1. Without words, act out three different daily activities like making your bed, feeding the dog, reading a book, etc.


2. Pick up an imaginary object.  What shape is it?  How heavy is it? What does it smell like?  Pass it to another person.  Careful! You don’t want it to fall and break! 


3. Create a setting by acting out one these scenes. 


A bird inside a cage


Someone learning to play a musical instrument


Toasting a marshmallow over a camp fire on a cold night


Putting up a tent


Taking a shower/bath


Giving your dog a bath


Or try one of your own.





Weather Vane Dance - (Movers Try it)


1. Cut streamers out of tissue paper or ribbon.  They should measure2’ long and 2” wide.


2. Tape the streamers to your clothes. The more streamers the better


3. Dance in the breeze to the music


4. Do the steamers blow in the same direction every time you move? Why do you think that happens?





Weather Relay Race (Outdoor Adventure Try It)


Need 2 sets of adult size clothes for 2 different types of weather in 2 Paper bags


1. Divide into 2 teams


2. Each team forms a line behind the starting point with a bag of clothes.


3. At a signal, one girl from each team puts on the clothes in the bag over what she is wearing.  She moves as quickly as possible to a turnaround point. She returns to the starting line, takes off clothes and puts them back in bag.  She then hands bag to the next girl in line.


4. This continues until each girl has had a turn.  The first team to finish sits down and the members raise their hands.





Variation: Place clothes for different kinds of weather in one bag.  The team has to pick the right clothes for the kind of weather the group decides on or is called.





Sleeping bag relay (Ready, Set, Go Camping Try It)


1. Divide girls into two teams.


2. The first person runs with the sleeping bag to a line that has been set and unrolls the sleeping bag.


3. She runs back and tags the next girl in line.


4. That girl must run up to the bag, roll it up, and bring it back to the next person in line.


5. Go until all girls in line have had a chance to roll sleeping bag.





The Ocean is Stormy - A Danish Game (People of the World Try It)


1. Use chalk or string to mark circles on the floor or ground.


2. Get into pairs. Each pair, except for one, should stand in a circle and choose the name of a fish.  The names of some fishes are: Sea Bass, Trout, Perch, Catfish, Herring, Salmon, Pike, flounder, Porgie, SunFish, Sturgeon, Bluefish and Blackfish.


3. The 2 girls who have not chosen fish names are the whales.  They walk around the outside of the circles and call out names of fish.


4. When a pair’s fish name is called, they leave the circle and walk behind the whales.


5. After all the fish names are called, or after the whales call all the names they can think of, the whales shout  “The ocean is stormy!”


6. Then everybody rushes to find a circle.  Any two girls can get in a circle.


7. The 2 girls left without a circle become the whales for the next game.





Rabbit w/o a house (Brazil) (People of the World Try It)


Need 11 people


1. Pick someone to be “it” (the rabbit w/o a house) and someone to be the caller.


2. Divide the others into groups of 3.


3. Each group makes a rabbit in a house by two girls holding hands (the house) and one (the rabbit) standing inside.


4. The caller yells “Find a house” and all the rabbits, including the one without a house, have to run to find another house


5. The rabbit left without a house become it.





Sound Charades (Animals Try It)


Play Charades - Pick and animal and make sounds and motions like that animal.  


Have your friends guess who you are.  Suggestions: Chicken, Fly, Cricket, Horse, Donkey, Sparrow, Lion, Frog, Elephant, Rattlesnake, Sea Lion, Cow, Parrot, Alligator, Monkey, Cat, Mouse, Owl





Career Charades (Careers Try It)


Pick a job and act out what that person does.  The girls work in teams.  The girls guess who you are.


Suggestions: Bank Teller, Computer Programmer, Bus driver, Pharmacist, Doctor, Firefighter, Veterinarian, Musician, TV Reporter, Astronaut, Scientist, Coach, Electrician, Teacher, Chef, Farmer, Carpenter, Book Illustrator, Photographer, Web site Designer





Kim’s Game (England) (Playing Around the World Try It)


Put 10 things on a table.  Be sure you can cover all of them with a piece of cloth. Show the players the 10 things for one minute. Cover them up. Ask the players what was on the table.  See if they can list all 10 things





Sheep & Hyena (Sudan) (Playing Around the World Try It)


1. Players (10) join hands and form a tight circle


2. The hyena stays outside the circle.  The sheep stays inside the circle


3. The players in the circle have to try to keep the hyena from breaking through the circle to get to the sheep.  The game ends when the hyena gets the sheep or gets to tired to go after the sheep anymore.


4. Two other people become the sheep and hyena.





Hawk and Hens (Zimbabwe) (Playing Around the World Try It)


1. One person is the hawk. All other players are hens.


2. The hawk stands between the safety zones and tries to catch the hens as they run back and forth from one safety zone to the other.


3. When a hen is caught, she sits on the side and watches the game.


4. The last hen caught becomes the hawk.





Jan-Ken-Pon (Japan) (Playing Around the World Try It)


This is the same as Rock, Paper, Scissors in America. The first person who gets to 7 points wins. Stone beats scissors, Scissors beat paper, Paper beats stone (Jan beats Ken, Ken beats Pon, Pon beats Jan).





Mr. Bear (Sweden) (Playing Around the World Try It)


1. One person is Mr. Bear.  He is trying to sleep in his den.


2. The other players sneak up to Mr. Bear and whisper, “Mr. Bear, are you awake?”


3. Mr. Bear pretends not to hear them.  Then the players yell, “Mr. Bear, Are you awake?” This makes Mr. Bear furious! He chases them all and tries to catch them before they reach home, which is the safe place.


4. Everyone tagged by the bear before reaching home becomes one of Mr. Bear’s cubs.  They go back to the den with Mr. Bear.


5. When the remaining players come back to wake up Mr. Bear again, the cubs help Mr. Bear catch them.


6. When everyone is caught someone else becomes Mr. Bear.





Here are some game web sites to check out:


http://www.gameskidsplay.net/ - Games Kids Play


http://puzzlemaker.school.discovery.com/index.html - Puzzlemaker 


http://www.geocities.com/gsgreenneck/games.html - Games for Girl Scouts


http://www.geocities.com/gsgreenneck/coopgames.html - Cooperative Games 


http://www.scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Program/Games.htm - Games for Girl Scouts


http://youthpastor.com/games/ - An index of over 300 games


http://www.cambseastguides.org.uk/games/





>>Pen Pal/Mascot Exchange Websites:


http://www.makingfriends.com/friends/f_make.htm - Friends Across America


http://guidezone.e-guiding.com/i_bh_mascots.htm


http://www.flatstanleyproject.com/girl-scouts.htm - Flat Stacie Project for Girl Scouts/Girl Guides


http://www.pen-pal.com/freepals.html





* * LEADER RESOURCE WEB SITES * * 


http://www.scoutinglinks.com - Scouting Links - The Search feature makes it even easier to find what you’re looking for!  Over 2,000 links devoted to GS/GG





http://www.girlscouts.org - The main web page for Girl Scouts USA


http://www.girlscouts.org/for_adults/leader_magazine/ - GSUSA's Leader Magazine online


http://www.gogirlsonly.org - For girls 5-11


http://www.btgirlscouts.org/pdfs/Brownie%20Module2.pdf 


http://www.neighborhood13-1.com/uniform_adult_blouse.htm - Pin Placement for Adults


http://www.neighborhood13-1.com/troop_calendar_generator.htm


http://www.neighborhood13-1.com/what_to_bring-gen.htm


http://www.printfree.com/index.htm - Printable Calendars, certificates & more


http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/new-lead.htm - New Leader Tips


http://www.neighborhood13-1.com/troop_leader_planner.htm - Print your own Troop Leader Planner


http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/meetings.htm - Troop Meeting Planner


http://brownies368.tripod.com/leader.html#downloads - Lots of help to get organized


http://www.ntguides.com/resources.htm - Instant Meetings for Brownies


http://www.geocities.com/ivsugirlscouts/brownies.htm


http://www.fortunecity.com/millennium/puppet/989/ipc/ - Instant Program Cards


http://www.kidslist.uc.edu/kidslist/wagggs.html - TONS of links!


http://home.comcast.net/~sandycoy/Index.html - Sandy's World of Girl Scouting


http://www.greenoaks2001.org/leader_resource_page.htm - Leader Resource Page


http://www.geocities.com/suarezgfam/On_My_Honor.html - Leader Resources


http://starbright.su.tripod.com/generalscouting.htm, scroll down to 'Susan's spreadsheet with all the Brownie Tryits" 


http://web.archive.org/web/20020403111729/http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Grove/6610/ - Leader Emporium


http://home.comcast.net/~gs_leaders_camp/ - Girl Scout Leaders Camp


http://store.yahoo.com/marcoproducts/freetips.html - developing self-esteem activities, behavior games, career exploration, planning a cultural day, etc.


http://hackleylibrary.org/scoutlnk.htm - Web Sites for Scouts (GSUSA & BSA)


http://abe.midco.net/mpkrog1/GSlinks.htm - Favorite GS Links


http://home.cfl.rr.com/scoutingseasons - Seasonal resources for Girl Scouts


http://hometown.aol.com/GSMomJoann/FavoriteURLsIndex.html - Tons of links!


http://www.geocities.com/junior2513/index.html - Girl Scout Leaders Group


http://neighborhood13-1.com/GS_Week_Activity_Sheets.htm - Girl Scout Week Activity Sheets


Girl Scout Law Coloring Book - http://north4cluster.org/resources/downloads/coloringbook/index.html


http://www.geocities.com/gsgreenneck/scouthome.html - Sarah’s Scout Haven


http://www.geocities.com/ags_resource_center/ - AGS Resource Center


http://basicsclothing.com/ - Girl Scout products


http://yahooligans.yahoo.com/arts_and_entertainment/girls__sites/ - Sites for Girls





http://www.girlguides.ca/guider/ - Canadian Guider Magazine online


http://www.girlguides.ca/ - Girl Guides of Canada


http://guidezone.e-guiding.com/ - Canadian Guide Zone





http://www.girlguidinguk.org.uk/members/brownies/ - All about Brownies in the UK


http://www.netguides.org.uk/brownies/index.html - virtual internet pack aimed at UK Brownies unable to attend a meeting near their home.





Looking for graphics to spice up your newsletters? Check out these sites! Note: To save a graphic, right click the picture and then click on “Save Image As”. Make sure you save it where you can find it again!





http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/graphics/- Graphics from GSUSA


http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Hills/6073/girlscouts/icons.htm


http://www.azmetro.com/gsclipart.html - Girl Scout Clip Art


http://www.scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Training/Graphics.htm


http://www.emf.net/~troop24/icons/clipart.html


http://www.graphmaster.org/


http://www.epilogsys.com/scoutingweb/SubPages/SWGraph.htm


http://www.kidsdomain.com/clip/


http://scouter.com/compass/graphics_and_clipart/girl_scout_graphics/


http://www.webplaces.com/search/ - Clip Art Search Engine


http://www.barrysclipart.com/ 


http://www.coolarchive.com/clipart.cfm


http://www.1clipart.com/


http://www.clipsahoy.com/index2.html





Want to know what NOT to do with your troop?  Check out “How to Kill A Scout Troop” at http://library.chsscout.net/Serious_Adult_Stuff/article-65-page-one.shtml





* * PROJECT PLANNING PROGRESSION * * 


>>Submitted by Lynn


I have Juniors who have now planned & carried out 2 different events (Brownie workshop in 4th grade & dance in 5th grade.) 





I started with my Brownies telling me what they like to do - making choices between try-its - deciding their try-its for a year & which activities. As Juniors we worked in mini-steps in planning a Brownie workshop & they planned 4 Brownie meetings - the first of which I didn't help at all (I was with the parents in the same meeting.) My co-leader was new to GS - so the girls did it all. This year they planned the sweetheart dance at the school. They had to decide on a theme, decorations, "gift", and refreshments. I booked the DJ. I picked up the supplies for the frames - they made the picture frames & decorations (they also designed all the decorations.) They had to make a stab at the budget. We are getting ready for Camporee. There are 2 teams - one for lunch & one for dinner. The lunch can cost up to $3 per person & dinner up to $5 per person. They are to decide on the menu & how they will cook. Next year those who wish to do their Bronze Award, will. We will have 2 meetings a month for GS & once a month for the Bronze if & when they need it. I lead each step. As they progress, I have them figure out small steps. For instance, they came up with the need of first aid & refreshments for the events. My girls hate planning & would be overwhelmed if I said put on the dance. However, by giving them small questions they tackle those - one question a meeting. Now planning isn't overwhelming.





http://www.girlscoutsmpls.org/prog_girlplanning_tips.html - Girl Planning Tips





==============================


Girl Scout Ways and Traditions


==============================


>>Submitted by Shari


GIRL SCOUT SIGN - This special sign is made with the middle three fingers of the right hand raised and the little finger held down by the thumb. The three fingers stand for the three parts of the Promise.  Give the sign when you say the Promise, are invested, during a ceremony, or as a way to greet other Girl Scouts.





GIRL SCOUT HANDSHAKE - The Girl Scout handshake is the formal way Girl Scouts greet each other. Shake hands with your left hand while giving the Girl Scout sign with your right hand.  The left hand is closest to your heart, which signifies friendship.





QUIET SIGN - Use the quiet sign to get everyone's attention. Raise right hand high. When others see you, they raise their hands and are quiet too. "When your hand goes up, your mouth goes shut. "  Note that the official quiet sign is NOT the right hand raised in the GS sign, but an open hand.  





FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE - The friendship circle can be used to close a troop meeting, activity, or ceremony. It stands for the unbroken chain of friendship with Girl Scouts around the world. Stand in a circle. Each person crosses her arms right over left and holds her neighbor's hands. Everyone is quiet. To get out of the friendship circle, raise right hand over head, and while still holding hands, duck under and out, saying, "Good night, Girl Scouts!".





FRIENDSHIP SQUEEZE - One person in the friendship circle starts the friendship squeeze. When you feel your hand squeezed, you do the same (gently) to the person next to you. Everyone is silent as the friendship squeeze is passed (or you may pass the squeeze while singing "Taps" or another closing song. The squeeze stands for friendship with Girl Scouts everywhere.  If you like, as the squeeze is passed, each person puts out their right foot into the circle.  That way, you can watch the squeeze making it's way around the circle.





DAISY CIRCLE, BROWNIE RING - The special circle where Daisies or Brownies sit to plan and talk. Sit on the floor or in chairs/sit-upons in a circle. In order to get into a Brownie ring, leader may take the hand of a girl, and other girls grab on. Leader starts walking eventually to form a circle while saying: Round and round and round about, take the hand of a Brownie Scout.   Here we are in the Brownie Ring, Ready for 'most anything!





GIRL SCOUT MOTTO - The motto is the same as the Boy Scout motto: Be Prepared.  In early troops, there was actually a secret password used to enter the room where meetings were held:  it is Deraperp Eb (Be Prepared backwards!)





GIRL SCOUT SLOGAN - The slogan is "Do A Good Turn Daily."





GIRL SCOUT PIN - The pin has the shape of a trefoil.  Trefoil means three leaves.  The leaves of the pin stand for the three parts of the Girl Scout Promise.





GIRL SCOUT UNIFORM - The uniform shows everyone we belong to the Girl Scouts of the USA.  We take pride in wearing it and we are expected to live up to the standards of Girl Scouting when we have it on.





>>Girl Scout Traditions Websites:


http://scoutingweb.com/scoutingweb/Traditions/ScoutTraditions.htm


http://www.main.org/gsusa/tradition.htm


http://www.geocities.com/stlukesgirlscouts/Traditions.html





===========================


Kaper Charts


===========================


Many new leaders are at a loss on how to get the girls to help at troop meetings.  The answer is a Kaper Chart!  





>>Submitted by Karla


Here's what I do for a Kaper Chart, & so far it's worked. I use a large science project board & have 12 envelopes placed on the center section of the board.  I have these velcroed to hold them on.  On the envelopes, I have written the title of each job.  I went to makingfriends.com  & printed off the GS paper dolls on there.  Each girl colored & chose the uniform for their person.  I attached velcro on these also & placed them on the right side of the board.  On the left side, I have posted the Kaper descriptions & another envelope that has all the titles of the jobs.  Each girl gets to come up at the beginning of the meeting & draw what their job will be.  I keep up with it so they won't always be doing the same job. They then place their "person" in the envelope which is labeled with their job.  Here are the kapers & descriptions:





  Clean Up Queen - Checks clean up and reminds troop members if more clean up is needed.


  Creative crafter - Passes out craft supplies.


  Happy Hostess (2) -Passes out snacks & napkins


  Squeeze starter - Starts the squeeze during the circle.


  Flag Holder - Holds the flag during the Pledge.


  Promise Keeper - Leads the Girl Scout promise.


  Game Girl - The first to be "it" in games


  Pledge Leader - Leads the Pledge of Allegiance.


  Paper Passer - Passes out papers to other troop members.


  Song Leader - Chooses and leads troop members in songs.


  Law Keeper - Leads the Girl Scout Law.





Keep in mind, I have Brownies, so the "cutsy" titles probably won't work for all ages, but right now, the girls really enjoy them.





>>Submitted by Shelly


Over the years I have tried all sorts of kaper charts.  Problem is they didn't stand up to my wear and tear or were bulky.  I now use a kaper stick.  My stick is a 12 inch ruler.  On the back I marked off lines with a sharpie and wrote a kaper in the space.  I believe I have 16 spaces on it.  Each scout has a clothes pin with her name on it (again by sharpie).  The clothes pins are clipped to the kaper stick.  When they come in they look under their clothes pin for their kaper.  If they aren't sure of what their kaper entails, they can refer the index card that has a very detailed description of the kaper.  These are stapled together and laid out along side the kaper stick.  Very portable, very sturdy, and very frugal � INCLUDEPICTURE "chrome://editor/content/images/smile_n.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET �





Here are some of the kapers for (off the top of my head without looking at the stick).  Dues/attendance, Reward tickets (like scout bucks given at the beginning of meetings for various things listed on index card), leader assistant, carry out (3 scouts who haul my stuff to the car), opening caller (gets the horseshoe in place at 6:45 by going into position and a rhythmic clapping so others know to join her, calls ceremony, starts pledge, promise, law), flags (2), garbage, girls bathroom, (picks up anything on floor, flushes all toilets, wipes out sinks if needed, turns off lights), floaters x4 (either get a free day or fill in for absent scouts)





Kaper Chart Websites:


http://www.angelfire.com/ct/cgrob123/kapers.html


http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Meadows/3992/kaper.htm


http://kalling.net/~smk/KaperChart.htm


http://www.neighborhood13-1.com/kaper_charts.htm
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